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We begin our gratitude by thanking a few government leaders who in May 2017 
introduced bipartisan legislation, S.1050/H.R. 2358, the Chinese-American World 
War II Veteran Congressional Gold Medal authorizing recognition to Chinese 
American Veterans of World War II.  They were Senators Tammy Duckworth, 
William T. Cochran, Maize K. Hirono, and Congressmen Ed Royce and Ted Lieu.  
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 This may be our final opportunity to tell the story and honor our cherished WWII Chinese Ameri-

can Veterans. The American Legion Cathay Post 384, Chinese Historical Society of America, and 

Chinese American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A), would like to take the opportunity of the 75th anni-

versary of the end of World War II to honor and celebrate the 1,300+ Chinese American Veterans 

in California. 

 

We owe it to them to educate and inspire a new generation with their personal, wartime experi-

ences, contributions, and sacrifices to our nation and community. 

 

A celebration is planned for September 26, 2020 as a one-hour virtual program with presenta-

tions from the State of California, and from several U.S. military and Veterans organizations. A 

special short film by Montgomery Hom, co-produced with C.A.C.A. will highlight the journey of Chi-

nese Americans in military service from the Civil War to WWII, to the current CGM award. 

 

We continue to celebrate our California Chinese American Veterans with an August 29, 2020 

webinar and a commemorative book that will be released December 2020. In 2021, there will be 

the full release of the movie documentary, “We Served with Pride”, and a virtual memorabilia 

exhibit. We honor our WWII Veterans today, so they may always be remembered in the future. 

Saturday September 26, 2020  
Vitual Celebration - Link TBA 

CHECK CATHAY POST 384  
FB PAGE FOR DETAILS! 

75th Anniversary Ceremony of the End of World War II  
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FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Commander Helen Wong 

September 2 marked the 75th Anniver-
sary of the end of World War II.  It 
doesn’t seem possible that so many 
years have passed and we have not 
given the recognition to the “Greatest 
Generation” that they so deserve but 
many did not want that attention as 
they saw themselves as “just doing 
their job.”  My dad was a WWII Veteran 
serving in the Army with the 101st Air-
borne Division in Europe.  When we 

would ask him about his experience, he 
would reply “war is hell,” and that was 
all he would say.  He was a member of 
The American Legion in Visalia and I 
grew up reading his magazines as it 
looked interesting.  
I never thought I 
would become a 
veteran myself 
much less the com-
mander of Cathay 
Post 384. 

Then last year, Con-
nie Young Yu, the 
daughter of 1950-
51 commander, 
John C. Young, coor-
dinated the Called 
to Rise  

Chinese Americans 
in World War II ex-
hibit and symposi-
um with the Chinese Historical Society 
America hosting, and our Cathay Post 
384 and Chinese American Citizens Alli-
ance co-sponsoring.  It was attended by 
many of our members and was very 
well received.  On August 29, 2020, the 
Bay Area Chinese Genealogy Group and 
Ron Chan, Executive Director (who is 
the son of WWII Veteran Herb Chan) 
hosted the webinar on Operation: WWII 
Chinese American G.I. with Montgom-
ery Hom, Executive Director of the Cali-
fornia WWII 75th Anniversary ceremo-
ny giving the keynote address.  There 
were historic artifacts and memorabilia 
shown as well as a preview of the re-
mastered “We Served with Pride” docu-

mentary film produced by Montgomery 
Hom. After that, the panelists were Ma-
jor General William Chen, Connie Young 
Yu, and Montgomery Hom giving very 
informative history.           

This webinar precedes a September 
26th virtual ceremony to honor Califor-
nia Chinese American WWII Veterans of 
which Cathay Post 384 will be a co-
sponsor, flag presentation by Cathay 
Post Color Guard, and speaker partici-
pants in the program.  Flora Hui who 
has been a singer at our officer installa-
tion dinners will also be contributing 
her voice.  The announcement of the 
program will be coming out shortly. 

From the beginning of Cathay Post 384 
in the 1930s, which was founded by 16 
World War I veterans to after World 
War II (WWII) when there were thou- 

….continued on page 3 

Above: Ron Chan, Executive Director—  
Bay Area Chinese Genealogy Group. 

Below:  Cathay Post Color Guard practicing 

Above: Major General William Chen, Connie Young Yu, and 

Montgomery Hom  
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Continued from page 2… 

sands who returned to the Bay Area, 
joining The American Legion, San Fran-
cisco was the oldest and largest of the 
Chinese American posts.  There were 
100,000 Chinese living in the United 
States during WWII, and of that num-
ber, there were 20,000 Chinese Ameri-
cans who served in the military.   

Here are some of the more notable 
WWII commanders of Cathay Post 384.  
The post has the distinction of having 
the first WWII Veteran elected in Cali-
fornia as the Commander in 1945: An-
drew Wong.  He was a business man/
bar owner before entering the Army to 
serve in the anti-aircraft corps for al-
most 2 years. 

Herb Caen also mentions that in addi-
tion to being the first WWII Veteran to 
be the commander of a local American 
Legion post (Cathay), he also has the 
another first: he was the first Chinese to 
be admitted to the S.F. Press Club. 

