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F or several years, the Chinese 
American Citizens Alliance (CACA) 

has coordinated the registration of vet-
erans as part of the Chinese American 
WWII Veterans Recognition Project 
with the ultimate goal of having a cere-
mony to honor them with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal (CGM).  After the 
Chinese American World 
War II Veteran Congression-
al Gold Medal Act became 
Public Law 115-337 on  
December 20, 2018, Major 
General Robert G.F. Lee (US 
Army Retired) was designat-
ed as the official liaison to 
the U.S. Mint on the CGM 
team.  The design of the 
medal was decided in Sep-
tember 2019, and in Decem-
ber 2019, Secretary of the 
Treasury, Steven Mnuchin 
approved the final design 
selection.  Since then, due to 
COVID-19, the national cere-
mony and the other regional 
area planned ceremonies 
have been postponed or are 
pending on the various  
area’s health mandates. 

What is not generally known is The 
American Legion’s role in supporting 
the awarding of the CGM to the Chi-
nese American Veterans of WWII.  
Starting with Jr. Past Commander Nel-
son Lum’s resolutions in getting post 

support, then District 8, Area 2, and at 
the California Department convention 
where it passed unanimously, Resolu-
tion No. 6 in Massachusetts’s 2017  
Department convention; Resolution 
No. 61 in New York’s 2017 Department 
convention; and Resolution No. 71 in 
California’s Department convention 

were passed where they  
became Resolution No. 9 at 
the National Executive  
Committee of The American  
Legion October 11-12, 2017 
fall meeting.  They fully  
supported the legislation to 
award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the Chinese 
American Veterans of World 
War II. 

Several weeks ago, I had a 
conversation with Melanie 
Chan, the national president 
of CACA who informed me 
that Maj. Gen. Lee was told 
by the U.S. Mint that the 
price of the medal was going 
to be raised from $40 medal 
only/$50 with case to $195 

starting on January 1, 2021.  He was 
able to delay the price increase from 
October 2020.  While CACA has regis-
tered 5,000 veterans and/or their  
families, they have only raised enough 
funds to cover the 5,000 if they  
pre-order now.  With the price  
increase, they would only be able to 
cover 1,250 medals.  The dilemma is if 
they pre-order now, they would deplete 

(Continued on page 2) 

PRICE INCREASE OF CHINESE AMERICAN WWII 
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The filming of the 75th Commemorative WWII Chinese 

American G.I.’s By Nelson Lum 

their funds and they are limited in 
their fundraising.  It looks like the 
medals; 3 inch and 1.5 inch are cur-
rently on backorder.  Please check 
back frequently to order yours. Links 
to the medals are below. 

They are requesting sponsorship of 
additional medals for the veterans/or 
their families who have not registered 
yet.  Of course, individuals can go to 
the U.S. Mint website and pre-
purchase medals themselves at the 
current price.  Once the medals are 

(Continued from page 1) available, they will be sent to them.  As 
I feel this is a worthy project, I will be 
bringing this up at the next monthly 
meeting and request that the post sup-
port buying 100 or more medals by 
donating the money to CACA.  It 
would add to their total order and the 
post would be given mention on the 
website as a Founders Circle level do-
nor.  Individuals can also go to 
www.caww2.org to donate.  

Don’t wait until next year to order 
your Chinese American WWII  
Veterans medal.   

Chinese American WWII Veterans, Continued 

Pre-order your Chinese American WWII Veteran commemorative 

medal today before prices go up to $195 on January 1, 2021.   

3 inch medal: https://catalog.usmint.gov/chinese-american-world-war-ii-
veterans-bronze-medal-3-inch-19MH.html?cgid=null&q=gold%2520medal%
2520military&navid=search#q=gold%2520medal%2520military&start=1 

During mid-September, members of 
American Legion Cathay Post 384 and 
its supporters have worked diligently 
in preparation for the 75th Anniversary 
WWII Chinese American G.I. Honor 
event due to be staged virtually on Sat., 
Sept. 26, 2020.  This virtual commem-
orative event is very unique since it 
involves public and private leaders 
from both northern and southern Cali-
fornia. 

This event is the combined sponsor-
ships of American Legion Cathay Post 
384, Chinese American Citizens Alli-
ance, Chinese American Historical  
Society, and many more prominent 
organizations to commemorate the 
great contributions of Chinese Ameri-

can veterans who served in WWII  
despite the climate of rampant  
discrimination against them and their 
families in our country. 

The attached photos illustrate the tasks 
being performed by members of  
Cathay Post 384.  Our Color detail, 
lead by our Sergeant at Arms C.J. 
Reeves, with 2nd Vice Commander 
Charles Paskerian, Adjutant Ernie 
Stanton, Chaplain Richard Ow, and 
Comrade Anthony Lyau, executed the 
presentation of colors to open the 
event.  Ms. Flora Hui, a talented young 
supporter of our post, sings the nation-
al anthem in a specially acquired 1940s 
military styled nurses outfit.  She adds 

(Continued on page 4) 
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COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

H onoring our World 
War II Veterans 

matters!  I am really 
proud of the September 
2020 issue of our news-
letter focusing on our 
past and present mem-
bers who went before us, 
paving the way in the 
military services despite 
the obstacles, the preju-
dices of many who had 
never dealt with Asian 
Americans.  Many kudos 
to Kokoe Estrada Dusi-
na, our new editor-in-
chief for the Cathay Bul-
letin with Historian Rog-
er Dong for the new lay-
out.  We probably drove 
her crazy with all the 
changes, the edits, the 
comments before the 
final edition came out.    

