
Important Dates: 
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state Convention, 
Ontario 
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C ongratulations to all the new     
Cathay Post officers. About 10 

years ago, I was invited to attend the 
monthly meetings of Cathay Post No. 
384 by late Past Commander Bok Pon 
who had kept urging me to transfer to 
Cathay Post.  He was instrumental in 
uniting Chinatown VFW Post 4618 and 
AMVETS Post 34 which was composed 
primarily of Chinese American Veter-
ans with Cathay Post No. 384 in several 
joint projects.  So, even with this famili-
arity, it doesn't compare to being part 
of this post for a variety of reasons. 

For a number of years, I attended          
Cathay Post No. 384's anniversary din-
ner as a guest prior to transferring from 
another post located in the peninsula.  

LOOKING FROM THE OUTSIDE IN By Helen Wong 

Being a guest meant that everything 
was organized and prepared prior to 
arrival at the restaurant. From checking 
in at the door, to parking spaces, to be-
ing assigned to a table where other 
guests were seated, to food decisions to 
the program, it was all done. The pro-
gram seemed so organized with the 
master or mistress of ceremonies      
taking charge and introducing all the 
elected officials, VIPs, and keeping eve-
rything on schedule. It seemed as 
though everyone knew what to expect 
and that they went through their paces.  
Having been a member of other veteran 
organizations for over 20 years, it was 
always so inspiring to see a formal in-
stallation of elected post officers and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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acknowledgement of community lead-
ers, future young  leaders, police, fire, 
and community heroes.  No other    
organization compares to the high   
level of recognition given here. 

Now that I am an elected post officer 
this year, the real story to how the 84th 
anniversary banquet and appreciation 
dinner appears so effortless is so much 
more appreciated due to the behind 
the scenes hard work of other officers 
and support members.  

Past Commander Bok Pon's legacy 
lives on in his son, Jay Pon who is also 
now a junior past commander.  I am 
certain Bok Pon would be surprised 
that a distant niece of his, Clara Pon 
has joined as a support member, and 
who with help from other officers 
planned and refined the details of this 
year’s annual dinner.  

Having the first elected female Depart-
ment Commander Janet Wilson to 
swear in the officers and Board of    
Directors was memorable.  The 
Change of Command Ceremony with 
the acceptance remarks by incoming  
Commander Nelson Lum was very 
touching.  The program for this dinner 
was to recognize ROTC cadet Connor 
Marston; JROTC cadets Marcella de 

(Continued from page 1) Punzio and Yanzhi Lucy Liu; the      
accomplishments of three (3) chosen 
police officers Robert Duffield, Ferdi-
nand Dimapasoc, and Eddie Wu; two 
(2) firefighters Emmon Lew and post-
humously David Amituanai; and com-
munity hero, Jaynry Mak.  Congratula-
tions again to this year’s award recipi-
ents. 

That evening was even more special 
because the family member of David 

(Continued on page 11) 

L-R: Nelson Lum, Janet Wilson, and Jay Pon—

Change of Command ceremony. 

L-R: Nelson Lum, Cadet Connor Marston, and Jay 

Pon. 

L-R: Nelson Lum, Cadet Marcella de Punzio, and 

Jay Pon. 

L-R: Nelson Lum, Cadet Yanzhi Lucy Liu, and Jay 

Pon. 
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COMMANDER NELSON LUM 

I want to thank all of you 
for entrusting me to 
manage the Post as I 
begin my term as your 
commander.  I will do 
my best to fulfill the 
goals of our Post and  
establish a vision for the 
future.  I will lead by  
adhering to the four (4) 
pillars of the American 
Legion and implement 
the directives of our 
members.  The Board of 
Directors are responsible 
to provide me with guid-
ance and to lend assis-
tance wherever needed.  
While our Post has been 
recognized as one of the 
most active in the Bay 
Area, my aim for us is to 
elevate our Post to an 
even higher plateau.  Our 
activities must conform 
to the goals we set forth; 
and we will work hard to 
accentuate the talents of 
our members.  I look  
forward to a great year of 
s e r v i n g  a s  y o u r          
commander. 

My task as commander 
has been made easier 
due to the efforts of our 
Past Commander Jay 
Pon.  He spent hundreds 
of hours attending to  
details in order to effect 
the positive changes that 
we have witnessed.  Most 
of his efforts were       
unseen yet were vitally 
important for the success 
of various projects that 
our Post has taken on.  
Jay was not the only  

“While our Post 
has been 

recognized as one 
of the most active 
in the Bay Area, 

my aim for us is to 
elevate our Post to 

an even higher 
plateau.  Our 
activities must 
conform to the 

goals we set forth; 
and we will work 

hard to accentuate 
the talents of our 

members.” 

person who worked hard 
to serve our post. The 
members of the 2014-
2015 Board of Directors 
merit our appreciation 
for a job well done.  They 
have solidified the foun-
dation of our Post and 
passed the torch know-
ing it was a ‘mission   
accomplished.’ To the 
elected and appointed 
officers of 2015- 2016, 
along with our members 
and support members, 
we need to roll up our 
sleeves and get to work 
again. 

As most of you know, the 
installation of sprinklers 
in our building will begin 
soon.  Please excuse the 
minor inconveniences 
that a project like this 
will generate.  It will be a 
very costly project, but 
our building will be 
much safer and the value 
of our building will     
appreciate greatly.     

The Memorial Day cere-
mony was held on May 
25, 2015 at the Presidio 
National Cemetery.  As 
usual, it was a very digni-
fied ceremony. Our pres-
ence at these types of 
events is very important 
and we should continue 
to encourage our mem-
bers to attend. 