Col. John C. Young also was another 
WWII Veteran who was a Cathay Post 
384 commander.  He served in the Chi-
na-Burma-India theater from December 
1942 to June 1945 in combat zones 
along the Burma Road.  He served under 
General Stilwell as an ordnance officer 
and in airdrop operations. After he was 
elected Cathay Post 384 commander in 
1950, he was recalled back to active 
duty from April 1951 to April 1953.  He 
was a primary organizer to establish the 
San Francisco memorial to the fallen 
Chinese American Veterans of World 
War I and World War II at St. Mary’s 
Square.  He helped preside over its dedi-
cation with his former commanding 
officer, General Albert Wedemeyer.  He 
retired in 1972 from the Army Reserves 
as a colonel. 

Lim Poon Lee was commander in 1951 
taking over for Commander John Young 
who had been recalled to active duty.  
He also was elected commander in 1955
-56.  He was a co-chairman of the joint 
Cathay Post 384 & VFW WWI & WWII 
War Memorial Project at 
St. Mary’s Square.  Accord-
ing to Steve Rubenstein of 
the San Francisco Chroni-
cle, Commander Lee was a 
US Army counterintelli-
gence specialist during 
WWII, a student at College 
of the Pacific and Lincoln 
University Law School, and 
a long-time social worker 
and juvenile probation 

officer.  He also wrote for the Chinese 
Digest, a monthly Chinatown news mag-
azine.  In 1966, he was appointed post-
master of San Francisco which at the 
time was the highest federal appointive 
post ever held by a Chinese American.  
He was very active in the Chinese com-
munity and for many years served as 
the master of ceremonies for the annual 
Chinese New Year parade.   

Dr. Dale King served in the United 
States Navy on the USS Boxer (CVA) 
during WWII and then the United States 
Army during the Korean War.  He re-
ceived the WWII Victory, American The-
ater, United Nations, China Service, Na-
tional Defense, and the Korean War 
medals. He practiced dentistry for 35 
years in San Francisco.  Dr. King was 
Commander of the Cathay Post in 2008-
09, and was very active in the Post and 
in the Chinatown community.  He had 
been the Chief Executive of the Chinese 
Consolidated Benevolent Association, 
Chairman of the Sam Yup Benevolent 
Association, President of the San Fran-
cisco Chinese General Chamber of Com-
merce and many other organizations. 

Above: Commander  
Andrew Wong, 1913-2005  

Above: Commander Lim P. Lee, 

1911-2002  

Above: Col. John C. Young,  
1912-1987 

Above: Commander John Young, 5th from the left with his 
elected Cabinet officers in 1950.  

Above: Commander Dr. Dale C. King, 

1922-2018  
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When former Finance Officer Edward 
Wong brought Frank Tong to a Post 
meeting several years ago, he was met 
with a warm welcome and much ap-

preciation from the members.  He 
seemed to enjoy being around other 
Veterans, and always had a smile on his 
face. His total Army service was 11 
years starting in October 1941 and he 
was stationed all over the Pacific in-
cluding the China-Burma-India Theater.  
Mr. Tong was discharged as a TSGT (or 
Sergeant First Class now).  He was in 
the Army Signal Corps and was bilin-
gual so worked intercepting transmis-
sions.  After his final discharge, he 
worked at the Presidio of San Francis-
co’s Letterman Army Medical Center’s 
food service for 26 years achieving the 
position of Chief Supervisor.  
 
Whenever there were activities, his 
wife Susana would bring him and he 
was always accommodating with hav-
ing his picture taken.  When he and a 

few other WWII 
Veterans were 
invited by the 
Veterans Com-
mission to the 
Mayor’s Office in 
November 2019, 
and he was pre-
sented with the 
flag that had 
flown over City 
Hall as he was the most senior ranked 
member.  At the December 2019 Post 
meeting, the members celebrated his 
100th birthday and all had a great time.   
So it is with a heavy heart, that we say 
farewell to our most active WWII mem-
ber.  As of this writing, funeral services 
are pending final arrangements at 
Golden Gate National Cemetery.     May 
he forever rest in peace. 

In the May 25, 1951 edition of the Chi-
nese Press newspaper, there was an 
article titled “Cathay Post No. 384 Has 
Record of Civic Service” which summa-
rized the beginning of the Post and 
some of the community activities to 
that date.  It also listed the Command-
ers from 1930 to 1951 and all the mem-
bers in the Post which came to about 

1200 names so it is assumed they in-
cluded WWI, WWII, and Korean War 
Veterans.  In August 2020 our WWII 
members total 15, but in late August 
with the passing of Frank Tong, the 
number dropped to 14.  Our San Fran-
cisco members are: Richard Y. Chen, 
Edwin B. Choy, Gooeyock Eng, Robert K. 
Fong, Walter G. Fong, James Jeong, 

John R. Stevens, Ronald Won; in Ger-
mantown, MD is Yick H. Hong; in San 
Mateo is Pak C Huey, and Kai M. Lieu; in 
Irvine is Jeffrey Lee; in Oakland is Lu-
ther Lee, Jr.; and in Bellevue, WA is 
Weyman Wong.  If you know any of 
these gentlemen, please reach out to 
them and thank them for their service. 

