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L ively, intense, acrimonious, and 
interesting are only a few words to 

describe the events and atmosphere at 
the 97th American Legion Department 
of California convention that was held 
this year in Ontario, CA on June 25-28.  
We all knew that Sanger was going to 
be the hot topic and the focal point of 
this year’s convention.  In the end, 57% 
of the delegates to the convention voted 
to accept the proposed finance report 
and to move forward with buying the 
former bank building in Sanger, CA.  
Currently, there are no plans for the 
Department of California to sign a lease 
to stay at its temporary location when 
the rest of the American Legion War 
Memorial Commission office and the 
Legion Auxiliary move back into the 
War Memorial Veterans’ Building at the 
end of August.  Where will the Depart-
ment of California headquarters be   
located on September 1? The clock is 
ticking and the ad hoc committee has a 
lot to do with very little time to do it in.  
We wish you all the best of luck.      
Congratulations on purchasing a new 

“I BOUGHT YOU A NEW HOME” 

CONGRATULATIONS LARRY VAN KURAN! By Clara Pon 

home and headquarters in Sanger for 
the Department of California.  

Welcome and congratulations to the 
2015-16 Department of California  
Commander Larry Van Kuran from 
Woodland Hills Post 826, District 20.  
With your many years as a consultant 
for a large organization such as Kaiser 
and your years with the American     
Legion, you are certainly field tested to 
maneuver your way through the quan-
dary that is now the Department of  
California headquarters.  I don’t think 
anyone envies your new position.  We 
also want to congratulate your new   
officers who will be there to support 
you during your term.  

 Adjutant–Bill Siler iii 
 Service Officer–Scott McKee 
 Judge Advocate–John Bart 
 Asst. Judge Advocate–Autry James 
 Historian–Lillian Moss 
 Parliamentarian–Michael Gombar 

(Continued on page 2) 

L-R: Elizabeth (daughter), Larry Van Kuran, Robert 

(son).  Photo by Henry Sanchez, Post 233 

The AL Dept. of CA’s new headquarters in the old 

Westamerica bank building. 
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 Chaplain–Joe Gonzales 
 Webmaster–John Blumhofer 
 Editor–Marilyn Rideaux 
 Legislative Advocate–Pete Conaty 

Another congratulation goes to 2015-
16 Department of California Sergeant-
at-Arms Wayne Yee from Chinatown 
Post 628, District 17 in Los Angeles 
County.  As the previous Department 
Parliamentarian and Past District 17 
Commander, we know you will work 
hard to learn the duties of your new 
position and we look forward to seeing 
you when the new national command-
er comes to California on his tour.  

More new officers to 
announce. Congrat-
ulations to our own 
Cathay Post No. 384 
Commander Nelson 
Lum who was sworn 
in as the new district 
commander for the 

Eighth District Council. Our friend 
and partner at Redwood City Post 105 
Past  Commander    
Romie Bassetto was 
also sworn in as the 
new district com-
mander for District 
26.  Best wishes and 
good luck to you both 
on a successful year. 

The California American Legion Press 
Association (CALPA) had their annual 
awards luncheon at the Ontario     
Convention Center on Saturday, June 
27.  Over two dozen members were 
treated to a tasty lunch and a lively 
discussion on the future direction of 
CALPA.  We had two candidates run-
ning to be the new CALPA president. 
We heard campaign speeches from 

(Continued from page 1) both.  It was a hard decision since they 
are both equally qualified academical-
ly, professionally, and would certainly 
make a huge impact going forward.  
Congratulations to Dr. John Ellis, 
Ed.D from Post 739, Indio.  We look 
forward to your guidance, ideas, and 
leadership during the 2015-16 year.  In 
addition to electing a new president, 
they elected vice presidents and       
appointed executive board members 
for each area.  Nelson Lum was elected 
to be vice president and Helen Wong 
was appointed to the executive board 
of CALPA for Area 2.  Congratulations 
to Nelson and Helen.  

More importantly, I have great news to 
report.  Last year, we came in 2nd in 
both the newsletter and social media 
categories.  Not bad for our first time 
entering into the competition.  This 
past year, we endeavored to do better 
and improve on what we already did.  I 
am happy to announce that we official-
ly succeeded.  We came in 1st place in 
both newsletter (in our category) and 
social media!  Congratulations every-
one!  You all did a great job writing 
articles, editing, proofreading, and 
posting events.  The judging as it was 
done the previous year was done again 
this year by students at UC Irvine and 
Orange Coast College.  Thank you for 
your time and effort. 

The Sons of the 
American Legion 
Det ac h ment  o f    
California holds 
their convention at 
the same location 
and time as the    
Department.  As a 
part of the Legion 
family, they are   
supported by the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Jr. Past Detachment 

Commander Mike 

Fox. Photo by Henry 

Sanchez, Post 233. 
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COMMANDER NELSON LUM 

Congratulations to our editor and staff 
of the Cathay Dispatch.  The California 
American Legion Press Association 
announced at its awards luncheon 
held on June 27, 2015 the 2014-2015 
winners.  Last year, the Cathay Dis-
patch came in 2nd place.  With devo-
tion, determination, skill, and hard 
work, our staff, led by our Editor-in-
Chief Clara Pon, strived to be the best 
and have succeeded.  The Cathay Dis-
patch was awarded first place in our 
category.  I want to thank everyone 
who contributed to this tremendous 
effort.  Our publication has become 
the envy of many posts and has estab-
lished a reputation throughout the 
state.  What an accomplishment! 