A big thank you to those 
1,000 veterans, family 
members and friends 
who logged in on Sep-
tember 26 to watch the 
YouTube video on Oper-
ation: WWII Chinese 
American G.I. which 
featured our Cathay Post 

384 Color Guard, my 
welcoming and closing 
comments as the Cathay 
Post 384 commander, 
our vocalist Ms. Flora 
Hui, Jr. Past Command-
er and current District 8 
Commander Nelson 
Lum along with twelve 
memorable WWII Veter-
ans from California, and 
messages from Chinese 
American retired and 
active duty service mem-
bers.  Never before has 
there been a gathering of 
such a wide diversity of 
men and women.  The 
link to the video is avail-
able at: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc 

The biggest congratula-
tory recognition goes to 
Montgomery Hom, a 
visionary historian,  
executive producer of 
the WWII Chinese 
American G.I. Project 
without his direction, 
the August webinar and 
the September program 
would not have taken 

“I am really 
proud of the 

September 2020 
issue of our 
newsletter 

focusing on our 
past and present 
members who 
went before us, 
paving the way 
in the military 
services despite 

the obstacles, the 
prejudices of 

many who had 
never dealt with 

Asian 
Americans.” 

Helen Wong 

h e l e n l e e w o n g @ 
yahoo.com 

 (415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 1990 

Branch: Army  

Final Rank: Lt. Col. 

place.  His dedication to 
preserving the memories 
and stories of our WWII 
Veterans, the artifacts 
and information is  
unparalleled by anyone.  
We also want to recog-
nize Ron Chan, Execu-
tive Director of the Bay 
Area Chinese Genealogy 
Group who volunteered 
his time as the Chief 
Marketing Officer for the 
WWII Chinese American 
G.I. team and his  
support members who 
helped get the 
 announcements out.   

I also want to thank our 
post members who 
backed these projects 
and for supporting eve-
ryone involved.  Coming 
up this November for 
Veterans Day will be 
more faces and stories of 
our WWII Veterans so if 
you know of someone 
who we can include, 
please let us know.  We 
appreciate and value our 
veterans! 

Due to COVID-19, regional ceremonies have been postponed or have tentative 

dates.  For more information regarding the ceremonies across the country, 

please refer to Chinese American WWII Veterans organization at: https://

www.caww2.org/ceremony or https://www.caww2.org/regional-events 

75th Anniversary Ceremony of the End of World War II  

For those who may have missed the ceremony on YouTube last week of the 75th 

anniversary ceremony of the end of World War II, here is link.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc 
 
If you would like more info on the YouTube video and those who sponsored this 
project, go to:    https://chsa.org/wwii-chinese-american-gi/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc
mailto:helenleewong@yahoo.com
mailto:helenleewong@yahoo.com
https://www.caww2.org/ceremony
https://www.caww2.org/ceremony
https://www.caww2.org/regional-events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHTZI0mFeFc
https://chsa.org/wwii-chinese-american-gi/
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1st VICE COMMANDER GEORGE TSANG 

George Tsang 

gtsang1130@gmail.com  

(415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2014 

Branch: Army  

Final Rank: SFC 

“I am 
planning to 

have a 
Thanksgiving 
lunch at the 
post during 

our November 
meeting. If we 
cannot hold a 

regular 
meeting, there 

will be to-go 
boxes with 

turkey and all 
the fixings.”   

permitting; we can have 
a good outdoor sit down 
meal in one of the many 
restaurants throughout 
the city.    

As for Cathay Post 384, I 
am not sure at this time.  
I am planning to have a 
Thanksgiving lunch at 
the post during our No-
vember meeting.  If we 
cannot hold a regular 
meeting, there will be to-
go boxes with turkey and 
all the fixings.  Current 
Cathay Post members 
can come by to pick up a 
Thanksgiving meal dur-
ing lunch time.  We will 
work out the details dur-
ing our October Zoom 

Restrictions seem to be 
relaxing a bit for the 
opening of businesses.  
Most businesses will be 
able to open at a reduced 
capacity.  Some streets 
are closed on weekends 
to encourage residents 
and visitors to patronize 
and support restaurants 
and shops in the area.  In 
Chinatown, Grant Ave. is 
closed between Califor-
nia and Washington 
Streets. In the Tender-
loin district, Larkin 
Street between O’Farrell 
and Eddy will be closed 
to traffic.  In the Mis-
sion, Valencia Street is 
closed between 16th and 
19th Streets.  Weather 

video/teleconference 
meeting.  All social  
distancing protocols will 
be observed.  