SALUTING OUR WORLD WAR II VETERAN MEMBERS 

A FINAL SALUTE TO WORLD WAR II VETERAN  
FRANK TONG 1919-2020 

FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

Left: Chee Yee helping Frank celebrate his 100th birthday, December 2019; Photo 2: Military ribbons and dog tags- Top row: United Nations 
Service, Korean Service, Army of Occupation; 2nd row: Philippine Liberation, WWII Victory, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign; 3rd row: American 
Campaign, American Defense Service, Good Conduct. Photos 3 & 4: Frank Tong and his wife Susana honored at San Francisco City Hall. 
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Top Row: WWII Veteran SFC Frank Tong’s funeral service at CCNC; Middle Row: Flag folding ceremony for SFC Tong by Leo 
McArdle and George Smith from Post 105; Sgt-at-Arms; Bottom: CJ Reeves playing Taps. Photo credits: Dara Wong.

A FINAL SALUTE TO A WORLD WAR II VETERAN

Those attending were Commander Helen Wong, Jr. Past Commander Nelson 
Lum, Sgt-At-Arms CJ Reeves, W.T. Jeanpierre, Chaplain Richard Ow (Cathay 
Post & VFW), Nestor Tom (Cathay Post & VFW), Ray & Dara Wong (Cathay 
Post & VFW), David Wong (Cathay Post & VFW) & Albert Tom (VFW). 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF 2ND VICE COMMANDER CHUCK PASKERIAN 

By Chuck Paskerian 
My uncle, Stephen Russian, enlisted in 
the Air Transport Command founded in 
1942, the year after Pearl Harbor.  It 
was initially independent of the mili-
tary, but sponsored by the U.S. Govern-
ment to send Cargo Aircraft with sup-
plies to the CBI (China Burma India) 
areas, as well as Europe after the Japa-
nese attack. He enlisted in the Air 
Transport Command to help the war 
effort and he must have lied about his 
age because he was a teenager in 1942 
when he enlisted.  He spent WWII in 
the CBI theater. General Claire 
Chenault took over the “Air Transport 
Command” the next year and changed 
the name to the “Flying Tigers.” 
 
Thus, my uncle became an enlisted U.S. 
Army Sargent and was trained as a 
waist gunner for B-17 bombing mis-

sions until he was honorably dis-
charged as the first discharged veteran 
in Massachusetts due to his wounds 
and awards.     
 
While in the Flying Tigers, he was shot 
down several times and survived with 
the help of the local Chinese. Of course, 
he had the Tiger Flag and with the 
greeting in Chinese that he was there 
to help them.   However, The Tigers 
never put the emblems on their jacket 
as often seen in movies because they 
quickly learned the Japanese pilots 
would use the emblems as targets to 
shoot down the bailing out Air crews.  
So, my uncle’s emblems were never 
sewn on a jacket until the Korean War, 

when I was a flying officer and assigned 
to a unit that took the “Flying Tiger” 
name.  As a result, my uncle got an A-
45 flight jacket used in WWII and put 
on his “US Army Air Force” patch, as 
well as his ATC (“Air Transport Com-
mand” patch.  I later added my own 
USAF identifications. 
 
My family relationships go back much 
further with the Chinese than my won-
derful Cathay Post 384 Chinese rela-
tionships, of which I am proud! I could 
tell many stories. 
 
God Bless all our WWII Veterans. I am 
very proud of them all.  

Read the Cathay Dispatch! 
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/ 

CATHAY POST 384 CALENDAR 



These days, we are properly cele-
brating the very brave Chinese Ameri-
cans, 20,000 individuals, who despite 
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act resulting in 
serious racial discrimination, volun-
teered to join our military to face the 
threat to America from the Japanese 
Imperial Army and German Nazis. Most 
people do not know that immediately 
after Pearl Harbor, Chinese volunteers 
were rejected because of their race. 
We were discriminated against, partial-
ly because we were believed to be in-
capable of soldiering. 
 
Since the time when Chinese came to 
America, many to build our Transconti-
nental Railway (TRCC), many fellow 
Americans did not believe that with 
smaller physical bodies that the Chi-
nese could work with strength and 
endurance. Building our TRCC proved 
otherwise, but few people gave us 
credit for that major contribution to 
American history, without which Amer-
ica could not have been literally, be-
come a united nation. 
 
In 1942 a young man named Frank 
Fong from Chicago tried to enlist into 
our Army and was told "NO," you are 
not wanted.  Frank Fong would not 
take no for answer, and after repeated 
rejections, went right to the top.  Frank 
wrote to our most senior Army officer, 
General Hap Arnold, who surprised 
some people and declared that no 
American who volunteered to serve 
our Country, would be rejected.  
 
Frank Fong wanted to fly, so General 
Arnold ordered his assignment into 
flight school.  Frank Fong was the first 

Chinese American combat fighter pilot, 
and was assigned to Europe and did 
very well. On one of his first combat 
missions in the famous P-40 Warhawk, 
Fong shot down two German Luftwaffe 
fighters. His plane was damaged in 
combat, and Fong was seriously in-
jured landing his damaged P-40.  He 
flew and managed our European Air 
Rescue missions the remainder of 
WWII. Fong continued his Air Force 
career and retired as a full Colonel.                                                                                                                           
                            
Our World War II Chinese American 
soldiers served our nation when we 
were needed, proved their loyalty to 
America despite the Chinese Exclusion 
Act that denied us citizenship and all 
the rights of an American citizen, in-
cluding denying the immigration of 
Chinese women so that our population 
would evaporate in following decades. 
 