Having taken over as commander for 
only a couple of weeks, I already led a 
delegation of our members to attend 
the 70th and 66th anniversary of Lt. 
B.R. Kimlau Post 1291, New York and 
Chinatown Post 328, Boston, respec-
tively. There were approximately 
1,000 plus attendees at the New York 
celebration accompanied by lion danc-
ers and Scottish bagpipers.  We were 
treated as VIPs by the host members 
and we were able to exchange con-

“As we celebrate 
the 4th of July, 
please keep in 

mind the 
sacrifices of those 
who fought for 

our freedom and 
independence.” 

structive ideas that may be beneficial 
to both our organizations.  Our group 
bus trip up to Boston from New York 
was lengthy, yet relaxing.  About 350 
attendees were present for the Boston 
celebration.  Once again, we were    
accorded VIP treatment by our hosts 
from Boston.  Officers and members of 
both New York and Boston Posts 
promised to attend our 85th anniver-
sary which is less than a year away.  

Upon returning home, there was a 
very small window to attend to some 
personal business before I prepared to 
embark on another trip.  The Ameri-
can Legion Department of California 
Convention was held on June 24 
through June 28 in Ontario, CA.  I  
attended as one of the representatives 
from our post as well as for District 8.  
I was also sworn in as the next       
commander of the Eighth District 

(Continued on page 9) 

Nelson Lum 

nelson1431@aol.com 

1 (415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2005 

Branch: Army 

Final Rank: SPC  

Scottish bagpipers with Adjutant Gabe Mui and 

Honorable Randall Eng.   

Photo by Wayne Chin, Yardley Photos, NY.  

Cathay Post members in front of Lt. B.R. Kimlau 

Memorial arch in New York.  
Photo by Jenna Dare 

Lion dance troupe from Praying Mantis Martial 

Arts Institute.  Photo by Wayne Chin, NY. 
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“Honoring both 
JROTC and 

ROTC cadets 
with awards and 

scholarships 
upheld our great 

tradition to 
feature our 

future veterans 
and set their 

young military 
careers off with a 

memorable 
accent.” 

Roger Dong 

rogerdong@hotmail.com 

1 (650) 339-0010 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2005 

Branch: Air Force 

Final Rank: Lt. Col. 

1st VICE COMMANDER ROGER DONG 

Whew! May and June were very, 
very busy months.  This senior 
American Legion member is still 
trying to catch his breath.   While 
the past two months were thrilling 
and exhausting, they were very 
satisfying.    

In late May, we had our annual 
Cathay Post celebration at Far East 
Cafe and that night was an evening 
to remember.  Everyone I talked to 
after the event said that they had a 
great time and our honoring of 
firefighters and police officers, an 
annual special event started by our 
late Past Commander Bok Pon, 
was especially praised for commu-
nity recognition.  Honoring both 
JROTC and ROTC cadets with 
awards and scholarships upheld 
our great tradition to feature our 
future veterans and set their young 
military careers off with a memo-
rable accent. Our post continues to 
set a great example in the Bay Area 
for other posts to emulate. 

Our six days in New York and Bos-
ton were terrific.  We met so many 
of our colleagues and fellow Amer-
ican Legion veterans, notably our 
collegial Chinese American veter-
ans.  When we meet other Chinese 
American veterans, it is always 
amazing to me that our experienc-
es in the military, and in life, have 
so many similarities.  Everyone I 
talked to, agreed that we need to 
connect regularly and support all 
our various veterans, community 
support activities, and operations.  
Five years ago, our post created 
the Chinese American Veterans 
Alliance to accomplish that goal, 
but we have not had enough follow
-through.  If you are interested, 
please let me know. 

In New York, I just read that because of the 
large and growing Chinese population (and 
their contributions) to the City of New 
York, Mayor Bill de Blasio declared that 
the City's public schools would be closed 
on Lunar New Year day so that Chinese 
and Asian students could celebrate without 
missing class.  Today, there are reportedly 
175,000 Asian students in NYC public 
schools.  Some of us might have over-
looked that San Francisco Unified School 
District also celebrates Lunar New Year by 
closing its schools.  NYC and SF are now 
the only two American cities that recognize 
Lunar New Year as a public school holiday.  
Too bad that did not take place when I was 
in school.   

Our friends from Lt. B.R. Kimlau Post 1291 
hosted us at their 70th birthday party and 
as usual, they had a huge crowd with many 
local and state American Legion dignitaries 
who all enjoyed the hospitality of our fa-
vorite New York post.  For the very first 
time, we even viewed a pair of lion dancers 
who were garbed in custom made Ameri-
can flags.  Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 continues 
to amaze everyone with their activity level 
and service to their community.  Congrats 
to Commander Mark Eng who will be serv-
ing his second year as the post’s leader.  
We were treated like VIPs by the post 
members and especially Adjutant Gabe 
Mui and Past Commander Mimi Wang.   

(Continued on page 8) 

NY installation and award acceptance by Chairman 

Peter Woo, Adj. Gabe Mui surrounded by Legion and 

community leaders.  Photo by Wayne Chin, NY. 
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As we enter the month of 
July, have you ever won-
dered how did a term 
originally associated 
with the military become 
main stream into the 
business world?   

From the Dictionary of 
Military & Associated 
Terms, U.S. Dept of the 
Defense 2005, “Force 
Multiplier: a capability 
that when added to and 
employed by a combat 
force, significantly in-
creases the combat po-
tential of that force and 
thus enhances the proba-
bility of successful mis-
sion accomplishment.”  
Being that we are former 
military, we can relate to 
working more efficiently 
with less.  No wonder the 
business community has 
adopted the phrase that 
works in their world. 