Coming soon on June 
20, 2015, we are hosting 
our 2nd annual Texas 
Hold 'em Fundraiser (see 

ad on page 7).  This 
event was so successful 
last year, it will take a 
tremendous amount of 
effort this year to match 
it.  I am calling upon all 
of you to pitch in and 
help with locating spon-
sors, and most im-
portantly sell player tick-
ets.  We need to sell out 
the allotment of seats to 
make this a fun and suc-
cessful event.   

The 3rd annual wheel-
chair basketball game 
between the Golden 
State Road Warriors and 
the San Francisco Police 
Department has been 
postponed until Novem-
ber of this year.  The  
current plan still calls for 
the event to be held at 
City College of San Fran-
cisco.  We need your help 
with getting financial 
sponsors for this event.  
Please contact me or any 
of the vice commanders 
if you have a sponsor in 
mind.  

We anticipate moving 
back into the War       
Memorial  Veterans 
Building in mid-August 
and there will be many 
tasks that we must      
attend.  Cathay Post No. 
384 must stand in soli-
darity with the rest of 
our veteran communities 
to defend our rights. 

Looking ahead to         

(Continued on page 10) 

Nelson Lum 

nelson1431@aol.com 

1 (415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2005 

Branch: Army 

Final Rank: SPC  
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“As we continue 
working 

unselfishly and 
focus on serving 

our members and 
community, the 
future for our 

Post continues to 
be bright and a 
model for some 

of the other posts 
trying to build 

their membership 
and be active like 

ours.” 

Roger Dong 

rogerdong@hotmail.com 

1 (650) 339-0010 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2005 

Branch: Air Force 

Final Rank: Lt. Col. 

1st VICE COMMANDER ROGER DONG 

Congratulations to 
Commander Nelson 
Lum and the newly 
elected officers of our 
Post and incoming 
Board of Directors.  
Commander Lum and 
I have been partners 
for several years at our 
Post, 8th District Coun-
cil, and on the Ameri-
can Legion War       
Memorial Commis-
sion.  He and I have 
worked extremely well 
together for our Amer-
ican Legion and pledge 
to continue to do so 
this coming year and 
beyond.  In addition, 
our Post has a core 
group of leaders and 
supporters who have 
been serving the Post 
for many years, and we 
will all continue work-
ing together.  As we 
continue working     
unselfishly and focus 
on serving our mem-
bers and community, 
the future for our Post 
continues to be bright 
and a model for some 
of the other posts try-
ing to build their 
membership and be 
active like ours. 

As 1st Vice Command-
er, my main responsi-
bility is to support the 
commander and step 
in when he is not avail-
able.  Our specific    

activities for the next 
twelve months will not 
change dramatically, 
but we have some    
exciting changes in the 
future; beginning with 
a new fire sprinkler 
system being installed 
soon and other build-
ing enhancement pro-
jects that will make 
our old building here 
on Powell Street, 
younger and more use-
ful.   I wish I could be 
enhanced and young-
er, too! 

With regard to changes 
and enhanced settings, 
we should be getting 
ready for the reopen-
ing of our enhanced 
and remodeled War 
Memorial Veterans 
Building (WMVB) at 
401 Van Ness.  From 
what I have seen on 
the drawings, our new 
offices and meeting 
rooms will be refresh-
ing and updated.  In 
addition to new offices, 
we will get upgraded 
meeting rooms, more 
bathrooms, and a new 
kitchen.  Even though 
we will physically have 
less total space, the 
space we have will be 
quite adequate to sup-
port the current active 
posts in our district.  
We hope to bring in a 
number of veterans 

service organizations 
so that our veterans 
can be better served 
under one roof in the 
building originally 
built to serve our vet-
erans.  Personally, I 
am very excited and 
really looking forward 
to our move back into 
WMVB.  I am sure that 
Commander Lum has 
plans for our Post to 
use the offices and 
meeting rooms to     
increase our visibility 
and vitality within the 
veteran’s community. 

I want everyone to 
know that our work in 
getting Major Kurt 
Lee's Silver Star up-
graded to the Medal of 
Honor continues with 
greater energy and 
support.  This is a   
major objective Cathay 
Post No. 384 has com-
mitted to doing, along 
with our friends and 
partners for the com-
ing year.  Senator     
Dianne Feinstein's of-
fice is now involved 
and we intend to ag-
gregate a team of Sen-
ators and many mem-
bers of Congress to 
support our effort.  We 
are joining with other 
American Legion posts 
and veterans’ organi-
zations to strongly 

(Continued on page 10) 
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What post and patriotic 
events have you partici-
pated in lately? 

As we enter into the sec-
ond half of 2015, we have 
participated in: monthly 
support of Legion Post 
105's Bingo activities to 
raise money for our Post;  
hosted the SF Veterans 
Lions Club "I Have A 
Dream" fundraising 
event; sponsored three 
male high school juniors 
to CA Boys State; attend-
ed the annual Four 
Chaplains  Service;      
observed Chinese New 
Year; attended the Com-
munity Youth Center's 
45th Anniversary Gala 
Ball; volunteered at the 
traveling replica of the 
V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s       
Memorial Wall at Golden 
Gate National Cemetery 
in San Bruno; observed 
Legion Legislative Day at 
the State Capitol; attend-
ed the JROTC Spring 
Drill Competition; at-
tended the USS San 
Francisco Memorial at 
Lands End and at St. 
Mary's Square WWI & 

WWII  Memorial;        
observed the 50th Anni-
versary Commemoration 
of the Vietnam War;   
attended the Memorial 
Day Service at San Fran-
cisco National Cemetery 
at Presidio; and held a 
very successful 84th anni-
versary and 12th annual 
first responders and 
community hero appre-
ciation banquet.  Wow, 
these were only in the 
first five months of the 
new year.  We still have 
seven more months.  

Among other activities  
included on a continual 
basis is the staffing of the 
Veterans Success Center.  
It is amazing how many 
events were attended by 
our post members or 
supported monetarily. 