In the last few years, reminiscent of 
the days 0f post 1882 (year of the initi-
ation of the Chinese Exclusion Act) 
through World War II, today Chinese, 
and other Asians mistaken for Chinese, 
are the the target for racist insults and 
criminal acts.   What, how can this be 
happening? The COVID-19 pandemic 
drives a lot of the anti-China rhetoric 
and with the death of more than 
180,000 American lives, and the infec-
tion of more than 2,000,000 of our 
citizens, some of our leaders must find 
an outside reason for our ineffective 
anti-COVID defense. We now have the 
largest percentage of deaths and infec-
tions, based on a per capita compari-
son, in the world.   
 
While China has become a serious rival 

to our country in recent years, it does 
not make sense to take out our anger 
and frustration with American citizens 
who happen to be of Chinese ancestry.  
Chinese Americans have made major 
contributions to America in many fields 
including science and technology, med-
icine, education, and service in our 
military and do not deserve to be tar-
gets of insults and criminal activity.  
We are Americans, like all other Ameri-
cans, who are citizens of our country 
and serve our country with loyalty  
and honor.  
 
During these very trying times, thou-
sands of Chinese American doctors and 
medical staff (including nurses, care-
takers, and first responders) are a very 
valuable and essential for our the 
health and welfare for all our citizens. 
 
Today, around 50,000 Chinese Ameri-
cans serve in our military, in all branch-
es and in most specialties.  These are 
all volunteers, who have joined our 
military, have pledged to uphold and 
defend our Constitution, and when 
deployed to a combat zone, may make 
the ultimate sacrifice for America.   
 
When anti-Chinese American or anti-
Asian American incidents occur, may 
occur, we Chinese American veterans 
should stand-up to these incidents and 
stand-up to denounce all racism.  This 
is the right thing for all Americans to 
do.  Those Americans who believe in 
our Constitution and are not racists will 
respect all of us to stand up for our 
Constitutional rights. 
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SHOULD WE ALLOW AN UGLY LEGACY  
TO RETURN FROM OUR PAST? 

 
Many Hate incidents and hate crimes are reported in the Bay Area and 
throughout our Nation targeting Chinese Americans and Asian Americans 

FROM OUR HISTORIAN ROGER S. DONG 
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FROM OUR HISTORIAN ROGER S. DONG 

 

Jessie Lee Yip was one of the few Chi-
nese women in San Francisco to be-
come a member of Women's Army 
Corps (WAC). She was very patriotically 
motivated after feeling the impact of 
World War II at her high                      
school graduation. 
 
Shortly after graduation, and the in-
spired by a family friend, Lt Emily Lee 
Shek, Jessie was the first Chinese Amer-
ican woman to join the WAC, she con-
sidered signing up out of a strong sense 
of patriotism.   She encouraged her 
friends to join too, but other parents 
strongly objected to their daughters 
joining the military and going to war.   
 
She signed up for the United States 
Naval Reserve (Women's Reserve), 

better known Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES), 
but was rejected and so she joined the 
WAC. Jessie was so gung-ho and in-
tensely patriotic that no one bothered 
her and she never felt any overt dis-
crimination. After basic training, she 
was assigned to the Third Air Force in 
Tampa, Florida as a administrative typ-
ist. As the only Chinese woman in the 
military, she was extremely popular 
with the Chinese GIs.  She claimed that 
the only thing she really missed in the 
military was good Chinese food.  After 
the war, Jessie joined the Reserves and 
was a recruiter in San Francisco until 
she went to school on the GI Bill.   She 
was a member of American Legion Ca-
thay Post 384. 
 

Sgt Jessie Lee Yip 
Women's Army Corps, WWII  

COLONEL RICHARD F. HUM, 1924-2011  

Colonel Richard F. Hum was one of the 
most distinguished and honored Chi-
nese American Veterans in the whole 
country.  He served in World War II, the 
Korean War, and the Vietnam War.  His 

military awards include the second 
highest non-combatant five Legions of 
Merit and the National Intelligence Cer-
tificate of Distinction from the Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence. In 
retirement, his contributions to the 
Yountville Veterans Home awarded him 
into their Hall of Fame. 
 
Dick Hum was a local Bay Area fellow 
who was the Valedictorian at George 
Washington High, earned his B.A and 
M.A. degrees at UC Berkeley, and an 
Honorary Ph. D in Military Science, 
American Cornerstone University.  Dur-
ing the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, he 
was only 1 or 4 Pentagon officials were 
authorized to use the "red phone" to 
discuss major developments with Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy. 
 
Later in his career, he was assigned as 
the Air Attaché in Hong Kong, later the 
Defense Attaché in the Republic of Chi-
na (Taiwan). This assignment was ex-
tremely sensitive as the United States 
recognized China and downgraded Tai-
wan.  His adept handling of this assign-
ment earned him praise from all three 
countries involved. 
 
In retirement he and his wife Jane 
moved to the Veterans home in 
Yountville, CA.  Using his network in the 
US government, Colonel Hum raised 
$2,000,000 in donations of furniture 
and equipment benefiting all the resi-
dent veterans. 

SGT JESSIE LEE YIP 

 
As noted by Commander Helen Wong, we have had a number of post members, past and 
present, who have served honorably in WWII.  Here are a few more names and stories we 
have retrieved from our files. 

Colonel Richard F. Hum 
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One special member of our post was Lt 
Col. Andrew Leong, USAF who was a 
lifetime member of Cathay Post and 
during WWII was a B-26 combat naviga-
tor and bombardier. He flew multiple 
missions in Europe, including missions 
into Germany attacking heavy           
industrial targets. 
 