As of the end of Septem-
ber, we have 138 total  
current paid-up mem-
bers; 43 renewals and 46 
PUFLs for 89 total paid 
for 2021. Those who 
have not yet renewed for 
2021, please mail in your 
$50 check to renew your 
membership today.  
Mailing in your member-
ship dues today will 
eliminate the renewal 
notices you will receive 
from national headquar-
ters in the coming 
months.    

WWII Filming, Continued 

L-R: Flora Hui & Lily Wong, Flora Hui & Nelson Lum, and Flora Hui & Helen Wong. Photos by Lily Wong.    

another performance by 
singing the famous song, 
My Country, ‘Tis of Thee, 
for the entertainment of 
our viewers.  Cathay Post 
384 Commander Helen 
Wong, recorded her 
opening and closing  
remarks, I contributed 

(Continued from page 2) remarks representing 
American Legion District 
8, Department of CA.  
Behind the scene, our 
board member Miguel 
Ortiz, support members 
Lily Wong, Betty Lem, 
and Elain Hui all helped 
with the difficult tasks of 
coordinating and facili-
tating the creation of the 

videos.  While they are 
not yet ready for any ma-
jor movie productions at 
this time, it would be im-
possible for us to have 
done these tapings with-
out their assistance.  
Thank you all for a job 
well done. 
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Charles Paskerian 

chuck@paskerian.com   

(415) 749-1750  

Cathay Post member 
since: 2011 

Branch: USAF  

Final Rank: Major 

Rays of the sun 

 

The rays of the sun form 
the background of our 

proud emblem and  
suggests the Legion's  

principles will dispel the 
darkness of violence and 

evil. 

The wreath 

 

The wreath forms the  
center, in loving memory of 
those brave comrades who 

gave their lives in the  
service of the United States 
that liberty might endure. 

2nd VICE COMMANDER Charles Paskerian 

The star 

 

The star, victory symbol of 
World War I, also symbol-

izes honor, glory and  
constancy. The letters 

"U.S." leave no doubt as to 
the brightest star in the  

Legion's star. 

Outer rings 

 

The larger of two outer 
rings stands for the  

rehabilitation of our sick 
and disabled comrades. 
The smaller inside ring  
denotes the welfare of 

America's children. 

 

Inner rings 

 

The smaller of two inner 
rings set upon the star rep-
resents service to our com-

munities, states and the 
nation. The larger outer 
ring pledges loyalty to 

Americanism. 

American Legion 

 

The words American  
Legion tie the whole  

together for truth, remem-
brance, constancy, honor, 

service, veterans affairs and 
rehabilitation, children and 
youth, loyalty, and Ameri-

canism. 

If you found that interesting, check out American Legion Basic Training, the  
official training program for members, officers, and anyone who wants to expand 
their knowledge.  https://www.legion.org/alei  It is available online for you to 
access whenever you want, any time of day, seven days a week.  Learn at your 
own pace.  Topics include: History & Organization, four pillars of service and 
what it means: Americanism, Children & Youth, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilita-
tion, and National Security, and the conclusion of how it all fits together. The 
course has been rewritten, updated, streamlined and enhanced with videos,  
digital photos, clickable links, a historical timeline, and additional features.  

Did you know The American Legion emblem is made up of meaningful  
elements? Well, here is a bit of history.  You can also refer to https://

www.legion.org/emblem or Officers Guide and Manual of Ceremonies on 
https://www.legion.org/publications. 

mailto:chuck@paskerian.com
https://www.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/emblem
https://www.legion.org/emblem
https://www.legion.org/publications
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VISION, MISSION, VALUES & MOTTO OF  

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

VISION 

 The American Legion strengthens America by improving the lives of 

our veterans, the military and their families.  

MISSION 

The American Legion strengthens our communities, states and nation 

with programs and services for our veterans, the military and their 

families. 

VALUES 

• A VETERAN IS A VETERAN – which means The American Legion  

embraces all current and former members of the military and  

endeavors to help them transition into their communities.  

• SELFLESS SERVICE – which means The American Legion celebrates 

all who contribute to something larger than themselves and in-

spires others to serve and strengthen America.  

• AMERICAN VALUES AND PATRIOTISM – which means The American  

Legion advocates for upholding and defending the United States 

Constitution, equal justice and opportunity for everyone and  

discrimination against no one, youth education, responsible citizen-

ship and honoring military service by observing and participating in 

patriotic and memorial events.  

• FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – which means The Ameri-

can Legion meets the unique needs of local communities.  

• ADVANCING THE VISION – which means The American Legion  

educates, mentors and leads new generations of Americans.  

• HONORING THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE US – which means The  

American Legion pays perpetual respect for all past military  

sacrifices to ensure they are never forgotten by new generations.  

MOTTO 

Veterans Strengthening America 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION CHARITIES & 

SCHOLARSHIPS

National Commander Bill Oxford’s 2020-2021 charity 
is The American Legion’s Veterans & Children Foun-
dation (V&CF).  He is asking for, “...support from our 
American Legion Family members to put on their 
walking or running shoes, get on their bikes or rev up 
their motorcycles for 100 miles today through Veter-
ans Day…. And I am issuing a special challenge to  
department commanders to join me, if they are physi-
cally able, in the 100-mile quest. 