As members of Cathay 
Post No. 384, how many 
activities can you say you 
participated in?  With as 
many different events 
that have been sched-
uled, most of them fall 
under the umbrella of 
the Preamble to the Con-

2ND VICE COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

Helen Wong 

wong_helen@sbcglob
al.net 

1 (415) 797-7384 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 1990 

Branch: Army 

Final Rank: Lt. Col. 

stitution of The Ameri-
can Legion, surely, 
something would appeal 
to you and entice you to 
participate.  If not, then 
please come forward 
with suggestions as to 
what else we can do to 
encourage the spirit of 
camaraderie, "obligation 
to the community, pro-
mote peace and goodwill 
on earth," and generally 
show the public what it 
means to be a veteran.   

If we want those eligible 
veterans to join our post 
instead of the numerous 
other Veterans Service 
Organizations out there, 
we must be able to 
demonstrate to them 
that we are worthy and 
we want their input as 
we strive to be even bet-
ter.  We want to be their 
first choice if they want 
to join a veteran mem-
bership organization.  
We need more members 
to dedicate their efforts 
to serve the veterans, 
first responders, and our 
community. 

 

“We need more 
members to 

dedicate their 
efforts to serve 

the veterans, first 
responders, and 

our community.” 
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Thank you for electing 
me again as your         
Adjutant. I feel so grate-
ful to be a part of this 
wonderful organization.  
I still have a lot to learn 
and I look forward to the 
new challenges ahead. 

In our May meeting, we 
opened the floor for    
another round of nomi-
nations for the positions 
of 3rd Vice Commander, 
and the Representative 
to the American Legion 
War Memorial Commis-
sions.  I then certified 
that the nomination 
polls were closed.  The 
actual election took place 
immediately followed the 
closure of the nominat-

ing process.  Comrade 
George Tsang and Com-
rade Collyn Fong were 
appointed to the election 
committee with me there 
to supervise the counting 
of the ballots. This was 
my first time supervising 
the elections and with 
the cooperation of all the 
members that were pre-
sent, I thought it went 
fairly smoothly.  Thank 
you so much for the    
assist. 

Congratulations to our 
newly elected officers for 
Cathay Post 384 for 2015
-2016. 

C o m m a n d e r : 
Nelson Lum 

1st Vice Commander: 
Roger Dong 

2nd Vice Commander: 
Helen Wong 

Finance Officer: Vic Lum 

Secretary: John Li 

S a r g e n t - a t - A r m s : 
David Adams 

Chaplin: Richard Ow 

Judge Advocate: Evered 
Cohen 

Historian: Dale King 

Quartermaster: Ed Wong 

Service Officer: David 
Wong 

War Memorial Commis-
sion Representative: Jay 
Pon 

Come attend this year’s 97th American Legion 

Department of California Convention 

Where:  Ontario Convention Center 

When:  Thursday—Sun, June 25-28, 2015 

Website:  http://ontario2015.org/ 

We are excited to be having the 97th Annual Convention back here in Ontario 
this coming year.  We have a lot planned to make the most of your visit here to 
Southern California.  The Legion will be conducting their convention in Exhibit 
Hall B. 

Don’t forget about the parade on Friday evening.  Bring your post and district 
colors to march with pride and show the local residents who the American     
Legion really is. 

A Commander’s dinner and casino night will be planned for Saturday night (see 
ad on page 9).  Mark your calendar, enjoy your meal, put on your lucky hat and 
let’s see who all the winners will be.  Let’s all support our Department Com-
mander. 

We look forward to seeing you all in Ontario and more information to come in 
the coming months.  Thank you!  The 2015 Ontario Convention Committee  
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Nelson Lum, Continued  

October, we plan to continue our an-
nual participation in the Italian Herit-
age (Columbus Day) Parade.  The date 
will be on October 11.  Our entry will 
consist of a Color Detail, representa-
tives from the Miss Asian Global Pag-
eant, and members of our Post.  It will 
be another fun event for all the partici-
pants and our participation in this 
North Beach district event showcased 
our Post’s interactions with our neigh-
bors.  The parade will take place dur-
ing Fleet week.  We also plan to serve 
our annual luncheon to the sailors and 
Marines to show our appreciation for 
their service to our country. 

For the first time ever, the Veterans’ 
Day Parade will be re-routed to Fisher-

(Continued from page 3) man's Wharf.  No more parading down 
empty Market Street.  Some of you 
may recall that we said the same thing 
last year and yet the parade was still 
held along Market Street.  The biggest 
difference for this year is the commit-
tee that was formed to effect the 
change.  While all the details of the 
change have not yet been set, the 
change of route has been approved by 
all parties concerned.  I will notify you 
of any other changes once they have 
been confirmed.  

Congratulations to the newly elected 
officers who will manage the affairs of 
our Post for the next year.  I look for-
ward to working with each and every 
one of you for the betterment of our 
Post.  We will do our best to eclipse the 
Cathay Post paradigm.  

Roger Dong, Continued  

Major Lee's military 
leadership and action, 
fully supports our    
efforts. 

I encourage everyone 
who may have time, to 
lend us a helping hand 
and accomplish all our 
objectives and activi-
ties this coming year.  
Together, we can climb 
the highest mountain 
when we work together 
with enthusiasm and a 
positive attitude. I tru-
ly look forward to a 
great year ahead.    