His volunteer military service began 
with his enlistment in the Army Air 
Corps. He and three high school friends 
enlisted in 1942, admitted to avoid be-
ing a foot soldier. With just a high 
school degree, Andrew Leong was not 
qualified to be an officer, but this was 
wartime, and exceptions to the rules 
were made.    
 
After a few months in the Army, he 
attended airplane mechanics school, 
and noted that there was a pilot short-
age.  So, Andrew took the opportunity 
to take the IQ tests and scored quite 
well, thus he qualified for cadet train-
ing, and when he completed his train-
ing, he was commissioned a lieutenant.  
Then Lt Leong attended navigator and 
bombardier training for a B-26 bomber.  
Completing his B-26 training, he was 
partnered with five other colleagues 
forming a B-26 combat crew.  
His team was dispatched to Europe and 
their mission was to bomb heavy indus-
trial targets in Germany.   
 
The mission was extremely dangerous 
and difficult as the Germans had forti-
fied their homeland with strong air de-
fense capabilities.  One of their major 
defense systems was dense defensive 
flak. The Germans would fire large vol-
umes of flak in front of invading allied 
bombers, and dodging the heavy flak to 
get to their targets depended on very 
skillful piloting. Evading heavy flak bar-
rage was not part of their air crew 
training.  Flak is munition design to ex-
plode near invading aircraft mass of 
small, sharp metal fragments aimed in 
near invading aircraft to damage pro-
pellers and/or the body of the aircraft.  
It was a very effective defense system.  

Thus, every mission over Germany was 
extremely risky. 
 
Lt. Col. Leong relayed to me in 2015 
that in one of his memorable missions 
that his B-26 was struck with dozens of 
punctures, and one flak fragment tore 
through his bombardier's glass com-
partment and missed his head by inch-
es.  It was a moment he has                
never forgotten. 
 
Lt Col Andrew Leong was a very active 
member of our Post for many years, 
but during his senior years was limited 
his active participation. 

LT COLONEL ANDREW LEONG, 1922-2017  
A PUFL WHO WAS A WORLD WAR II COMBAT VETERAN 

Top Right: Lt Andrew 
Leong – 1943  

Middle: Lt Andrew 
Leong (3rd from left) 

and his B-26 crew 
 

IMPORTANT DATES & EVENTS  
 

September 7 – Labor Day 
September 12 – 1100 hours,  
Cathay Post monthly meeting  

– via Zoom video conference only 
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Major Kurt Chew-Een Lee, a native of 
California, was the first Asian/Chinese 
American regular officer in our Marine 
Corps.  He served in WWII, the Korean 
War and the Vietnam War.  Raised as 
a warrior, Major Lee was a combat 

officer whose bravery inspired all the 
men  who served under him and his 
singular military leadership during the 
Korean War saved the 1st Marine Divi-
sion from capture and defeat.  In com-
bat situations dealing directly with 
enemy,  he would personally charge 
adeptly at the enemy forces, drawing 
fire to reveal their firing positions, 
which provided targets for his ma-
chine gunners to annihilate the ene-
my.  Lee was very swift and was al-
ways moving at sharp angles so that 
he was a difficult target.   His courage 
inspired his troops and his superiors.  
After his first combat confrontation in 
North Korea, his effective and coura-
geous tactics earned the Navy Cross, 
the second highest Marine Corps 
award. 
 
His most distinguished combat leader-
ship was displayed in November 1950 

when he led a company of Marines,  
to capture and maintain the Toktong 
Pass.  This location provided top down 
protection for the Marines 1st Divi-
sion (8,000 troops) to safely depart N. 
Korea and avoid the enemy plot to 
annihilate the 1st Division.  The Com-
munist Chinese Army had dispatched 
an overwhelming number of  Chinese 
troops (120,000) to wipe out the fa-
mous first division.  Lee and his com-
pany did successfully hold the Pass 
and the 1st Marine Division success-
fully relocated to safe ground, avoid-
ing the Chinese trap. 
 
In 2011, Major Lee was invited visit 
San Francisco and became an honor-
ary member of Cathay Post 384. 

Major Kurt Chew-Een Lee 

MAJOR KURT CHEW-EEN LEE, 1926-2014  

ATTENTION VETERANS 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs is conducting a survey of veterans, vet service orgs, and com-

munity orgs regarding mental health and suicide prevention.  It is a short survey.  Please send to your 

members and any others with an interest in this. 

On March 05, 2019 the President signed Executive Order 13861, known as the President's Roadmap to 

Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy of Suicide (PREVENTS) and created an interagency 

task force to lead the development and implementation of a national, comprehensive roadmap to 

change how our nation treats mental health and understands suicide prevention.  

Feedback on this survey from Veterans Service Organizations, Veterans, and community organizations 

will help ensure that the PREVENTS Office has the information it needs to implement the Roadmap 

and communicate its efforts to empower Veterans and prevent suicide. 

This survey should take you approximately 5 minutes to complete. 

https://survey.voice.va.gov/?CSignals-PREVENTS 
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CAPTAIN MOON FUN CHIN 

Capt. Moon Fun Chin is someone we 
honor among our WWII Veterans, de-
spite the fact that Capt. Chin never 
served a day in our military.  Thus, he 
was technically not eligible for Ameri-
can Legion membership.  However, for 
his extraordinary service supporting the 
10th Air Force during WWII, our Air 
Force awarded him with the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and the Air Medal 
in 2005.   
 