For a $30 registration fee, 100 Miles for Hope partici-
pants receive a slick tech shirt, a sign to display and a 
certificate of accomplishment when they finish. 
Roughly 50 percent of the $30 fee will go toward 
V&CF after figuring in costs for the shirts, shipping, 
etc.” 

The foundation provides critical grants for military 
and veteran parents in unexpected financial crises 
and support for service officers in their  efforts to  
obtain care, benefits. and opportunities for disabled 
veterans and families.  

Put on your walking/jogging shoes and hit the trails.  
Bring your mask if you are required to.  Fresh air is 

good for the body and it will certainly make you feel better to get out of the house if you’ve been stuck 
inside for weeks and weeks.  For more of Commander Oxford’s message on 100 Miles for Hope, click 
on the link. https://www.legion.org/commander/249688/oxford-launches-100-miles-hope 

15TH ANNIVERSAY—AMERICAN LEGION LEGACY RUN FUNDRAISER 

You can kill two birds with one 

stone.  Sign up for 100 Miles for 

Hope and participate in the virtual 

American Legion Rider’s Legacy Run.  

It’s not too late.  Or you can donate 

directly to the Legacy Scholarship 

Fund and get some cool swag for the 

15th anniversary of the annual Ameri-

can Legion Legacy Run.  

Here is the link for more information 
and to donate: https://
www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/
donation 

2020 Rocker Main patch  

https://emblem.legion.org/100-Miles-For-Hope-Registration/productinfo/100MILES/?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=080320_CM&utm_id=39954284
https://www.legion.org/commander/249688/oxford-launches-100-miles-hope
https://www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/donation
https://www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/donation
https://www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/donation
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LEGION NATIONAL MEETING & PROGRAM UPDATES  

 

All future meetings and events are as follows: 

• Fall national commission/committee meetings will be held virtually unless otherwise 

noted by commission/committee chair.   

• October 10, 2020—Committee on Youth Education meeting. 

• October 14-15, 2020 fall NEC meeting will be streamed live from the NEC boardroom 

with National Commander Oxford facilitating at the podium.  Reports will be sent to 

all NEC members by October 7.  There will be no in-person call-ins.   

• October 27—7:00 p.m. EDT, Training Tuesdays, Changes & Updates to Online Mem-

bership Processing and Buddy Checks via Microsoft Teams 

• November 30-December 4, 2020—National  Veterans Creative Arts Festival at Home 

Join the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival at HOME Opening Monday, 
November 30, 6 p.m. ET/ 3 p.m. PT or follow on social media @Sports4Vets 

(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) using #NVCAFatHome 

• 2020 National American Legion College (NALC) in Indianapolis, IN originally sched-

uled for November 1-6, 2020 has been rescheduled to March 20-26, 2021.  The dead-
line for applications from department to national has ended.  

Please visit the Legion website for updated notices and headlines.  www.legion.org 

Please check the department website for the latest information www.calegion.org on fu-
ture meetings, events, and programs.  

• October 8, 6 p.m. DEC via online.  Stay on after the meeting for additional training. 

• November 8, 2-4 p.m., Parliamentary Procedure Training by Diane DeVries, Depart-

ment of CA Parliamentarian.  Register at: https://register.gotowebinar.com/

register/9066648059089683983 

• Cathay Post 384 will continue to hold its monthly meeting as scheduled via video/

tele conference until further notice.   

• Memberships are still being received and processed.  Send in your dues today. 

• Heating work is finished.  There will be heat this winter. 

• October activities canceled:  Fleet Week luncheon and Italian Heritage Day  

parade 

CA DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

CATHAY POST 384 UPDATES 

 

L E G I O N  U P DAT E S  

http://www.legion.org
http://www.calegion.org
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9066648059089683983
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9066648059089683983
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

2020-2021 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES  

  EARLY BIRD/NEF KICKOFF       SEPTEMBER 10, 2020         50%   

FALL MEETINGS    OCTOBER 15, 2020   55%   

VETERANS DAY    NOVEMBER 12, 2020  65%   

PEARL HARBOR DAY        DECEMBER 11, 2020  75%   

MID-WINTER                 JANUARY 21, 2021    80%   

PRESIDENTS DAY    FEBRUARY 10, 2021    85%   

LEGION BIRTHDAY   MARCH 10, 2021    90%   

CHILDREN & YOUTH  APRIL 14, 2021    95%  

  ARMED FORCES DAY          MAY 12, 2021          100%   

DELEGATE STRENGTH             30 days prior to national convention 

Target dates are the second Wednesday of the month unless a holiday falls on that day or at the 

beginning of that week. Since Labor Day and Columbus Day fall on a Monday, the September and 

October target dates will be on a Thursday. Since Veterans Day falls on a Wednesday, the  

November target date will be on a Thursday. To maximize the December renewal notice, the  

January target date will be the third Wednesday of the month due to Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

2020-2021 NATIONAL RENEWAL SCHEDULE  

 Cutoff Date  Renewal Mail Date 

MAY 13, 2020  JUL 1, 2020 

SEP 10, 2020  OCT 9, 2020 

 OCT 15, 2020  NOV 13, 2020 

DEC 9, 2020  JAN 6, 2021 

FEB 10, 2021  FEB 24, 2021 

APR 14, 2021  APR 30, 2021 

Transmittals not received by the cutoff date may not prevent a subsequent renewal notice from 
being delivered at or around the renewal date.  