If we apply this to Cathay 
Post, you could say, “It is 
a factor that dramatically 
increases the effective-
ness of a group” as de-
fined from Wikipedia.  
So, how can we increase 
the effectiveness of our 
group you ask?  One way 
our members can be 
more effective is by look-

ing at our leaders charg-
ing up the morale; lim-
ited numbers, but willing 
to go all out for our post. 
Our newly installed offic-
ers are now starting off 
the year.  By leading by 
example and not holding 
back from work, the 
membership can see the 
direction our command-
er wants to take the 
group, and it can be very 
inspiring, and thus very 
uplifting.   

Cathay Post has a good 
reputation for being in-
volved in a lot of pro-
jects, yet it is again a 
small group that takes 
part time and time again 
so we have to be “force 
multipliers.”  Let all of us 
look at what we can do to 
be more active, whether 
it is showing up on July 
4th to represent the post 
as the flag is being raised 
at the Chinese Consoli-
dated Benevolent Associ-
ation, handing out mem-
bership applications to 
friends and family mem-
bers, going to the VA 
Hospital to visit in-
patients, wearing your 
Legion cover in the com-
munity, signing up to 
help at the post or at-

2ND VICE COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

Helen Wong 

wong_helen@sbcglob
al.net 

1 (415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 1990 

Branch: Army 

Final Rank: Lt. Col. 

tending the meetings or 
fundraising events,  find-
ing interesting activities 
that are free or low costs 
to pass on to others (look 
at website: cheap-
funsf.com), or as Chap-
lain Ow and Comrade 
Gary Chew have shown 
much younger members 
by carrying the flags 
while representing the 
post at a recent funeral 
service.   

Some of our post mem-
bers also volunteer out-
side of the City at least 
once a month at Red-
wood City Post 105 Char-
itable Foundation bingo 
night.  This is a win-win 
situation for all and a 
great opportunity to 
meet and interact with 
other legionnaires from 
other posts and districts.  
Come see me on how you 
can help out.  

When we were called to 
serve the nation, we an-
swered the call.  Now, 
this is how Cathay Post 
members can “enhance 
the probability of suc-
cessful mission accom-
plishment.”  Please vol-
unteer to help and don’t 
wait to be asked! 

“Please volunteer 
to help and don’t 

wait to be 
asked!” 

Disclaimer 

Opinions or articles expressed herein are those of the author or columnist, and are 

not necessarily those of the National, Department, District, or of the American   

Legion.  Publication of advertisements does not imply endorsement by the American 

Legion of the products, service, or offers advertised or profiled.   
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July is the beginning of 
the membership renewal 
period for 2016.  At our 
next monthly meeting, 
we will be collecting your 
renewal checks and giv-
ing you your new 2016 
membership card.  You 
don’t have to wait to   
receive your renewal  
notice in the mail.  We 
can process your renewal 
without it.  If you recall, 
we voted several months 
ago to approve the      
increase of our annual 
membership dues from 
$40 to $50.  The per 
capita that goes to na-
tional and state is 
$28.50 with another $1 
going to the district for a 
total of $29.50.   

Unfortunately, we are 
not the only ones raising 
membership dues.  At 
the upcoming national 

convention is Baltimore 
in August, a resolution to 
increase the national per 
capita by $5 will be voted 
on by the delegates mak-
ing the 2016 per capita 
$33.50.  What this 
means is that it will be 
more beneficial to our 
post if you renew your 
membership prior to the 
resolution being voted 
on and passing at the 
convention.  Of the $50  
membership due that 
you pay, the post gets 
$20.50 or $1.71 a month.  
Once the resolution is 
approved, any member-
ship that is renewed after 
that, we will only get 
$15.50, or $1.29 a 
month.  So renew your 
membership at the next 
meeting or go online to 
today.  

On July 24-26, a few of 

our members will partic-
ipate in the membership 
revitalization program 
with the help of the na-
tional membership team 
at Redwood City Post 
105. This concerted ef-
fort spear-headed by 
Post 105 along with oth-
er District 26 posts has 
invited our post in Dis-
trict 8 to join in.  During 
those couple of days, we 
will be reaching out to 
former members, mem-
bers from Post 1000, and 
others to increase our 
membership numbers.  
Come help with this very 
important project. Con-
tact Clara Pon at: 
cathaypost384events@ 
gmail.com to help.   

Congrats to Collyn Fong 
and David Lang.  They 
recently submitted their 
Paid-Up-For-Life appli-
cations.  

Roger Dong, Continued  

newly elected Post Com-
mander Amy Au is the 
post’s first female as well 
as being the second 
youngest commander.  
They are setting sterling 
examples for the Ameri-
can Legion as the next 
generation of Legion 
leaders.   Newly elected 
Senior Vice Commander 
and Past Commander 
Warren Yee, and current 
Adjutant and Past Com-
mander David Ching 
were excellent hosts and 
we thank them for their 

great hospitality.  David 
provided me with free 
passes to the Boston  
Museum of Science 
which was a great treat. 

Summer is here.  June is 
gone and we look for-
ward to July.  I have in-
vited veteran Jimmy 
Briez to join our post.  If 
he attends our meeting, 
please give him a very 
warm post welcome.  
Jimmy is one of our  
newest VSC Facility 
Managers.  

This NY post is an ex-
traordinary post whose 
patron is WWII veteran 
Peter Woo who has en-
dowed the post with his 
extraordinary generosity. 