Additionally, he was credited with mili-
tary service from 1941-1945 and pro-
vided full military veterans' benefits.  
Chin was credited for his service sup-
porting our military, even though he 
never wore our military uniform.   
 
So, what did Captain Chin do to earn his 
Air Force awards and military benefits 
without formally serving a single day in 
our military?  In fact, he was an immi-
grant who was one of the first Chinese 
Americans to become a qualified civil-
ian pilot.  Even with a pilot's license, no 
American airline company offered him 
a job.  So Chin traveled to Hong Kong to 
become a pilot with Chinese National 
Aviation Company and flew DC-3s and 
other early transport aircraft from 1937
-1945, avoiding armed Japanese fight-
ers and challenging the even mightier 
Himalayas. 
 
Every flight was risky and reportedly 
extremely bumpy.  This generation of 
aircraft had no heat, were not pressur-
ized, and had limited radio communica-

tions.   Flying over the Himalayas was 
extremely dangerous as there was no 
radio communication.  Any flight crew 
that crashed in the Himalayas perished 
as there was no effective rescue meth-
ods. Chin flew over S.E. Asia spanning 
China, S.E. Asia, and India.  Most of his 
transport missions were to supply with 
whatever was needed by our American 
troops who were supporting the Chi-
nese Nationalist Army against Imperial-
ist Japan and Mao Zedong and            
the Communists. 
 
His most vital mission was to extract 
then Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle (after 
bombing Tokyo) from southern China 
to India so that Doolittle could be flown 
home to Washington D.C. where Doo-
little was promoted to Brigadier Gen-
eral for his courageous Tokyo mission.                       
     
Most of us have met the fine gentle-
man and he has been honored by our 
members and our post for his daring 
deeds during WWII.  He, in turn, hon-
ored our post when Major Kurt Lee 
visited San Francisco, and these two 
great heroes and veterans 
met face to face at his beau-
tiful home in Hillsborough. 
 
For a very interesting ABC 
news feature on Capt Moon 
Chin and his life, check out 
the video, Elite Bay Area 
Pilots Helped Change Tide of 
WWII linked on our Cathay 
FB page. Additionally, check 
out Capt Moon Fun Chin: 
Flying Hero on YouTube.   

 
 
 
  

Top Right: Air Medal  
Middle: Distinguished Flying Cross 

Bottom: Chinese National Aviation Company Douglas DC-3 
Below: Capt Moon Chin 1935 and colleagues                                      
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FROM OUR HISTORIAN ROGER S. DONG 

COLONEL RON WON 

Ron Won's interest in the military and 
aviation began in his teens at Galileo 
High School.  Even before graduating he 
joined other enthusiastic Chinese Ameri-
cans who after school, worked as an air-
craft mechanic’s helper for Pan American 
World Airways at its Treasure Island ter-
minal. During WWII Won was a machin-
ist mate, he initially serviced 
Navy seaplanes at Naval Air 
Station Treasure Island, Naval 
Air Station Honolulu, and at 
Naval Air Station Mills Field in 
California until he was dis-
charged in 1946. 
 
After the attack on Pearl Har-
bor on December 7, 1941, 
moved with a deep sense of 
patriotism, Ron left high school 
(before graduation) to serve 
his Country and enlisted with 
the U.S. Naval Reserve. As a 
machinist mate, he initially 
serviced Navy seaplanes at 
Naval Air Station Treasure Is-
land then later served at Naval 
Air Station Honolulu. His final 
assignment was at Naval Air 
Station Mills Field (now San 
Francisco International Air-
port) in California where he 
was discharged in 1946. 
 
Completing his post war ser-
vice, Won returned and fin-
ished his Galileo high school. 
After graduation, he joined 
Pan Am to work as an aircraft 
mechanic at Mills Field Airport 
(now San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport).  As a member 
of the Pan Am flying club, he 
learned to fly a propeller-
driven aircraft, and obtained his pilot’s 
license at Belmont  Airport, in 1947.   
 
In 1948, Ronald enlisted in the U.S. Ma-
rines Corps. He worked at Naval Air Sta-
tion Alameda for the VMF 141 Corsair 
F4U Fighter Squadron and wanted to fly 
for the Marines, but was rejected, most 
likely for his race.  That was just road 

bump for Ron Won, he entered the U.S. 
Army Air Corps’ Aviation Cadet Training 
Program.  This was managed by our Air 
Force, even though the Army provided 
the actual training.  
 
After completing ROTC, Won joined the 
Air Force and received basic pilot train-

ing on the AT-6 and advanced fighter jet 
pilot training on the T-33.  By 1950 he 
completed pilot training, and he was 
commissioned as second lieutenant with 
our Air Force. Then he assigned to the 
523rd Strategic Fighter Squadron of the 
“Just Famous” 27th Fighter Escort Wing.   
 
During the Korean War (1950-1953) Ron 

Won flew combat missions from South 
Korea and Japan. During a number of 
combat missions in N. Korea, he shot 
Russian Yak-9 aircraft and in a mission 
over Sinuiju airfield, he shot down four 
Russian MiG-15 jet fighters.  That would 
have qualified him to be an Ace, and 
because other pilots were credited with 

the kills and Won never received 
credit for his combat achieve-
ments.  Today, it is too late to 
investigate his claims, so he will 
never receive his due credit for 
his combat victories.  
 