I must salute and ap-
plaud the great work 
that Past Commander 
Jay Pon, his Executive 

Committee, and our 
recent Board of Direc-
tors have achieved 
these past twelve 
months.  Winning the 
top prize for our       
Cathay Dispatch, es-
tablishing our Cathay 
Post Foundation, and 
steering our Post 
through a stressful 
time in the manage-
ment of our building, 
these are major 
achievements and 
challenges no other 
Commander and staff 
have ever faced.  
Thanks Jay and every-
one who worked to 
mak e  ev er yt h in g    
happen this past year. 

urge the Marine Corps 
to facilitate the medal 
upgrade for Major Lee.  
In addition, we are 
teaming up with       
national organizations 
such as Chinese Amer-
ican Citizens Alliance, 
Organization of Chi-
nese Americans, and 
others to send a solid 
message to Washing-
ton D.C. that Major 
Lee's military achieve-
ments fully justifies 
the Medal of Honor.  
Former Congressman 
Colonel Pete McClos-
key (USMC Ret.) who 
was among the 8,000 
Marines safely rescued 
from the Chosin Reser-
voir, as the result of 
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New Officers, Continued  

Amituanai was in attendance at the 
banquet to receive his certificates and 
check on his behalf. His check, at the 
request of his family, was donated to 
San Francisco Firefighters Cancer  
Prevention Foundation.  

In addition, I don’t believe in the    
decade or so that I have attended     
Cathay Post’s anniversary dinners that 
I have ever seen so many Legionnaires 
from other American Legion posts and 
veterans organizations attend the   

(Continued from page 2) 

Deputy Chief Raymond Guzman (L)and Firefighter 

Emmon Lew. 

Amituanai’s sister and firefighter Barry Wong. Jaynry Mak and son, Tanner. 

dinner. It was wonderful seeing their 
wholehearted appreciation. 

Without the team efforts of all who 
were involved, the dinner would not 
have been as successful as it was.  I 
salute all who volunteered and put in 
lots of hours.  Thank you many times 
over! 

For more pictures from the banquet, 
go to Frank Jang’s site at: https://
f r a n k j a n g e v e n t p h o t o g -
raphy.shutterfly.com/120182 

SF police officer award winners and their family 

members. 
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Disclaimer 

Opinions or articles expressed herein are those of the author or columnist, and are 

not necessarily those of the National, Department, District, or of the American   

Legion.  Publication of advertisements does not imply endorsement by the American 

Legion of the products, service, or offers advertised or profiled.   

Thanks to the hard work 
of the District 8 Posts, 
this year our district will 
be sending 14 boys to 
California Boys State this 
year, two more than last 
year!  Special thanks go 
to Cathay post for sup-
porting three deserving 
boys this year!  They are 
Shane Kealy from St.  
Ignatius College Prep, 
Lumumba Diop from 
Lincoln, and Phu Troung 
from Galileo.   

On May 3, nearly one 
hundred boys and par-
ents from our district 
and District 26 met at 
Post 82 in San Mateo for 
orientation on the 87th 
Annual Boys State which 
will be held at the cam-
pus of Sacramento State 
University from June 20
-27.  They got a great  
orientation from James  

Boys State All Set Up!  By Paul Cox 

Alcorn, Assistant Direc-
tor of Boys State about 
what to expect and how 
to make the most of 
what promises to be an 
exciting and productive 
week. They were urged 
to go beyond their    
comfort levels and aim 
high.   

California Boys State is a 
part of the nationwide 
program for high school 
boys between their     
junior and senior 
years.  They learn about 
how our government 
works and the critical 
importance of interper-
sonal relationships in 
making democracy  
democratic.  They meet, 
live, and work with other 
boys from all over the 
state.  There were 999 
boys that attended last 
year and this year, they 

expect 1,034.  At the end 
of the week, the boys 
elect a governor and a 
lieutenant governor, who 
will go to Boys Nation at 
the end of the summer.   

Boys who previously 
participated in Boys 
State universally praise 
the week as educational, 
interesting, and well-
spent.  For ambitious 
young men, having been 
to Boys State can be the 
key to getting into a good 
school or a military 
academy.  For many, 
such as Bill Clinton, 
elected president of Boys 
Nation in 1968, Boys 
State was life changing.  

Good luck to all boys 
who go this year.  You 
are on your way!  The 
sky is the limit! 

Left: Paul Cox, Boys State Chair and all the boys and their parents from District 8 and District 26 get-

ting their orientation on the upcoming trip to Sacramento State University.  

Photo courtesy of William Jackson, Post 105 
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Hoedown at the SF Design Center By Roger Dong 

The Chinese Hospital Foundation held 
its annual fund raising shin-dig, its 
“6th Annual Spring Fling,” at the San 
Francisco Design Center nestled in 
SOMA at 101 Henry Adams Street.  
The Design Center, when it’s not host-
ing parties and fund raisers, is a com-
plex of 3 large renovated warehouses, 
which today houses more than 100 
showrooms for exhibiting furniture 
and accoutrements.  But on Thursday, 
6 p.m., May 7, 2015 the main show-
room was rocking.  The venue was a 
Western themed night and attendees 
were asked to dress appropriately.  
Some people did, but the rest of us 
wore available cowboy hats and every-
one pretended to be “Roy Rogers or 
Dale Evans” for a few hours.  For you 
young folks, “Roy and Dale” were    
famous cowboys who were household 
names a half century ago. 

Who was there?  Most everyone who 
counted was there, including a couple 
of famous mayors. 

The hors d’oeuvres were excellent - as 
28 famous, local restaurants served 
samplings of their cuisines for all to 
enjoy.  Everybody who wanted to taste 
the goodies, got mouth-watering 
spoonfuls.  There was an open bar, so 
everyone enjoyed the festivities.  There 
was also a silent auction and a few big 
lottery prizes.   

For the lively crowd, Cowboy Bob 
brought western tunes and line danc-
ing opportunities.  Like in old high 

school days, most of the line dancers 
were gals, and most of the gents, 
watched comfortably and more than 
happily at the tables. 