In Boston, it was inspir-
ing to finally meet two 
young post commanders 
at Chinatown Post 328.  
Jr. Past Commander 
Matt Seto, was the 
youngest commander in 
the post’s history and the 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Nelson Lum, Continued  

Council.  The delegates 
to this convention were 
asked to decide if the         
Department Headquar-
ters will move from San 
Francisco to Sanger.  The 
delegates had a chance to 
review all the financial 
reports and make their 
decision which will 
greatly affect the future 
of the Legion.  As I have 
indicated to you before, I 
feel the Department 
should stay in San Fran-
cisco just as it has for the 
past 84 plus years. The 
newly renovated space at 
the War Memorial Veter-
ans Building designated 
for the Department can 
only be described as   
fabulous and grand.  

I like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my sin-
cere appreciation to 
those who put forth an 
extraordinary amount of 
effort for our anniversary 
banquet.  I have received 
nothing but accolades 
from both officials, 
friends, and fellow veter-
ans about how great this 
event was.  Our support 
member Ms. Clara Pon 
deserves special mention 
for the meticulous job 
that she performed.   
Just about every detail 
was handled flawlessly 
and Cathay Post No. 384 
flourished brilliantly  
under her expert man-
agement of this event.  

(Continued from page 3) Now that another fabu-
lous paradigm has been 
established, are we ready 
for the 85th anniversary 
celebration?  In the near 
future, you will be asked 
to decide what type of 
event we want for our 
85th anniversary.  It can 
range from semi-formal 
to formal or something 
in between.  We also 
must decide if we will 
change the location of 
our venue from the City 
or go out of it.  

The postponement of the 
Texas Hold ’em Tourna-
ment was necessitated 
due simply to unfortu-
nate timing.  It was 
scheduled too closely to 
the anniversary dinner 
and the New York and 
Boston trip.  We just did 
not have time to allocate 
the proper amount of 
effort into making the 
event a success.  Once a 
new date is set, we will 
roll up our sleeves and 
work hard to host a    
successful tournament. 

Installation of the sprin-
kler system for our 
building is temporarily 
on hold due to a delay 
with the permit applica-
tion process.  It should 
be worked out shortly 
and then the installation 
will begin.   

Currently, there are very 
few activities in our 
building and I am open 

to suggestions as to how 
we can increase its us-
age.  Our post facility 
should be used for the 
benefit of our members, 
fellow veterans, and the 
community. Activity’s 
Director George Tsang 
has been tasked to over-
see activities in our 
building.   He will be 
happy to hear from you 
about your ideas regard-
ing the type of activities 
that you would like us to 
sponsor. 

A committee has been 
formed to revise, amend, 
and make the necessary 
changes to our By-laws.  
The committee has been 
given two months to 
complete this process 
and report back with 
their recommendations.   

We also need to solidify 
our reimbursement poli-
cy so there will not be 
any confusion as to how 
it is enforced.   

The property we own in 
Boulder Creek needs to 
be sold.  It has been a 
liability to our post from 
the day of its acquisition. 

As we celebrate the 4th of 
July, please keep in mind 
the sacrifices of those 
who fought for our free-
dom and independence.   

Hope to see you at our 
July monthly meeting.   

An auspicious orange 

being thrown to Cmdr. 

Nelson Lum by a lion 

dancer.   

Photo by Wayne Chin, NY. 
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New Home, Continued  

Department.  These past 12 months 
were a tremendous year for Jr. Past 
Detachment Commander Mike Fox 
and his officers.  Under his leadership, 
the Detachment’s membership num-
bers reached over 10,000 members 
and he isn’t stopping there. With 
unanimous votes from the Detach-
ment of California, Department of  
California Auxiliary, and California 
Legion Riders, a resolution to endorse 
Past Detachment Commander Mike 
Fox to run for national detachment 
commander was approved by each of 
the Legion family programs.  The    
Department of California and its dele-
gates also officially endorsed Michael 
C. Fox from Haggin Grant Squadron 
521, Rio Linda to represent California 
at the national level as the future na-
tional detachment commander.  He 
reported that California hasn’t had a 
national detachment commander in 
over 20 years, with the last one being 
Past National Detachment Command-
er Eugene Sacco from Arcadia, CA in 
1992. He thinks it’s about time to 
change that. The rest of the California 
Legion family thinks so, too.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Janet Wilson gets teary-eyed during her closing 

remarks.  Photo by Henry Sanchez, Post 233 

“Making a Difference. Pass it on” was 
certainly going to be Jr. Past Com-
mander Janet Wilson’s goal for her 
year as the first female commander for 
California.  Her slogan will probably 
live on and be the legacy that she 
leaves behind.  I was among the       
remaining delegates on the convention 
floor on the last day to hear her closing 
remarks which were teary, heartfelt 
and memorable. I can’t quote it verba-
tim, but it went something like this, “I 
am the first grandma to be elected as 
the commander for the Department of 
California. [My granddaughter, Char-
lotte was just born.] As a grandma, I 
went shopping.  I bought you a home.  
I bought you a home where the        
Department headquarters will have a 
place to call its own.” She made a dif-
ference and she is now passing it on.  

Sanger It Is By Nelson Lum 

T he flight to Ontario 
was luckily on time 

and I arrived at the Dou-
bleTree Hotel with just 
enough time to throw my 
luggage into my room, 
run back out to catch a 
cab, and get to Legion 
Post 112 to attend the 
Finance Commission 
meeting.  Chairperson Al 
Lennox held court and 
chaired the meeting in a 
fair and professional 

manner.  The subject of 
the meeting was to ap-
prove or disapprove the 
two proposed budgets, 
one for San Francisco 
and one for Sanger.  
Needless to say, it quick-
ly became a debate over 
the merits or demerits of 
the proposed move of its 
headquarters by the De-
partment of California to 
Sanger.   