After the Korean War, Ron Won 
served in the Air Force Reserve, 
and flew the Boeing C-135 Stra-
tolifter in cargo missions for Mili-
tary Air Command during the 
Vietnam War.  
 
In May 1978, he was promoted to 
colonel and two years later Colo-
nel Ron Won retired from the 
USAF, rated as a command pilot, 
with 30 years of service. 
With a distinguished Air Force 
combat flying career, flying for 
the civilian airliners should have 
been a slam dunk.  But after the 
Korean War, Ron Won applied to 
fly for Pan Am, and was initially 
turned down by Pan Am manage-
ment because he was Chinese. 
Fortunately, Chief Pilot Sam Pe-
ters stood up for Ron Won's fly-
ing skills and strongly supported 
his hire, and Ron got his job.  
 
Throughout his long military ca-
reer and subsequent civilian aer-
ospace career, Ron Won had to 
prove his aviation skills and over-

come racial discrimination.  He deserves 
much credit for his strength and perse-
verance.  Not many others could have 
overcome the barriers he had to over-
come repeatedly.    
 
Our Cathay Post is very honored to have 
Colonel Ron Won as one of our most 
distinguished military veterans. 

Above: Ronald Won flew an F-84 Thunderjet in Korea in 1951. Pho-
to credit: AsAmNews 10/19/2019, Pioneer military Aviator shoots 

down racism. Below: Ron Won in high school posing with other 
Chinese American aircraft mechanics students 



Circa August 1945, custom made brass 
shot glasses, Pearl Harbor.  

Montgomery Hom Collection. 

 
Cathay Post 384 member Luther Lee 
Jr. enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corp 
in 1942 during World War II.  From 
1942 to 1945, he served as a flight 
chief in a fighter squadron with P40 
and P51 aircrafts and attained the 

rank as Sergeant.   
 
In civilian life, he continued to be 
involved in developing aircrafts, jets, 
helicopters, and rockers for 32 years 
before going into teaching aero-
engineering at the college level for 
some 20 years before retirement. 
 
Besides being a Life Member of the 
American Legion Cathay Post 384, 
Luther is also a life member of the 
VFW Chinatown Post 4618.   
 
Bio provided by VFW Post 4618 

LUTHER LEE JR 

MONTGOMERY HOM, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER,  
WWII CHINESE AMERICAN GI PROJECT 

The Power of Peace 
On September 2 1945, large numbers 
of American warships and aircraft were 
present in Tokyo Bay. Not a shot was 
fired, nor any bombs dropped. The 
American and Allied Forces were pre-
sent to accept the formal surrender of 
the Empire of Japan. Within 23 
minutes, a surrender ceremony was 
finalized aboard the U.S.S. Missouri. 
Victory over Japan was now complete 
and the world was finally at peace. 
 
16 million American men and women 
served the country in the armed forces 
since the first peacetime draft of 1940. 
Over 405,000 Americans gave their 
lives in the conflict. 
 
15,000-20,000 Chinese Americans who 
served the nation, came home to start 
their new lives in the postwar era. The 
power of peace was to offer our young 
Chinese American men and women, 
now American veterans, greater oppor-
tunities and a pathway to start our 
modern generation of Chinese Ameri-
can families and to embark on new 
career and educational opportunities. 

The power of peace offered Chinese 
immigrants who served during the war, 
citizenship status. The War Brides Act 
of 1945, offered the ability for service-
men to bring their future wives to the 
states. The G.I. Bill offered higher edu-
cation and provided loans to service-
men and women for starting business-
es and to purchase homes. 
 
Our Chinese communities would enjoy  
 positive growth and modernization 
moving forward in the postwar years. 
The power of peace most definitely 
came with a heavy price. World War II 
was a conflict which greatly affected 
the Chinese community in America.  
 
This was our turning point…where we 
seized opportunities of a wartime situa-
tion and ran with it. And the 15,000 to 
20,000 men and women who served, (1 
out of 5 Chinese persons in the U.S. 
served in WWII) became our symbols 
of hope and inspiration for a new fron-
tier, a new modern Chinese American 
community. 
 
And so, for the 75th anniversary of the 

ending of World War II, we salute our 
Chinese American GI men and women 
who served our country and were de-
termined to provide for a better future 
not only for their families, but to the 
community and future generations. 
 
Without their experiences and stories 
of heroism and sacrifice, Chinese Amer-
icans and new Chinese immigrants 
would have never enjoyed the taste of 
success that we know today. To our 
cherished World War II Chinese Ameri-
can Veterans, your stories will live on 
forever. We salute you with a never-
ending toast! Here! Here!  
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FROM OUR SGT AT ARMS CJ REEVES 

THE DYING COWBOY 
 

The sun was sinking in the sky 
Across the western plains 

A cowboy on his lonely bed 
Was dying slow in pain 

Praying for a loving hand 
To cool his aching head 

But only his saddle buds were there 
To hear him when he said 

 
Take me back to mother, boys 

I know she’s old and gray 
I’m on my last, great round-up 

I hear my master say 
Come home, my son to peace and rest 

Your round-up days are o’er 
Tell mother dear, I’ll meet her there 

On the other shore 
 

They tell me there are pastures green 
And music low and sweet 
Cowboys ever walking up 

And down the golden street 
And loved ones there to hold your hand 

And cool your aching head 
Farewell my friends, I bid adieu 
The young cowboy was dead 
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Sgt-at-Arms, CJ Reeves has been supporting funeral services for our 
veterans almost daily. Thank you CJ for your dedication and care of all 
our departed veterans in our local domain. We present a collection of 
poetry celebrating life through death. 