I had personal reasons for wanting to 
attend the Chinese Hospital’s 6th      
Annual Spring Fling.  I was born there.   
Actually, many of our Post members 
who were born in San Francisco were 
very likely born in Chinese Hospital.  
Chinese Hospital was the only option 
if you were born in or near Chinatown. 
My generation of World War II babies 
and the post WWII babies were all 
brought into this world by non-
Chinese doctors at Chinese Hospital.   

I interviewed Ms. Linda Schumacher, 
the current Chinese Hospital CEO, and 
learned that there are many Chinese 
American physicians practicing at  
Chinese Hospital today.  Currently, 
90% of the 150 active doctors are    
ethnically Chinese and roughly 50% 
are females. 

Chinese Hospital was first built in 
1925.  Interestingly, during its first 
year, our good friend the late Major 
Kurt C. Lee was born there.   Twenty 
years later, my generation of World 
War II babies followed.  Many of us 
are now Cathay Post  members.  

Chinese Hospital is still located at 825 

(Continued on page 14) 

Mayor Ed Lee & former Mayor Willie Brown. 
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Cathay Post No. 384 supports Chinese 
Hospital and there is a continual need 
for donations to keep it functioning.  If 
you would like to make a donation, 
p l e a s e  g o  t o  t h i s  w e b s i t e 
www.chinesehospital-sf.org and do-
nate.  Your donation will enhances the 
capabilities of the hospital to provide 
medical services to our community. 

Jackson Street.  Over the years, the 
hospital has expanded slowly, and cur-
rently is in the midst of another major 
expansion.  A new structure east of the 
original building is under construction 
and due to be completed in 2016. The 
new wing will cost around $160 mil-
lion.  We are all very excited to witness 
the growth of Chinese Hospital as it 
strives to serve our growing (and ag-
ing) community.  Chinese Hospital is a 
community-owned, not for profit or-
ganization, existing primarily to deliv-
er high quality health care to all our 
local citizens at all socioeconomic lev-
els.  Our community is very fortunate 
to have Chinese Hospital in its midst.  

(Continued from page 13) 

JROTC Scholarship Recipients By Connie Tseng 

The San Francisco Uni-
fied School District Jun-
ior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (JROTC) 
held their 69th Annual 
Spring Drill Competition 
on May 14 at Abraham 
Lincoln High School.  
There was a sea of high 
school students present 
and the competition be-
tween schools in several 
different categories was 
intense.  One of the most 
interesting was the Drill 
and Ceremony. The com-

petition was demanding 
and the cadets demon-
strated responsibility 
and discipline which was 
evident in their perfor-
mances.  Watching how 
the parents and family 
members reacted to the 
event convinced me that 
they appreciated the 
hard work and dedica-
tion by these young men 
and women of the 
JROTC program.  

As usual, members of 
Cathay Post were in    
attendance.  Newly-
elected Commander  
Nelson Lum and Adju-
tant Connie Tseng were 
there to present the   
athletic and scholastic 
awards.  There were   
seven (7) awards for 
each category.   

Additionally, two (2) 
scholarship award recip-
ients were announced. 
The athletic scholarship 
went to Cadet Marcella 
de Punzio, who achieved 
the highest military fit-
ness score.  The scholas-
tic scholarship went to 
Cadet Yanzhi Lucy Liu 
for her 3.90 grade point 
average. Each scholar-
ship recipient will       
receive their $1,000 
check at our 84th Anni-
versary Banquet.  

L-R: Adjutant Connie Tseng and 

Cadet Marcella de Punzio. 

L-R: Adjutant Connie Tseng and 

Cadet Yanzhi (Lucy) Liu. 

http://www.chinesehospital-sf.org
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Coast Guard Salutes Its Asian American Members By Roger Dong 

This year on May 12, 
2015, our US Coast 
Guard (USCG) once 
again took time out to 
salute and recognize the 
many Asian Americans 
who have joined its 
ranks and served our 
country. W.T. Jeanpierre 
and I from Cathay Post 
No. 384 attended the 
event to show our appre-
ciation and contributed 
some food and drinks 
towards this worthy 
event.  At the request of 
several past participants, 
we brought everybody's 
favorite fresh cream 
strawberry cake to share 
with everyone.  The fresh 
strawberry cake made us 
the most popular mem-
bers of the event. 

At this event, there were 
food samplings from Ko-
rea, the Philippines, 
Thailand, and Japan.  

Surprisingly, there was 
no Chinese food station.  
Hawaiian dancers and 
USCG dancers in Polyne-
sian attire entertained 
the crowd.  

There were about 150 
attendees who partici-
pated in this celebration. 
This number of attend-
ance doubled last year's 
participation. Since 
Coast Guard Island is US 
government owned mili-
tary land, only people 
with military IDs or 
working passes can get 

on this territory.  Thus, 
attendance in this great 
event will always be   
limited. 

We spoke to a number of 
Coast Guard members 
about the American    
Legion and in particular, 
Cathay Post No. 384.  
The Coast Guard mem-
bers were encouraged to 
consider joining our   
organization. 

Since the Coast Guard is 
the only active duty mili-
tary organization in the 
Bay Area (the Army 
Corps of Engineers does 
have presence in San 
Francisco, but most of 
that organization are  
civilian engineers), con-
tinual participation of 
events like this by us 
serves to develop good 
will and support for our 
active duty members.   

W.T. Jeanpierre and R. Dong 

with the strawberry cake. 

Remembering WWI & WWII Chinese American Veterans 
By David Wong 

St. Mary’s Square WWI and WWII Memorial 

Plaque. 