Please note that renewals transmitted and received by the cutoff (which is also a national target 
date) will be updated prior to printing renewal notices, assuming they can be successfully 
scanned. Membership that must be hand-keyed (new members and renewals that cannot be 
scanned) will take longer to process. Please transmit as early and as often as possible in advance 
of the target dates to help avoid delays in processing.  

All online membership processing transmittals submitted through mylegion.org by the close of 
business on the cutoff date will suppress printing of renewal notices.  
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T he current hatred towards every-
thing that our traditional law en-

forcement stands for is being ex-
pressed daily through the so called 
“peaceful” demonstrations.  The inces-
sant condemnations and vicious at-
tacks upon those who have sworn to 
defend the values of our constitution 
by the rioters have managed to engulf 
our entire country.  Night after night, 
we are forced to witness felonious as-
saults on law enforcement officers by 
rioters with the intent to cause serious 
and permanent bodily harm along 
with the rampant and wanton destruc-
tion of properties.  It is very unfortu-
nate that some of our local officials 
have chosen the ill conceived non-
confrontational approach with these 
rioters by disallowing the law enforce-
ment officers to utilize the proven ef-
fective crowd control tactics in hope of 
pacifying the  
rioters’ destructive behaviors.  In situ-
ations where some of these very  
destructive rioters were arrested, they 
were released almost immediately to 
rejoin their fellow rioters and contin-
ued to cause harm.  The end result of 
these ineffective appeasement tactics 
have served to embolden the rioters 
and we now have a much more diffi-
cult conundrum to deal with.  Many of 
us citizens have inadvertently caved 
into thinking that even our physical 
wellbeing are no longer secured due to 
our exposure to the continual intimi-
dation tactics deployed by the radical 
elements.   

The American Legion recognized from 
its inception that national security is a 
vital element to our nation’s survival, 
and thus, designated it as one of the 
four pillars.  The Legion axiomatically 
supports the concept that our military 
should always be the best in the world 
in order to protect our citizens from 
any foreign adversaries.  Here at 
home, the Legion recognizes the  

important role of our first responders 
to lend us protection against all  
domestic adversaries.  When members 
of the Legion witnessed the current 
waves of anti law enforcement attacks 
under the misguided accusation that 
all law enforcement agencies are  
systemically racist, we must speak up 
to defend the very pillar that has kept 
us safe for all these years.  Are there 
racists in the ranks of law enforce-
ment?  The answer is absolutely yes, 
but they are the few and with certainty, 
not the predominate representatives of 
law enforcement.  Efforts to detect and 
eradicate these cancer cells from with-
in the umbrella of law enforcement 
must be vigorous and ongoing.  We 
support holding all law enforcement 
officers accountable for their actions 
with alacrity, and when they acted  
outside the scope of what is permissi-
ble by law, they must face and answer 
to the same justice system that they 
have sworn to uphold.   

The first amendment of our constitu-
tion grants us all the right of freedom 
of speech, and we should all cherish 
and support the legitimate right of 
those genuine peaceful protesters who 
came to express their opinions no  
matter what that opinion may be, and 
they may do so in a rambunctious 
manner providing their action do not 
inhibit anybody else’s right.  In order 
to maintain a civil society, laws and 
those charged with enforcing those 
laws must be subjected to oversight 
with persnickety manner.  However, 
politicians must take heed; he/she 
does not, should not, and must not 
sacrifice the livelihood of those who 
enforce the laws by throwing them to 
the wolfs.  We have witnessed several 
cases where prosecutors (politicians) 
over charged the officers in their at-
tempt to placate the mob.  Most of 
these cases ended up in acquittals but 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hatred of All Law Enforcement By Nelson Lum 
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someone who has dealt with demon-
strations and riots for almost 30 years, 
first as a line officer, then as a supervi-
sor, and later as an instructor for 
crowd/riot control for the San Francis-
co Police Department, I can say une-
quivocally that appeasement of the 
mob or any hesitancy to enforce the 
laws will only accentuate the appear-
ance of weakness, a weakness that the 
mob would gladly be taking advantage 
of.  Most important of all, our law en-
forcement officers should not be the 
subject of hate.  We must let them 
know that the overwhelming citizens 
of our country are in support of them 
and appreciate their service.      

the lives of the officers charged are 
usually ruined.  