AMERICA’S HONOR 
ROLL 

 

We dedicate this honor roll 
To boys who are brave and true 

America owes its freedom 
To lads who were all like you 

 
You walked alone in the valley 

Your spirits were unafraid 
Thinking of home and loved ones 

You walked along undismayed 
 

There is many a lad among you 
That has lost a comrade brave 

Still you carried onward 
That hope for his life he gave 

 
Now we stand in silence here 
And pray that peace is near 

May there be no need for honor rolls 
In this land we hold so dear 

GHOST FIGHTERS OF 
THE SKY 

 

A pilot in his silver plane 
Was cruising through the sky 

And as he soared into the blue 
He watched the clouds float by 

 
And all at once a score of planes 

Came roaring so near by 
And in them were the souls of men 

Ghost fighters of the sky 
 

Some had no wing, some had no tail 
Some never had a prop 
But guided by the spirit 

Of men who dare not stop 
 

And without a body 
The soul went on ahead 
Fighting for the liberty 

The heritage of the dead 
 

And as the planes roared into space 
He heard this mournful cry 
We wait for you to join us 
Ghost fighters of the sky 

If you are a Veteran, or know of a Veteran in need,  
Confidential support is available:  
Veterans Crisis Line: (800) 273-TALK (8255), (Press 1);  
Text 838255. A VCL responder will text back;  
Chat online by visiting Vets.gov 

Or visit www.veteranscrisisline.net  

Cal Vet is your Veteran resource to process 
everything from VA Claims for service related 
disabilities, benefits advocacy and assistance, 
Home loans, healthcare, Veteran status verifi-
cation for Drivers License, beginning a college 
education, training for jobs, and much more! 

 

SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE 
San Francisco Office location: 2 Gough St., SF, CA, 
94102. Toll Free: (800) 807-5799. Main: (415) 934-
4201. Hours: MON - THU 9am - 12pm, 1pm - 4pm 

 

VALUABLE RESOURCES 



USV-A together with riders from Chapter 105 in San Mateo conducting final military honors at the Rostrum in the National Cemetery in San 
Bruno.  Final Military Honors consists of presentation of US Flag to next of Kin (NOK), 21-gun salute, playing of TAPS, presentation of spent 

three rounds to NOK.  It is also customary for the ALR to present their coin to the NOK. 
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THE US VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA [USV-A] 

Despite the rising SARS COV2 numbers, Cathay 
Post Legionnaires were able to participate in the 
flag raising at the CCBC on July 4, 2020.  That’s 
very good news.  In addition to that, the Golden 
Gate National Cemetery in San Bruno has started 
holding funerals.  Likewise, the San Mateo County 
cemeteries have all opened to outdoor funerals. 
This is where I come in.  Most of you know that I 
have been a member of the volunteer group 
called US Volunteers of America (USV-A).  The USV
-A provides final military honors at national ceme-
teries and private burial plots.  
 
This group is comprised mostly of comrades from 
Post 105 and the ALR of Chapter 105. USV-A 
claims its heritage from Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough 
Riders, the last volunteer calvary unit to serve in 
the United States military.  The Rough Riders were 
officially called the “United States Volunteers” and 
wore USV as their collar insignia.  We still wear the 
USV on our uniform to this day. We stand ready to 
ensure that every Soldier, Marine, Sailor, Airman, 
Coast Guardsman and Merchant Marine receives 
the honor they have earned through their service 
to our nation.  All gave some, some gave all and 
many made the ultimate sacrifice. We have been 
very busy, performing dozens of funeral details 
just this week alone.  The following are pictures of 
some of our most recent funeral services.  
 
Continued on page 15 



Right: Final military honors for a 
Marine at the Serbian Cemetery in 

Colma, California 

Left - Firing detail at Golden Gate 
National Cemetery in San Bru-
no.  The USV-A is supported by 
Chapter 105 of the American 
Legion Riders of San Mateo. 
Right-CJ at the Russian cemetery 
in Colma, playing TAPS on the 
bugle for a WW2 veteran with 
the Army Air Corps, now the Air 
Force 
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FROM OUR SGT AT ARMS CJ REEVES 

Left: Final Military Honors in front of the Chap-
el at the entrance to the Golden Gate National 
Cemetery in San Bruno.  Funeral detail consists 
of Bugler, US Flag folder, US Flag presenter, US 
Flag Bearer, Firing M1 or M3 and presenting 
the spent three rounds. In this picture, CJ is pic-
tured next to the US Flag.  He will present the 
spent three rounds after the US Flag has been 
presented to the Next of Kin. 

Left: CJ at the Russian cemetery in Colma, playing TAPS on the bugle for a WW2 
veteran with the Army Air Corps, now the Air Force 
Above: Firing detail at Golden Gate National Cemetery in San Bruno.   The USV-A 
is supported by Chapter 105 of the American Legion Riders of San Mateo. 
 