With an overcast weather conditions 
on Sunday, May 24th, veterans, family 
members, and friends came out to the 

annual joint ceremonial event between 
American Legion Cathay Post #384 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) 91st Division/Chinatown Post 
4618 to commemorate the fallen      
heroes for the Memorial Day             
observance.   At the St. Mary’s Square 
Park in San Francisco, there is a 
bronze plaque etched with names of 
approximately 90 veterans who lost 
their lives fighting for the freedom of 
our country.  On the top lines of the 
plaque read the words of “We salute 
these Americans of Chinese ancestry 

(Continued on page 17) 
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who gave their lives for America in 
World Wars I and II.  At the bottom of 
the plaque and to the far left is an   
emblem of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and to the bottom far right is an 
emblem of the American Legion. 

VFW Post Commander of the 91st Divi-
sion/Chinatown Post 4618 Bill Jang, 
led the program and presented a brief 
history of the special occasion to   
commemorate Memorial Day event.  
Veterans of Cathay Post #384 who 

(Continued from page 16) 

The morning of May 24, 2015 was a 
typical day at Lands End in San Fran-
cisco.  It was COLD.  Our very own 
Comrade Stan Ellexson Jr. invited 
members of our Post to join in the   
remembrance of those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice on board the USS 
San Francisco during the pitched    
naval battle at the Guadalcanal.  The 
sacrifices of the 100 sailors and seven 
(7) Marines on board this ship along 
with hundreds of others were one of 
the main reasons that kept the         
Imperial Japanese Military from being 
able to invade Australia. 

The ceremony was well organized and 
even though it was too cold for com-
fort, the event was well attended.  In 
addition to remembering those who 

paid the ultimate sacrifice, there was a 
very pleasant surprise when our post 
member Lt. Col. John Stevens (USMC 
Ret.) was chosen to be honored.  John 
was honored for his lifetime of service 
to the Corps.  A very touching moment 
was when John was "interviewed" by 
his son, John Jr., about his contribu-
tions and experiences during the Kore-
an Conflict.  We learned that Lt. Col. 
Stevens was recently honored as the 
“2015 Marine of the Year.” 

Our contingent was led by Command-
er Jay Pon who was escorted by his 
lovely wife Marlina, and our Histori-
an/Judge Advocate Roger Dong, our 
Editor-in-Chief Clara Pon and myself.  
As mentioned, it was a bitterly cold 
morning and at Lands End, there was 
nowhere for you to find shelter.  Stan 
was very gracious and offered us the 
front row seats, but those seats were 
situated at the tip of the wind tunnel.  
Marlina and Clara were smart enough 
to realize they would get sick if they 
continue to expose themselves to the 
elements; and, thus, they left and 
sought shelter in a nearby coffee shop 

(Continued on page 18) 

Lands End Winter Winds in May By Nelson Lum 

participated in the ceremony were:  
Richard Ow, Dale King, Chee Yee, Nes-
tor Tom, Ed Wong, and David Wong.   

Cathay Post 384 and VFW Post 4618 members at 

St. Mary’s Square. 

USS San Francisco Memorial VIP guests.  
Photo by Sherry Oppenheim. 

St. Mary’s Square, Continued 
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after the honoring of John and Jody 
Stevens.  Being that he was our leader, 
Jay had no choice and sat on stage to 
bravely display our post colors.  Roger 
and I decided since Jay was wearing 
the post shirt, we could keep our jack-
ets on to stay a bit warmer.   

Congratulations John! We at Cathay 
Post are very proud of you.  Thank you 
Stan for keeping the memory of the 
USS San Francisco in our hearts and 
congratulations to you as well!  

(Continued from page 17) 

Lands End, Continued 

2015 Marine of the Year, John Stevens with his 

wife Jody as the Chairs of Honor.  
Photo by Sherry Oppenheim. 

Left: Mayor Ed Lee. Right: Cathay Post members.  Photo by Hank Hong. 

Memorial Day At SF National Cemetery, Presidio By Clara Pon 

It was another foggy 
morning in San Francis-
co with a slight chance 
that the sun will break 
through in the early af-
ternoon on Memorial 
Day, May 25. Having 
nearly frozen our fingers, 
toes, nose and ears at 
Lands End the morning 
before at the USS San 
Francisco Memorial cer-
emony, a few of us who 
were there were better 
prepared to attend the 
Grand March and Cere-
mony at San Francisco 
National Cemetery, the 
Presidio. Post members, 
s u p p o r t  m e m b e r , 

friends, and former 
member participated in 
the march into the ceme-
tery grounds at 10:30 
a.m.  

In commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of 
the end of the Vietnam 
War, a special wreath 
presentation was laid by 
Vietnam War Veterans 
Christopher Bowman 
and Steve Noetzel. It was 
followed with a 4-Gun 
Salute by Pacific Train-
ing Division, 75 Training 
Company, presentation 
of Colors by the U.S.   
Army Color Guard, the 

playing of the National 
Anthem by 191st Army 
Band, the Pledge of Alle-
giance led by Lt. Colonel 
John Farrell (USAF 
Ret.), invocation by Rab-
bi Allen Bennett, and 
welcoming remarks by 
Mayor Ed Lee, State  
Senator Mark Leno and 
members of the National 
Cemetery Administra-
tion and Presidio Trust.  

As in the previous year, 
the Coast Guard did a 
low and slow fly-by  and 
the ceremony finished 
with the traditional 21-
Gun-Salute . 
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Another key milestone in our long 
journey to build the Korean War     
Memorial will soon be upon us. On 
July 11, 2015, a formal Groundbreak-
ing Ceremony will take place on the 
Memorial site in the Presidio of San 
Francisco. And not long after that 
date, this symbolic ceremony will be 
followed by the commencement of ma-
jor landscaping and construction. 

The Groundbreaking Ceremony will 
take place from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. on 
the Memorial site, at the corner of Lin-
coln Boulevard and Sheridan Avenue 
in the Presidio, adjacent to the en-
trance to the National Cemetery where 
2,273 Americans who fought in the 
Korean War are buried. Korean War 
veterans and their families and 
friends; donors; members of the me-
dia; and other supporters are invited 
to join us. 