The temperature inside 
the meeting room was 
especially warm and 
when the debate was at 
full speed, it got ex-
tremely hot.  Paul Cox, 
Chair of the American 
Legion War Memorial 
Commission, San Fran-
cisco Post 456 Adjutant 
Greg Corrales, and I 
spoke passionately about 
the benefits for the     

(Continued on page 11) 
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cons were delivered with 
fervor.  Many district 
commanders that voted 
for the move changed 
their vote.  On March 14, 
2015 when the DEC first 
voted to move the De-
partment to Sanger, 
there was only one lone 
vote that opposed.  This 
time around, there were 
12 votes that opposed 
the move. However, the 
majority still voted in 
favor of moving to  
Sanger.    

The opening of the con-
vention was grand and 
the delegates participat-
ed in their adherence of 
the protocols of the    
Legion.  Second Vice 
Commander  Helen 
Wong, Commander 
Mario Benfield from 
Post 448, Eighth District 
Council Commander Ed-
die Ramirez, Command-
er elect Gary Gee from 
Post 456,  Commander 
Fred Merrick from Post 
1, Paul Cox from Post 

Department to stay in 
San Francisco while 
there were many Legion-
naires present who 
wanted the Department 
to move.  At the end, the 
Finance Commission 
approved both budgets, 
deferred them to the  
Department Executive 
Committee (DEC) and to 
the delegates of the con-
vention for vote, even 
though the budget for 
Sanger contained a small 
surplus and the budget 
for San Francisco con-
tained a small deficit.  
The savings from the 
Sanger budget was due 
mainly to the anticipated 
lower salary rates of 
those new employees. 

A near reenactment of 
the meeting the previous 
afternoon took place the 
next morning at the 
Convention Finance 
Committee meeting 
which was again chaired 
by Comrade Al Lennox.  
I must tell you that it 
was a thankless job, yet 
he held it together and 
was very impartial.  
Once again, the Commit-
tee referred both budg-
ets to the DEC and to the 
convention delegates. 
This item was the last 
item on the schedule 
d u r i n g  t h e  p r e -
convention DEC meet-
ing.  The debate was 
heated and the pros and 

(Continued from page 10) 

Newport Beach Post 291 Color 

Guard opened the 97th annual 

convention.   
Photo by Henry Sanchez, Post 233. 

315 and American       
Legion War Memorial 
Commission Chair, and    
Cathay Post 384’s con-
vention reporter Clara 
Pon, and I made up the 
District 8 contingent.  
Amidst all that was     
going on, the main sub-
ject throughout the con-
vention was still cen-
tered upon the topic of 
staying in San Francisco 
or moving to Sanger.  
Delegates to the conven-
tion seemed to be 
skewed and we did our 
best to explain our posi-
tions and to correct the 
thousands of rumors 
and misinformation.   

A resolution to negate 
the March 14, 2015 vote 
by the DEC to approve 
the contract to purchase 
the bank building in 
Sanger was brought to 
the delegates of the con-
vention floor for approv-
al.  More heated debates 
took place and the final 
vote to approve the 
measure fell short.  After 
much factual discussion 
over the past couple of 
days, we received 43% of 
the delegate votes in fa-
vor of keeping the De-
partment headquarters 
in San Francisco. We 
should not dwell on the 
loss, but should feel a 
sense of accomplish-
ment that we were able 
to change the minds of 
many from the original 

(Continued on page 12) 
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vote. An elaborate Mardi 
Gras themed dinner ac-
companied by casino 
night was the highlight 
of that day.  There was 
Bourbon Street and St. 
Charles Avenue, beads of 
all colors adorned 
around necks, and peo-
ple wearing masks with a 
drink in hand singing 
and dancing.  If you 
weren’t doing that, then 
you were at one of the 

(Continued from page 11) many gambling tables 
from blackjack to craps. 
While playing on a Texas 
Hold' em table, for the 
first time in my life, I 
drew a Royal Flush.  
Where were those cards 
when I went to Vegas?   

The following day, elec-
tion of the new depart-
ment commander took 
place along with the new 
sergeant-at-arms and 
area commanders.  The 
last bit of business was 
the swearing in of all the 
new district command-
ers.  I was sworn in as 

Members from Post 82 and 

William (bottom) from Post 105 

took a group selfie at the Mardi 

Gras dinner. 

Nelson at a blackjack table.  
Photo by William Jackson, Post 105. 

Happy July 4th! Cathay Post’s annu-
al visit to San Francisco VA Medical 
Center is now scheduled for Satur-
day, July 25, 2015.  

In coordination with the Ft. Miley 
Visitors Office, we will be bringing 
gifts to 100 veterans residing in the 
Community Living Center (CLC) 
Building 208.  CLC is the large    
yellow highlighted building on the 
map.  Our group consisting of 12 
Cathay Post volunteers will meet at 
11:30 a.m. in front of the CLC      
entrance where we will bring gifts 
to the residents such as socks, pens, 

Annual Fort Miley Visit—Saturday, July 25   
By Roger Dong (future Ft. Miley resident) 

and writing notepads for the senior 
veterans who live there.   

Please see me or John to confirm 
your participation at our meeting 
on Saturday, July 11.   

 

the new Eighth District 
Council Commander. 

