Volume 10, Issue 3

Il nsi de t hji
Vol unteeri g8/
Al truism of2Eg
Commander Bdlls
Lum

sVice Commaihde
Hel en Wong
2ndyji ce ComnBande

Charles Pasker

Commemor at iLdlel
Coins

Post Of f-
nominat.i

2018 Tax

Medi car e
116th
DD21

Conges®
Zumwa 211

Cal endar 25

O MARCH 2019

CATHAY
DISPATCH

Veterans - Sounding Off Since 193]

MORALE CONF BRHBARCH ©#517, 1919
BECOMES THE AMERICANEGION sy clara Pon
Dat €§ EAOUE Cea ph2lg GEAAE Qabygé ) UGHUA (
ing EVJ Cee ¢§enz UxEUo Guod Eh&E UBIU AR Ep 4
géuU zngesi WCA yUElle&\UEUl; ABA- CYEAOUE

savz C1 i UgJd C y A

a1l _n<s

Ammwungenllstedmen"

l-t-Ool.EllcFHanood.n-Mudnublob

Theodore Roosevelt, Jr, from Paris to New York,

to report that that the Paris Caucus “morale conference”
would be bigger than the 300 attendees originally expected

MARCH 15-17, 1919

The American Legion is formed in Paris.

More than 1,000 are believed to have attended some
portion of the Paris Caucus, although only 463 officially
register. A preliminary constitutional preamble is
drafted and the first executive committee, chaired by
founder Milton J. Foreman, begins organizational work.
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100 Years of American Legion Volunteerism i Altruism or
Egoism? Are you a servant leader? By Clara Pon
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NOV. 10-12, 1919
Cold temperatures and snow put a chill over the 1st American Legion
National Convention in Minneapolis. Thousands still line the streets for
the first national convention parade, led by Kansas native and Medal of
Honor recipient George Mallon. Boy Scouts of America is the first youth
program to receive support from The American Legion, by resolution.
Virginia Whitmore of San Francisco, one of 140 female delegates to the
convention, calls on The American Legion to fight for vocational training
for disabled veterans. She, herself, is a disabled veteran. Indianapolis is
chosen as the permanent home of The American Legion National
Headquarters, authorization is given for the formation of a women's
auxiliary, and Franklin D'Olier is elected first national commander.

SEPT. 27, 1920

The poppy is named the official flower
of The American Legion during the second
national convention in Cleveland.

OCT. 20, 1922
A resolution to study
the feasibility of
building a national
home for orphaned
or destitute children
of American Legion
members is passed
at the 4th National Convention in New Orleans,
planting the seed for what becomes the Legion’s
Child Welfare Committee.

The Veterans Administration is
established after persistent
pressure from The American
Legion.
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JAN. 7, 1927

Originally sponsored by

George L. Giles American
Legion Post 87 in Chicago
and known as the South
Side Giles Team, the
basketball stars who would
later become known as the
Harlem Globetrotters make
their debut at Hinckley, Ill.
Later sponsored by the Savoy Ballroom and known briefly as the

Savoy Big Five,” the Harlem Globetrotters would go on to entertain

more than 144 million fans in 122 countries worldwide.

JAN. 21, 1935

American Legion Legislative Committee Vice Chairman John
Thomas Taylor appears on the cover of TIME Magazine.
Taylor is credited with working to pass more than 600 bills
to benefit veterans.

JUNE 23, 1935

Legionnaires Harold Card and Hayes Kennedy organize the first
American Legion Boys State at the lllinois State Fairgrounds in
Springfield. Meant to counter the Soviet Union's communist Young
Pioneer camps, Boys State quickly catches on as a program to
teach young Americans their rights, privileges and responsibilities
as franchised citizens.

JULY 21, 1930

MICHIGAN

The National Executive Committee

approves a resolution specifying that uniform

caps be worn by officers on all levels, and the blue cap with gold
lettering is the standard to be worn by regular members.
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Volume 10, Issue 3

CATHAY DISPATCH

Page3

ati

.ppr
mor

pag



THE AMERI CA

N LTEEBRTEDKNY S 100

(Continued3)from page JUNE 22, 1942
Congress passes Public Law 77-623, Chapter 435 — U.S. Flag
JUL Code — adopting rules established in The American Legion
Y z' 1937 conferences of 1923 and 1924.

The American Legion fights
for, and gets, approval for

24-hour guarding of the OCT. 29, 1942

Tomb of the Unknown Congress approves a change in The American Legion’s federal

Soldier at Arlington National charter to make eligible for membership World War Il personnel and
Cemetery. The “sentinels” JUNE 1. 1938 honorably discharged veterans who served beginning Dec. 7, 1941.