We need to take back our cities and 
streets.  We must begin by not even 
dignifying the thought of “defunding” 
the police.  Politicians must not flame 
the hate by labeling the police as 
“enemies.”  These ongoing nightly  
riots must be stopped even if it means 
calling in the National Guards in great 
numbers.  Since many of the local 
prosecutors would not charge these 
rioters, federal statutes must be looked 
upon as an option for prosecution.  As 

(Continued from page 10) 

COVID-19 and Flu Can Spread This Fall & Winter By Roger Dong 

Getting a flu vaccine is 
more important than  
ever during 2020-2021 
to protect yourself, your 
family and your commu-
nity from flu. If you 
haven't already, get your 
flu shot. The CDC has 
warned that coupled 
with the threat of COVID
-19, the annual threat of 
the flu will strike, and 
everyone should be pre-
pared.  If you need a re-
minder that viruses are 
dangerous, especially for 

us young guys and gals, 
get that flu shot.  Com-
munity Care Network 
offers no-cost flu shots to 
veterans. Medicare pays 
for it, and even if you are 
not on Medicare, the $30 
bucks to pay for this in-
jection could be well 
worth the money.  Each 
year the flu has taken 
many lives. Between 
2018-19, 34,200 died 
from one or more ver-
sions of the flu.  Stay 
alive and healthy.  Don't 

be a statistic! 

Influenza (Flu) and 
COVID-19 are both con-
tagious respiratory ill-
nesses, but they are 
caused by different vi-
ruses. COVID-19 is 
caused by infection with 
a new coronavirus 
(called SARS-CoV-2) and 
flu is caused by infection 
with influenza viruses. 
Because some of the 
symptoms of flu and 
COVID-19 are similar, it 
may be hard to tell the 
difference and testing 
may be needed to help 
confirm a diagnosis. For 
more information: 
https://www.cdc.gov/
flu/symptoms/flu-vs-
covid19.htm 

https://www.legion.org/
veter-
anshealthcare/250412/
don%E2%80%99t-wait-
%E2%80%94-get-your-
flu-shot-now 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/viruses/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/250412/don%E2%80%99t-wait-%E2%80%94-get-your-flu-shot-now
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T oday, after months of debate, 
doubts still exist regarding the 

value of face masks during a viral pan-
demic.  Most Americans, in most of 
America, believe that the use of face 
masks does help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  Doctors, including viral 
specialists, and specialists with the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and our Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) all firmly  
believe that face masks help prevent 
the spread of the virus.  Some people,  
living in our democracy, want to  
ignore the warnings from local and 
state government officials who are 
mandating this type of mitigation 
practice. Some people still disagree 
and consider it a violation of their 
freedom of action.  In a democracy, 
there will always be some people who 
will challenge authority, regardless of 
risk. 

Regarding most of us who accept the 
reality that using a face mask does  
provide some protection to ourselves, 
and to others, maximum protection 
effectiveness requires a lot of disci-
pline and focus.  Also a reality, most 
people are not likely using all the  
procedures required to benefit from a 
"standard" face mask.  (e.g.  The pro-
cess of putting on and removing a face 
mask properly requires a process not 
everyone practices.  We are told that 
we should remove our face masks,  
using (and touching) just the ear 
straps. (Who does this all the time?)  

Contact with any other part of the 
mask can transfer any virus from the 
mask to our hands.  Once a virus is 
transferred to our hands (or fingers), 
unless the hands are washed, or disin-
fected immediately, we use our hands 
to touch our face and that is one very 
simple way COVID-19 finds its next 
victim. The coronavirus does not  
discriminate. If you are a warm  

Face Masks—Effective Against COVID-19? By Roger Dong 

human, you will be an excellent host to 
be invaded.  Seniors are unfortunately 
most at risk when infected by COVID-
19.  That would include the 13 million 
veterans that are seniors.  At our post, 
we have more than a couple dozen  
seniors! 

Focusing on the masks, how often do 
users wash their masks?  Ideally, each 
cloth mask is used once, and should be 
washed.  Who does that? (Not Moi!) 
Masks with insertable filters are good 
for one day.  That is interpreted by 
most people to mean that they can use 
a mask for an hour or two, then reuse 
their masks several times for several 
days before their filters are replaced.  
(Moi? Guilty!)   

Who keeps a log to track each filter? 
(Moi? Guilty.) 

We were recently stated by Dr. Robert 
R. Redfield, Jr., Director, Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
“...that face masks may provide more 
protection than a coronavirus vaccine. 
A potential coronavirus vaccine will 
likely be available in limited quantities 
by the end of this year, but it may only 
be about 70% effective.”  Current coro-
navirus cases from the CDC are: 
7,525,313 cases and fatalities: 211,132 
in the United States.  Be reminded that 
in our total battle field, deaths in 
WWI, WWII, the Korean War, and the 
Vietnam War was 426,132. And among 
the fatal COVID-19 victims, 80% were 
seniors.   

Fortunately, many of us do not know 
anyone who has died of COVID-19.  
That will not be true if the CDC’s  
director admonition is close to being 
accurate.  It is almost a statistical  
certainty that we will have many of our 
post seniors among the statistics if we 
don’t wear face masks.   So, WEAR A 
FACE COVERING when you’re out. 
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Artificial Intelligence-Can It Replace Writers? By Roger Dong 

job, if not already, will be history. 