Distinguished guests will include U.S. 
Senator Dianne Feinstein of California 
(invited), Representative Kim Jung-
hoon of the Republic of Korea Nation-
al Assembly (confirmed), former Sec-
retary of State George Shultz and San 
Francisco Chief of Protocol Charlotte 
Mailliard Shultz (invited), U.S. Repre-

sentative Nancy Pelosi of California’s 
12th Congressional District (invited), 
San Francisco Mayor Edwin M. Lee 
(invited), Republic of Korea Consul 
General Han Dong-man (confirmed), 
Presidio Trust Executive Director 
Craig Middleton (invited), former 
KWMF President and former U.S. 
Congressman Pete McCloskey 
(confirmed), and of course current Ko-
rean War Memorial President Judge 
Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.). 

The event will begin with brief re-
marks by several of the distinguished 
guests, followed by the ceremonial 
groundbreaking complete with hard 
hats and gold shovels. Complimentary 
light refreshments will be served, and 
nearby parking will be available. The 
formal invitation and full program are 
being finalized now and will be sent 
out soon. If you would like to receive 
an invitation and program, please con-
tact Eleanor Zapanta of KWMF at el-
eanor@kwmf.org, (415) 921 -1933. 
Please provide your full mailing ad-
dress, email address, and phone num-
ber. Thank you. We hope to see you on 
July 11 for this exciting Korean War 
Memorial milestone. 

Artist rendering of the Korean War Memorial. 

Korean War Memorial Groundbreaking By Gerard Parker 

mailto:eleanor@kwmf.org
mailto:eleanor@kwmf.org
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Introducing Colonel Ronald Won By Roger Dong 

Colonel Ronald C. 
Won (USAF Ret.) is 
our newest Post 
member.  Colonel 
Won was a Korean 
War combat pilot 
who flew more than 
100 missions and 
had one confirmed 
enemy killed.  Dur-

ing this war, Won also flew high risk 
missions as a Forward Air Controller 
with the 9th Republic of Korea Infantry 
Division to locate and identify enemy 
positions. 

Colonel Won is a truly unique  warrior 
who started his military career at 17 
years of age enlisting in our Navy and 
served four years, first on our nearby 
Treasure Island and then at Naval Air 
Station, Honolulu, HI. He took a short 
break and a year later joined the Ma-
rines and served at  Alameda Naval Air 
Station.  Semper Fi. 

Wanting to see how serving on terra 
firma might be like, Won joined the 
Army.  But he received a Congression-
al Appointment to the Army Aviation 
Cadet Program and was commissioned 
a 2nd Lieutenant in May 1950.  After 
pinning on his gold bars, he was      
assigned to the "Just Famous" 27th 
Fighter Wing at Bergstrom AFB, TX.    
In 1952, Won flew across the Pacific 
Rim from Travis AFB to Japan in an   
F-84 jet fighter developing mid-air  
refueling techniques en route to his 
second combat tour. 

In 1953 Colonel Won served in the Air 
Force and was assigned as an Intelli-
gence Language Officer and Aircraft 
Maintenance Staff Officer.   As an Intel 
Officer Won was assigned to Fort Bel-
voir with the 1127th Field Activities 
Group.  In 1966 he was an Operations 
Staff Officer at Hamilton Field with 

the 78th Fighter Wing. 

During the Vietnam War Won flew 
dangerous air transports for the Mili-
tary Airlift Command and flew many 
missions between Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base, Da Nang, Cam Rahn Bay and 
Nha Trang.  These transport missions 
were target practice for Viet Cong 
which shot down many Air Force air-
craft during landings and takeoffs. 

In 1974 Won was assigned to McClel-
lan AFB, CA and had additional duty 
as an Air Force Academy Liaison     
Officer vetting candidates for the Air 
Force Academy. 

Colonel Won retired in 1980 after 38 
years of distinguished service. He his 
awards include the Legion of Merit, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air 
Medals with five (5) oak leaf clusters, 
the WWII Victory medal, the Asiatic 
Campaign Medal, the American Cam-
paign medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Navy Good Conduct 
medal, the Presidential Unit Citation, 
the United Nations Service medal, the 
Korean Service medal, the Air Force 
Longevity Service ribbon, the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit award, the 
Army  Occupation medal, the Korean 
Presidential medal and Small Arms 
Expert Marksmanship ribbon. 

As veteran Won has been a member of 
Chinatown VFW Post 4618 and was 
Post Commander from 1990-1992.   It 
is great that he has decided to join the 
American Legion and specifically our 
Cathay Post.   As membership in most 
veterans organizations are shrinking, 
veterans should consider membership 
in more than one veteran organization 
and veterans organizations should 
conduct more joint activities to        
enhance the value of veterans organi-
zations.  

VFW holiday party 

2014. 
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A Message to Chief Reporter, Roger Dong from Brigadier General Garrett S. Yee 

May 31, 2015 

Dear Roger, 

May-finished.  United States. Iraq. Jordan. Afghanistan. Heading home soon! 

When you start repeating the months, it's time to go home.  That's the way it felt for 
me.  I arrived in Kuwait in May 2014 and so when May 2015 came around, I new it 
was time.  Good news, the Chief of Staff of the Army had recently approved my re-
placement, Brigadier General (BG) Larry Thoms.  I had served with BG Thoms in 2011 
to 2012 so I know he will do a great job. He served with the 335th Signal Command 
in Kuwait while I served in Afghanistan. 

US-In early May, I flew back to the US to spend a 
week with Larry spending a day at Fort Belvoir in 
Virginia; a day at McDill Air Force Base in Florida; 
two days at Shaw Air Force Base in South Caroli-
na; and a day at the Pentagon in Washington 
D.C.  We covered a lot of ground in just five 
days!  While in Florida, we had dinner with my 
long-time friend, Angie and her husband George, 
who now live near Tampa. Of course, I always 
enjoy spending time with our team members at Shaw! 