; - st

of the tomb are members The first American Legion .

of the 3rd U.S. Infantry National Oratorical Contest is won by l pledg_e allegiance to the _ﬂag of
Regiment, known as “The John Janson of Arizona in Norman, Okla. the Unites States of American...
Old Guard," which originated r

in the Revolutionary War. AUG. 9, 1946

From midnight July 2 1937, The American Legion’s Boys Forum of National Government, a federal version of the

through today, the t J bis successful Boys State programs, completes its first session at American University in

w:‘gu(,u S}y 9' uarde;m Washington, D.C. Three years later, it is renamed American Legion Boys Nation.

regardless of conditions.

JUNE 22, 1944

Eight months of persistence and legislative influence leads to signing of the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944,
better known as the Gl Bill. National Commander Warren Atherton of California had made assistance for medically
discharged Gls his No. 1 priority and assembled a blue-nbbon committee to convert more than 600 languishing bills
into a 10-plank omnibus measure that would uitimately change the world. The American Legion, with promotional
support from Hearst newspapers, fought off criticisms from military branches, lawmakers who disagreed with equal
benefits for black veterans and even other veterans service organizations to get the bill passed in Congress.
A dramatic late-night operation in Georgia brought the swing vote to Washington to break a tie that would have let
the measure die in committee. The Gl Bill would go on to retum $7 for every $1 in federal investment. It would
democratize home ownership and higher education, dnving a half-century of U.S. economic prosperity.

JULY 9, 1954

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc., is established to
benefit young people who face physical, mental or environmental
challenges, The foundation applies principles
of longtime American Legion Child Welfare
Division Director Emma Puschner, who by the
time she retired in 1950 was credited for
generating $73 million overall to help children
and assisting more than 7 million young people
facing difficulties beyond their control. When_
The American Legion Child We:are Founiat-on
was born, the new non-profit chose to make :
funds available to other organizations that were experts ;nr ;p::;ﬁc
areas. In 1955, the first three recipientsAof CWF gran:s wfo( R D
Delinquency Control Institute, The National Associa nszn i
Children and The National Association for the Preventi

JULY 25, 1967

Alan Keyes of San Antonio, Texas, son of
a Vietnam War veteran, follows his April
1967 American Legion National

ge====_ Oratorical Contest championship with
u election as president of American
T may have been the first Legion Boys Nation three months later.
. At 16, he is the youngest national
Legion Baseball graduate i gm0 o, and e e
D first youth to claim top honors in both
in the Hall of Fame, but B progiee. Ho
I'won't be 2 becomes 3 US. smbesmdor snd
b :1'15 Iasltm runs for President of the United States
i three times.

OCT. 12, 1950

Erle Cocke, Jr,, 29, of Dawson, Ga., a World War Il German prisoner
who had been wounded three times and left for dead, becomes the
youngest-ever American Legion national commander.

MARCH 15, 1969

The U.S. Postal Service issues a 6-cent
commemorative stamp to honor The
American Legion’s 50th anniversary.

JULY 23, 1962

Pitching phenomenon Bob Feller of
lowa - known as the “heater from Van
Meter" - is the first alumnus of
American Legion Baseball inducted
into the Baseball Hall of Fame at
Cooperstown.

MAY 28, 1984

Legionnaire and U.S. President Ronald Reagan acts as

next of kin and accepts the intemment flag for a then-unknown
soldier of the Vietnam War, whose remains are added to the crypt
at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery.
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APRIL 18, 1999

Kevin Sladek of San Marco, Texas,

wins The American Legion National
Oratorical Contest less than a year after
his election as president of Boys Nation,
only the second young man to have
reached the top in both programs.

Alan Keyes, also of Texas, did it in 1967.

AUG. 4, 2012
Former American Legion
Junior Shooting Sports
national champion Jamie
Lynn Beyerle (Corkish) sets
Olympic records in the
wormen’s 50-meter rifle
event to take a gold medal
at the 2012 Games in
London.

Richard Wilson of Arizona and Everett Miskelly of
Mississippi take home the titles from the first American
Legion Junior Shooting Sports national championships.

AUG. 16, 2017

The Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational
Assistance Act of 2017 - also known as the
“Forever GI Bill" - is signed into law. The
legislation is named for The American Legion
past national commander who in 1943 drafted
the Servicemen's Readjustment Act in a room
at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C.

AUG. 23, 2017

5 Donald Trump becomes the first U.S. president to use the stage of
an American Legion national covention to sign a bill into law when
he approves the Veterans Appeals and Modernization Act of 2017

{ onstage in Reno, Nev. The measure offers three courses of action to
reduce the number of pending VA appeals - more than 470,000 at
the time — and speed up the process.

AUG. 24, 2017

Army veteran Denise Rohan

of Wisconsin is elected national
commander of The American

Legion, the first woman to . . .
hold the highest office in the See more information on the coins

nation's largest organization of on page 10 and 11.
wartime veterans.
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