Some of us thought that writing,  
requires, in some cases, a lot of crea-
tivity.  But when a machine has access 
to unlimited data and is managed with 
Artificial Intelligence software, who 
can compete.  Recently, in San Fran-
cisco, the firm OPENAI, has developed 
a system known as Generator  
Pre-trained Transformer (GPT-3), 
which is capable of conducting  
research in the clouds, analyze the all 
data collected and generate written 
reports that appear to be written by 
humans.  In reality, even the best  
human report writer does not have the 
time or access, to read and analyze 
everything ever printed on a subject 
matter.  But all data stored in the 
clouds on a known subject matter, can 
be located and analyzed with GPT-3 
software.   It even appears that GPT-3 
learns and generates reports that 
might be called original and unique.  

If a few words or phrases, or word  
order, are new in a report, it is by defi-
nition unique. GPT-3 reports generat-
ed do not have spelling and grammar 
problems.  And this also means that 
once this type of automation is  
utilized, the need for software  
programmers may go away.  GPT-3 
like programs can study all the soft-
ware ever published and stored in the 
clouds, learn all the software routines 
needed to write programs, quickly 
write new software programs.  Some 
of us encouraged our grandchildren to 
study software programming for a safe 
and rewarding career, but that advice 
is no longer valid.  Managing the com-
puters that perform these tasks may 
be the only high-tech jobs available for 
people at the non-executive levels.  

E li Musk, Tesla founder has  
declared that the development of 

artificial intelligence (AI), is similar to 
the “discovery of fire.”  Musk sees that 
the potential power of AI will affect 
and impact science and technology 
like no other development.  It will  
impact everyday matters and has even 
already impacted military systems in 
many countries.   

We will talk about military systems at 
another time.  Right now, let's discuss 
one down to earth matter like writing 
reports.  AI is software technology 
which is always visible, but when AI is 
used in conjunction with computers 
and machines, we are now talking 
about jobs, the jobs of writers like  
myself and others on our Cathay Post 
newsletter staff.  AI and computers 
can now write reports because it has 
examined millions and billions of  
examples of human reports found in 
books, newspapers, magazines etc. It 
learns from examining and comparing 
millions/billions of bytes of data and 
duplicates and reformats writing  
samples it has read and examined.   

Technology has been taking away jobs 
of all types.  Now even soft jobs like 
report writing are threatened.  What, 
can't we keep the automation off our 
desks?  Well, when we are competing 
with technology/automation/robots 
that can work 24 hours a day and has 
access to unlimited data, technology 
will win. Not only are computers capa-
ble of working without resting, they 
are not threatened by viruses, do not 
strike, or complain, nor do they  
require HR support, health insurance, 
holidays, maternity/paternity leaves 
and retirement funding.  If automa-
tion can take away a human job, that 
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To register:  https://

register.gotowebinar.com/
register/9066648059089683983 

 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9066648059089683983
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9066648059089683983
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LEGION FAMILY NEWS 

American Legion Auxiliary 
 

American Legion Auxiliary will also be conducting virtual meetings.   
Oct. 23—ALA Foundation Board Meeting (Virtual)  
 
Click on the link for updated events.  www.alaforveterans.org/Meetings/ 
 

ALA Academy 
Under a new academy training program, the American Legion Auxiliary is 

providing all members with the tools they need to help grow the organiza-

tion as a team. The training is designed to help members learn as part of a 

process that includes learning the information, sharing it with others, 

practicing their new skills, and, eventually, making those new skills a  

habit. https://www.alaforveterans.org/ala-academy/ 

Sons of The American Legion 

The fall meeting on Sat., September 26 held virtually via Zoom for the first 

time was, by no small feat, a successful meeting.  Commander Clint Bolt 

facilitated the virtual live-streamed meeting in The American Legion NEC 

room conducted business as usual with the assistance of the national adju-

tant and judge advocate.   There were 44 detachments represented and 

over 200 members who logged into the meeting across the country from 

Hawaii and Alaska to the eastern seaboard.  The SAL NEC meeting lasted 

just under three (3) hours, conducted a full agenda that included the re-

viewing and voting of 17 resolutions.     

American Legion Riders 
Get your cool 15th anniversary Legacy Run swag now, before it’s too late. 
Click on the link to learn more about The American legion Legacy Scholar-

ship fund www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/donation.  Donations start at 
$15 up to $250 in exchange for commemorative items ranging from the 

coveted rocker patch, 15th anniversary challenge coin, t-shirt, and history 
book.  The Pony Express Ride involving American Legion departments from 
California to Indiana, took off Wed., Oct. 7, for a 2,300-mile journey that 
will wrap up in Indianapolis on Oct. 13.  The ride started at Hollywood Post 
43 with stops to include riders from the Departments of Arizona, Texas, 

and Oklahoma, and many others along the way.  

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Meetings/
https://www.alaforveterans.org/ala-academy/
http://www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun/donation
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Like most veterans, my dad never talked 
much about his time in the service.  All infor-
mation are from his enlistment and separa-
tion reports.  However, he once said to me 
that it was a ‘Duty to serve the country you 
live in.’  