Iraq-Back in Kuwait, much of our focus remains on Iraq.  And so after a few days up-
on returning from the states, I made my fifth trip up to Iraq for a day to assess the 
progress of our efforts to improve the military communications infrastructure.  We 
flew in an Army UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter from Camp Arifjan to an airfield where 
we took an Army C-12 airplane to the former Sather Air Base in Baghdad, and then 
took an Embassy UH-1 Huey helicopter over to the other side of Baghdad.  On the 
way back, we flew directly over the Al Faw Palace at the former Victory Base Complex 
where I had previously served.  It's hard to believe that I first flew into Sather Air 
Base in Baghdad in July 2006, and now it was May 2015, almost nine years lat-
er.  Strange feeling? Yes. 

Jordan-The next day, I made my fifth trip to Amman, Jordan to 
observe a multi-national exercise where Army Central played a 
key role.  We flew in Blackhawk helicopters to the live fire ex-
ercise in the middle of the Jordan desert where I got to meet 
HRH Prince Faisal.  We then flew down to the Gulf of Aqaba by 
the Red Sea to observe the maritime portion of the exer-
cise.  On the flight back up to Amman, we flew directly over 
the Dead Sea and Mount Nebo, where Moses saw the Prom-
ised Land.  I also spent time with my fellow Jordanian General 
Officer colleagues.  They have perfected hospitality. As soon as 
you sit down, the tea comes out.  I tend to drink a lot of tea 

(Continued on page 23) 

Greetings from Brigadier General Garrett S. Yee— 

May...Gone!  
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Greetings from BG Garrett S. Yee—May...Gone!  

while in Jordan.  We had a cultural day in between engagements and so our team 
visited the ancient city of Petra.  Indiana Jones helped to make Petra more famous.  I 
can now check Petra off the bucket list! 

Back in Kuwait, I began preparing for my departure, which included cleaning my 
room, giving things away that I didn't need but still useful, and shipping a few boxes 
of things back home.  After a year, you tend to accumulate a few things.  At the same 
time, the weather began to heat up.  Most days are now well over 100 degrees, some 
as high as 111 degrees or higher.  In May I got to see my nephew, Private Gera Vera 
and attend my last Association of the United States Army event where the local Ku-
wait Chapter gave me a plaque in appreciation for my support over the past 

year.  Since May is Asian American and Pacific Islander 
month, I happily accepted the invitation to speak at an 
event.  At our monthly Hail and Farewell, the staff pre-
sented me with a very nice farewell token of apprecia-
tion as their Commanding General for the past 
year.  Then on Memorial Day, we worked all day but 
enjoyed an impromptu BBQ that evening where I may 
have enjoyed a cigar with the team to finish off the 
day. 

Afghanistan-For my third and final trip to Af-
ghanistan, we took a UH-60 Blackhawk from 
Camp Arifjan to the airfield where we flew in a C
-17 airplane for 4 hours to Bagram in Afghani-
stan.  We arrived about 2:00 am in the morn-
ing.  We attended the 25th Signal Battalion 
change of command then spent time with our 
troops for the rest of the day.  In Afghanistan, 
the sights are incredible with the snow-covered 
mountains in the background, even in late 
May.  Our flight got delayed until early the next morning-in fact, we watched the sun 
go down and then the sunrise the next morning before our C-17 flight actually took 
off.  On the bright side, that meant we got to spend more time in Afghanistan, which 
I called "bonus time" like when we played pinball growing up.  We arrived at the air-
field where a Blackhawk awaited and took us back to Camp Arifjan. It was a long two 
days with very little sleep but regardless, a great trip! 

Before I knew it, May came and went.  Maria says that when people read my newslet-
ter, she says they can't feel sorry for me because I'm always having such a great 
time.  I guess it's true. I am having a great time doing what I get to do.  And while 
some days are longer than others and although we are daily faced with difficult chal-
lenges, I can't think of any greater honor than leading America's sons and daugh-
ters.  

This month, the newsletter grew a little longer; so enjoy the photos if you got this 
far!  As always thank you all for continuing to keep us in your thoughts and pray-
ers.  I'll be home soon! 

(Continued from page 22) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  
ALWMC Meet-

ing, 5:30 p.m. 

3 4 5  

 
6 

7 8 9 10 11  
Dist. 8 Meeting  

5:30 p.m. 

12 13  Post Meet-

ing & Election 

14 Flag Day   15  

Poker Registra-

tion deadline 

16 17 18 19  

CA Boys State 

19-27 

20  Cathay 

Post Texas 

Hold’ em 

21  Father’s 

Day & Sum-

mer Solstice 

22   

CA Boys State 

19-27 

23   

CA Boys State 

19-27 

24   

CA Boys State 

19-27 

25 July CD 

deadline & CA 

AL Convention 

26  CA AL Con-

vention, Boys 

State 19-27 

27 CA AL Con-

vention, Boys 

State 19-27 

28 CA AL Con-

vention, Girls 

State 6/28-7/3 

29  

Girls State 6/28

-7/3 

30  

Girls State 6/28

-7/3 

    

June 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4  

Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 ALWMC 

Meeting, 5:30 

p.m. 

8 9  

Dist. 8 Meeting  

5:30 p.m. 

10 11  

Post Meeting  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23  

August CD 

issue deadline  

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30  

 

31  

July 2015 
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Vietnam War 
 2/28/1961 – 5/7/1975  
 
Korean War  
6/25/1950 – 1/31/1955 
 
World War II  

12/7/1941 – 12/31/1946  
 
World War I  
4/6/1917 – 11/11/1918  

www.legion.org 
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