Feeling disappointed the 
delegates voted to buy a 
building in Sanger that 
may subject the Depart-
ment and its members to 
decades of financial   
burden and likely in-
creases in dues, I trav-
eled back to the City 
comforted by the 
thought that we waged a 
good fight and the demo-
cratic process was fol-
lowed.  We can agree to 
disagree on issues and 
continue to maintain the 
decorum of the Legion.  
We will continue to as-
sist members of the De-
partment and wish them 
the best as they prepare 
for their journey and 
transition to their new 
headquarters in Sanger. 
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Tai Chi—For Exercise and Health 

The Service Officer is an 
elected position whose 
job it is to inform veter-
an members their rights 
and benefits that are 
granted by the US De-
partment of Veterans 
Affairs for their military 
service.  I can refer the 
veteran to the services 
that are readily available 
through local communi-
ty agencies as well as 
through American Le-
gion channels.  In addi-
tion, there are wide 
range of resources avail-
able on the VA website.  
If a member has ques-
tions or concerns, please 
stop by one of our 
monthly meetings and I 
will make myself availa-
ble either before or after 
the meeting. 

Gratitude goes to US 
House of Representative 
Vern Buchanan of Flori-
da. He successfully spon-
sored a bill (HR-91) that 
would provide all veter-
ans access to a    national 

Veterans ID Card Act By David Y. Wong 

identification card. Rep-
resentative Buchanan 
was also a member of the 
House Veterans Affairs 
Committee.   While a 
paper form DD214 is a 
legal document that 
demonstrates one’s mili-
tary status, most veter-
ans do not carry this 
form of identification in 
their possession.     

Legislation bill HR-91, 
the Veterans ID Card Act 
was passed in late May 
in the House by a vote of 
402-0.  The bill is now in 
the US Senate for review 
and approval.   If it is 
approved, the Veterans 
ID Card Act will be sent 
to President Obama for 
signature and imple-
mentation into law in 
sixty days.  It should be 
noted that the cost of the 
ID card program will not 
be bored by the taxpay-
ers, but by the veteran 
initiating the request.  
The approximate cost for 
the ID card has not been 

determined at this time. 
Similar bills for a veter-
an’s identification card 
have been submitted in 
both houses of Congress 
in the past but were    
either stalled and/or no 
action was taken.  Let’s 
see if this HR-91 bill 
makes it through. 

Finally, a development 
just within the past few 
weeks.  The VA has     
expanded Agent Orange 
exposure coverage to  
include Air Force and Air 
Force reservists who 
were in direct or indirect 
contact with the chemi-
cal while serving in prox-
imity of the theater of 
conflict during the      
Vietnam War.  These 
military personnel on 
active duty during the 
war and have any of the 
14 presumptive medical 
conditions that have 
been determined to be 
related to Agent Orange 
exposure ought to con-
sider filing for a claim.   
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Left: American flag lions.  Right: Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 2015-16 Officers.  Photo by Wayne Chin, NY.  

Celebrating Chinese American Posts From Coast to Coast By Clara Pon 

It  was five years ago that a group of Cathay Post 
No. 384 members went to New York to      

attend Lt. B.R. Kimlau Post 1291’s 65th anniversary 
banquet.  This year, a group of us visited New York 
to    attend their 70th anniversary banquet as well as   
Chinatown Post 328’s 66th anniversary banquet in 
Boston.  It was an exciting trip renewing old friend-
ships and making new ones.   

During Kimlau Post’s pre-anniversary party, we 
were treated to skillful performances by their    
community lion dance troupe with a particular pair 
decorated in beautifully custom made American 
Flags.  It was  truly spectacular and patriotic.  The 
evening dinner was another grand affair with about 
109 tables, or over 1,000 guests in attendance.     
Entertainment included being serenaded by Past 
National Commander and First Lady Fang and Bar-
bara Wong,  Department of New York Commander 
Frank Peters, Post 1291 Past Commander Mimi 
Wang, and many others. Past National Commander 

Fang Wong, Boston Post 
328 Commander Matt   
Seto, our very own Ca-
thay Post 384 Command-
er Nelson Lum along 
with a few others paid 
tribute to WWII veterans 
by singing a cappella 
“The Longest Day.”  It 
was a great evening. 

During some of our free 
time between events, 
some of us went to see 
the Yankees play against 
the LA Angels, took a fer-
ry to see the Statue of 
Liberty and walked up 
and down the Crown 354 
steps each way, ate a 
Shake Shack burger, vis-
ited the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum compliments of 
Past National Command-
er Fang Wong, watched 
Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 
members and friends  
enjoy a night of karaoke 
and dancing, paid tribute 
at the Lt. B.R. Kimlau 
Memorial Arch, and 
sought out sports bars to 
watch the Golden State 
Warriors or Giant’s 
games.  

(Continued on page 17) 

Lt. B.R. Kimlau Post 1291 past and current commanders, NY State    

Commander, and VIP guests surrounded by lion dancers.   

Photo by Wayne Chin, Yardley Photo., NY. 
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Boston’s Chinatown Post 328’s ban-
quet was a historic event to be part of 
and to witness.  We watched the instal-
lation of their first female chaplain and 
their first female post commander and 
I believe, their second youngest com-
mander in their post’s history.  Among 
their 350 or so guests, there were 
about 35 VIP Legionnaires ranging 
from New York to Los Angeles, and us 

(Continued from page 16) from San Francisco.  We were one of 
the largest gathered contingent of    
nationwide Chinese American Legion-
naires to attend their installation ban-
quet in years.  I hope we will be able to 
say the same next year at our post’s 
85th anniversary celebration.  Guests 
were entertained with lion dancers 
from the Wong Family Benevolent  
Association and a very inspiring and 
impressive drill exhibition performed 

(Continued on page 18) 

Yankee Stadium.  
Photo by Nelson Lum. 

Coast to Coast, Continued 

Top: Cathay Post 384 (SF), Chinatown Post 328 (Boston), and Chinatown Post 628 (LA).  

Below L-R: Singing entertainment—Longest Day led by PNC Fang Wong, NY Commander Frank Peters, 

and Fang & Barbara Wong.   Photos by Wayne Chin, Yardley Photo, NY. 