After his discharge from the Military, he 
worked at a laundry in San Francisco for a 
few years. 

He returned to China and brought his wife to 
the United States.    

He was a bartender in San Francisco China-
town for over 40 years.  Some people may 
know him by the name ‘Sam’.  The restau-
rants that he bartended at were Kuo Wah, 
Sung Hung Heung, and Nam Yuen.  As a  
bartender, he enjoyed meeting new people 
and listening to their stories.  He met celebri-
ties like John Wayne and Boris Karloff.  One 
was amazingly tall and the other had eyes 
that would give you nightmares.  Beside Hol-
lywood Stars, he also met Herd Caen, the SF 
columnist, in which Mr. Caen wrote of their 
meeting in one of his columns.    

Ying (Sam) was a long time member of the 
American Legion Cathy Post 384.  He passed 
away in 1980.  He was survived by his wife 
and three children, Patricia, Albert, James, 
and granddaughter Priscilla.  

Active Duties: November 14, 
1942 – November 19, 1945 

U.S. Army 551st Signal Air 
Warning Battalion 

MOS: 514 Radar Operator - 
Operated fixed ground radar 
equipment 

Asiatic Pacific Theater: Octo-
ber 26 1943 – October 7, 1945   
- Northern Solomon, Southern 
Philippines 

Interesting Departures and 
Arrivals times: 

Departure to Pacific Theater 
October 26 1943 - Arrived  
November 15, 1943 (20 days) 

Departure to USA October 7, 
1945 - Arrived November 12, 
1945 (36 days) 

Decorations:  American Cam-
paign Medal, Philippine Liber-
ation Ribbon, Asiatic Pacific 
Campaign Medal, World War 
II Victory Medal, Good  
Conduct Medal 

PFC Ying C. Wong Submitted by Tony Lyau (his father-in-law) 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 ALWMC 
Meeting, 3 pm, 
Dist. 8 @ 4 pm  

7 8  CA DEC 
meeting, vir-
tual 6 p.m. 

9 10 
Post Meeting 
11 am 

11 12 
Columbus 
Day 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27  National 
Training, 7 
p.m. EDT 

28 29 30 31 
Halloween 

October 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  
Daylight 
Savings ends 

2 3 ALWMC 
Meeting, 3 pm, 
Dist. 8 @ 4 pm  

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
Veterans 
Day 

12  CA DEC 
meeting, vir-
tual 6 p.m. 

13 14  
Post Meeting 
11 am 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26  
Thanksgiving 

27 28 

29 30      

November 2020 
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www.legion.org 

Come join American Legion Cathay Post 384 
in San Francisco, one of the oldest and most 
active posts in San Francisco.  We welcome all 
qualified retired or active military personnel.   

Our veterans are courageous military men and 
women who proudly served or are currently 
serving. 

CATHAY POST 384  
American Legion  

2020-2021 Post Officers  

 

Commander: Helen Wong 

1st Vice Commander: George Tsang 

2nd Vice Commander:  
Charles Paskerian 

Adjutant: Ernie Stanton 

Finance Officer: Vacant 

Historian: Roger Dong 

Jr. Past Commander: Nelson Lum 

Do you want to receive the Cathay Dispatch or need to update your email address, please contact us at: 
cathaypost@gmail.com.  We’ll get right on it.   If you would like to submit an article, propose suggestions, or 
have comments, please email the Editor-in-Chief at: cathaypost@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support! 

NEW— July 30, 2019 LEGION Act, Let Everyone Get  
Involved in Opportunities for National Service  
expands eligibility to those who served honorably 
from December 7, 1941 to now.   
 
 World War I    Beginning of World  
     War II 
 4/6/1917 – 11/11/1918    12/7/1941 – to future date  
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Headquarter 

1524 Powell Street 

San Francisco, CA 

94133 

Tel: (415) 797-7384 

Fax: (415) 797-7384 

E-mail: cathaypost@gmail.com 

www.sfcathaypost384.org 

San Francisco War Memorial 

Veterans Building Office #2 

401 Van Ness Ave, Rm 213B 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Cathay Dispatch Staff 

Clara Pon George — Interim Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 

cathaypost384events@gmail.com 

Helen Wong, George Tsang, Charles Paskerian, and Nelson 

Lum—Cathay Dispatch contributing writers 

Roger Dong — Historian and contributing reporter 

gnodregor@gmail.com  

We welcome article or letter submissions and reserve the right to  

publish, republish, or not publish any submission, and to edit articles 

or letters as appropriate. Submissions must include your name and an 

email address or telephone number.  All submissions should be 

emailed to cathaypost384events@gmail.com.   

Cathay Dispatch writers were former members of the National 

American Legion Media Association (NALMA, 501(c)(3)), National 

American Legion Press Association, and California Legion Press  

Association (CALPA, 501(c)(3)).  The award plaques received from 

those national and department level entities since 2014 will forever be 

displayed on the walls throughout the post as part of its distinguished 

history.  

mailto:gnodregor@gmail.com