Statue of Liberty Crown. L-R: David L., Jay P. Tony 

Z., John L. and David W.  Courtesy of David Wong. 
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Coast to Coast, Continued 

by a pair of Marine JROTC cadets. It 
was another great evening of com-
radery and friendship.  

The following day, we enjoyed dim sum 
with some of Post 328 members and 
family.  Afterwards, some of us went 
off to see the sights and museums, 
while the rest of us dragged Matt to 
have drinks at Cheers and then dinner 
at No Name restaurant recommended 
by Warren.  Our trip would not be 

(Continued from page 17) complete without finding a pub or 
sports bar to watch the Giants in      
between the exciting Warrior’s playoff 
games.  We would be remiss not to 
mention a great local dive bar we 
found.  A group of us spent a couple of 
nights at The Hub Pub eating their 
scrumptious lobster rolls, baked pota-
to skins, downing some of their local 
pints, and chit chatting with Willie, 
our fantastically friendly server and 
bartender.  If you’re ever in the neigh-
borhood, drop by for a pint and tell 
him, “her majesty sent me!” Cheers! 

Asian American Legionnaires from posts coast to coast.  Photo by Betty Hsu, News Chinatown, MA. 

18 Province St.  

(617) 227-8952  

Top: Chinatown Post 328 2015-16 officers and lion dancers. Courtesy of Roger Dong.  

Below L-R: Cathay Post and Lt. Kimlau Post with Jr. Past Commander Matt Seto, Commander Amy Au 

and Sr. Vice Commander Wayne Yee.   Photos by Betty Hsu, News Chinatown, MA. 
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TO OUR VIETNAM VETERANS! 
 

I Know You 

You may not know me, but I saw you. 
Your arms reached out. 

Your mouth gasping for one last breath. 
You carried wounds not seen with scars. 
You carried memories that burn deep, 

and burn like fire. 
 

The blood dripping from 
your hands does not wash off 

and the screams within never leave. 
You choke up when a flag passes by. 

 
You fall to your knees not from faith, but from 

weakness when you hear “TAPS”. 
The faded army clothes, worn badges, 

but proud medals that you wear say so much. 
 

You may not know me, but I know you. 
You are a veteran from a war no one liked. 

You gave when no one wanted. 
You suffered when no one cared. 

You saluted a flag that you felt turned its back on you. 
 

You are Vietnam Veteran. 
I breathe Freedom, because you cared. 

My children know Freedom, 
because you fought for it. 

You may not know me, 
but I know you and I just want to say... 

“THANK YOU” 
 

by Jose Garcia Acosta 
http://www.facebook.com/josethewriter  

I Know You By Jose Garcia Acosta, USN, GSMC (SW), D.A.V.  

Editor’s Note:  This poem was originally sent to me without a known author to share 
with all of you from the Ontario Convention.  Fortunately, I was able to locate the author 
and his story. I have included a link to his story published on December 18, 2011 by  
Charmaine Jens, Examiner.com. 

http://www.examiner.com/article/a-passionate-life-reflective-of-unwavering-hope-and-
dedicated-patriotism 

https://fb.m.facebook.com/112906218729132/photos/

a.116698911683196.15543.112906218729132/255686877784398/?type=1&p=90  

http://www.facebook.com/josethewriter
http://www.examiner.com/article/a-passionate-life-reflective-of-unwavering-hope-and-dedicated-patriotism
http://www.examiner.com/article/a-passionate-life-reflective-of-unwavering-hope-and-dedicated-patriotism
https://fb.m.facebook.com/112906218729132/photos/a.116698911683196.15543.112906218729132/255686877784398/?type=1&p=90
https://fb.m.facebook.com/112906218729132/photos/a.116698911683196.15543.112906218729132/255686877784398/?type=1&p=90
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CHINESE AMERICAN VETERAN HERO  

Our post had in recent years honored a 
great and unusual Chinese American He-
ro.  He was discovered by our late Com-
mander Bok Pon in 2008. Subsequently, 
our post and our good friends at Chinese 
American Heroes (CAH) crowned Cap-
tain Moon Chin, a World War II civilian 
logistics pilot who flew and survived hun-
dreds of missions over the deadly Hima-
laya Mountains, a true Chinese American 
Hero.  From 1938-1945, Chin flew logis-
tics missions that supported the famous 
Chinese Flying Tigers and even rescued 

Lt. Colonel Jimmy Doolittle after his bombing raid on Tokyo in 1943.  Despite his 
unique role in history, most people have never heard about Captain Chin, but he is 
a hero in so many ways.  Captain Chin recently had his 102nd birthday and still 
drives down to Los Angeles to visit friends.  When asked why he insists on driving 
all the way to LA, he replied that he hated wasting four hours sitting around at SFO 
and LAX, and therefore, preferred driving his own vehicle.  I've seen him drive and 
he is still a very competent "auto" pilot. 

His complete biography has been published in our post newsletter several years ago 
and can be found at: www.chineseamericanheroes.org, but even many of our post 
members may not recall one of his most heroic life saving actions.  Here is the com-
plete story again for everyone to read and enjoy.    

On March 18, 1954, a US Air Force C-119 
“Flying Boxcar” transport plane took off 
from Okinawa with eight men on board fly-
ing to Taipei.  They were about 150 miles 
from Taipei and still over the sea when the 
trim tab on one of the wings failed, making 
the plane gyrate and shake and nearly un-
controllably in the air. The decision was 
quickly made for everyone, but the pilots to 
bail out to reduce the load.  The two pilots 
stayed on board to transmit a mayday and 
keep the plane stable long enough for the 
other six men to get out. They would then 
take their chances in being able to get out of 

the plane afterwards or try to fly it onwards to Taipei.  As it was the pilots managed 
to fight the plane into enough balance that they ended up staying with the aircraft 
and safely landing in Taipei. This left six men drifting in high seas whipped up by 
storm-driven waves and wind waiting for rescue about 100 miles from the nearest 
land.  

CEO Moon Chin was among the people that heard the mayday signal in Taipei.  
Even though he was the Chairman of Fu Hsing Airlines, one of the biggest airlines 

(Continued on page 22) 

Captain Moon Chin on his 100th birthday (2013). 
Photo by Roger Dong. 

Fairchild C-119 Flying Boxcar at the National 

Museum of the United States Air Force. US Air 

Force photo—Wikipedia. 
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Captain Chin, Continued 

in Asia, Chin and two of his team quickly responded, dashed into a PBY-5 amphibi-
ous aircraft to offer assistance.  It took two hours of searching in the open seas to 
find the ditched crew members, who were bobbing around in the vicinity of the Tai-
wan Strait.  

Soon,  thirteen search planes arrived and circled 
over the floating men.  Eight (8) of the planes 
were from Taiwan’s Nationalist Chinese Air 
Force, and four (4) were from the USAF dis-
patched from the Philippines.  Two of our AF 
planes were PBY-5's - just like Moon's civilian 
aircraft.  But with rough seas and high waves, 
none of the pilots dared to attempt a suicidal 
landing on the water. Running into a wave at 
landing speed was the same as running head on 

into a moving brick wall. The waves were also too rough and unpredictable for the 
rescue ships that had arrived to launch small boats.  The rescue ships could not get 
near the crew or risk crushing them.  Once the amphibious planes land in rough 
seas, they are at the mercy of the current and the strong waves, and are not very 
maneuverable. 

One man was noted drifting alone in the water, his bright yellow lifejacket just 
barely visible from the air with his arms waving up and down. The five other men 
were huddled together in a rubber life raft and were much more easily seen among 
the waves.  

Moon decided that the lone man needed to be rescued immediately. He was con-
cerned that if he drifted away, there was no guarantee that anyone would be able to 
find him again.   Moon quickly consulted with the co-pilot and radio operator, then 
took one of the biggest gambles of his life - something that the military aircrews 
refused to do, and that was to try to land safely  to  begin the rescue operation.  

Then it became matter of gunning the twin engines in short bursts to move the 
plane close enough to grab the man from the water while trying to avoid being 
swamped. It took what seemed like an eternity to get there, and the disappointment 
was enormous. The drifter had already drowned. The waving arms seen from the 
air had been the result of his lifejacket holding him up in the water as the action of 
the waves pushed his arms up and down giving the illusion of life.  Nevertheless, 
Moon and the two other men with him grimly loaded the body on board.  

Dodging through the waves took every bit of concentration they had, and wrestling 
with the controls wore out the two pilots.   Additionally, wrestling the dead weight 
of the corpse from the water took enormous effort. Now they had to contend with 
maneuvering into position again and getting the five survivors on board. One can 
only imagine the condition the men on the raft after so many hours of terror wait-
ing to be swamped by the storm, praying for rescue, and suffering from seasick-

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 

PBY-5 Amphibious Transport. US Air 

Force photo—Wikipedia. 
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ness.  But soon enough they were on board the PBY.  The whole rescue from the 
time of landing took an hour and fifteen minutes.  

Now Moon faced the impossible task of getting the plane out of the water and back 
into the air. In normal flying boat operations, takeoffs and landings were done on 
water that was nearly glass smooth.   Moon said that having a small amount of 
wave action was good to break the water tension between the plane and the water 
for a quicker takeoff.  Strong wave action could cause a fatal end roll which would 
destroy the plane, or an equally fatal nosedive straight underwater.  

It took four hours to make it to safety, and required all of Moon Chin's skills and 
ability to think his way out of this crisis situation.  Chin noticed a small island in 
the distance.  There wasn't enough land to safely wait out the storm, but it would 
provide a breakwater which would be calmer and buy some time to be rescued.  But 
the wind and waves continued to push the light plane off course, and Moon and his 
co-pilot couldn't control a heading long enough to reach the island.  

Moon's keen mind got another idea.  He radioed a large freighter that had joined 
the rescue and directed the ship to pull ahead of the plane and head directly to the 
island so that his plane could a wake in front of the plane.  His plane moved for-
ward in the calmer water of the ship's wake and subsequently arrived at the island.   
Using the ship and the island as shelter, Moon pulled back on the throttle and man-
aged to takeoff and safely returned to Taipei. They were greeted by a very surprised 
and pleased USAF, Military Assistance Advisory Group – China (MAAG- China), 
and Chinese Air Force personnel.  

One of the rescued crew members, Major A.W. Grinsted, who was a pilot, said in an 
interview with the Hong Kong Standard newspaper that the landing and takeoff 
had been "the best piece of flying I have ever seen.  Captain Chin truly lived up to 
his reputation as the best 'water man' between the West Coast of America and the 
China coast.”  

Major General William C. Chase, head of MAAG-China, held a special reception for 
Moon Chin, his co-pilot, and radio operator, and presented them with memorial 
plaques to express his personal thanks and the thanks of the US Air Force for their 
brave, heroic and life saving rescue. 

 Authored and updated by Roger Dong, June 2015. 

(Continued from page 22) 

Captain Chin, Continued 
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World War II  

12/7/1941 – 12/31/1946  
 
World War I  
4/6/1917 – 11/11/1918  
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