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What does the most competent and experienced China expert suggest to prevent a war between the United States and China?
The real China expert these days is Kevin Rudd, former Premier of Australia, former Australian Ambassador to China and now President of the Asia Society, is one of the best China experts who has studied and even speaks and reads Chinese fluently, has lived in China,  served as an Ambassador to China, and knows Chinese history.  With the advice of his Mother, Rudd started learning how to speak Chinese Mandarin at the age of six (6).
He has also met several of China's Presidents, including current Xi Jinping.  Rudd is currently the President of the Asia Society and has more than a dozen You Tube videos that are very informative, and many articles on China in international periodicals including the Economist and Foreign Affairs.
Today, there are dozens of "experts" who pontificate on China and the many situations  in China, but most have never been to China, nor do they demonstrate that they understand the leaders of China , or the Chinese government, even though they are "experts."
So what are the views of one of the few real experts on China?
He warns that the relationship between the U.S. and China has been deteriorating for years and now with the military on both sides ready to fight, "hostilities could easily lead to World War III and one which could escalate to a nuclear war."
What does this real expert recommend to avoid war?  
Rudd opines that both nations must understand that their competitive efforts for economic, technical and military advancement is acceptable.  
But they must not allow their competitiveness to  result in conflict. Neither side will likely surrender, so the war will just kill millions and destroy large sections of our planet.  Rudd calls this construct “Managed Strategic Competition.”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The problem is that we must get both parties to agree to the arrangement and the leaders today and tomorrow must accept unusual idea to choose peace, rather than domination.
==========================================================
SOURCE:
"A U.S.-China War Would Dwarf the Destruction in Ukraine. Both Sides Must Act Now to Avoid It"
 BY KEVIN RUDD, TIME,  APRIL 4, 2022 
The world’s attention is rightly focused on the unfolding horror in Ukraine. Images of destruction and death wrought across that nation, and the harrowing experiences of refugees fleeing in their millions, testify to the tragic reality of war. And in the capitals of Europe, something once thought an impossibility—a large-scale 21st century war on the continent—has now become all too real, awakening once idealistic nations to the hard truth that such senselessness violence has not been eliminated from our modern, globalized world. The scenes in Kyiv and Mariupol should serve as an abrupt wakeup call to those public figures who have talked loosely about inviting open warfare in our world. Most of them have never seen war themselves, or borne witness to its human cost.
In this grim moment it is important to think through, and coldly reassess the dangers presented by other potential conflicts that could be sparked by today’s geopolitical tensions. The most significant among these is, without doubt, the possibility of a war between the U.S. and China. It is a prospect that we must now acknowledge is no longer unthinkable.
Were such a conflict to begin, whether over a crisis in the Taiwan Strait, in the South China Sea, or any number of other unpredictable flashpoints, such a war would almost certainly be many times more destructive than what we are seeing in Ukraine today. It would be a conflict with vast scope for escalation across every domain, from the seas to space, and likely to draw in many other countries across the world, including America’s allies in the Pacific. Such a conflict would be a catastrophe for both countries—and for us all. War between the United States and China is not inevitable. But U.S.-China relations continue to spiral downward, their strategic relationship adrift and buffeted by growing global crises. Muddling through will be wholly insufficient to avoid conflict. To avoid sleepwalking into a war, both countries must construct a joint strategic framework to maintain the peace—and quickly.
In my new book, "The Avoidable War: the Dangers of a Catastrophic Conflict between the US and Xi Jinping’s China," I offer one such framework, which I call “managed strategic competition.” The idea is relatively simple.
First, the United States and China must have a clear, granular understanding of each other’s irreducible strategic red-lines in order to help prevent conflict through miscalculation. Each side must be persuaded to conclude that enhancing strategic predictability advantages both countries, strategic deception is futile, and strategic surprise is just plain dangerous. This will require a focused, detailed diplomatic understanding on Taiwan.
Second, both countries must then embrace the reality of their competition—that is, to channel their strategic rivalry into a competitive race to enhance their military, economic, and technological capabilities. Properly constrained, such competition can deter armed conflict rather than tempt either side to risk everything by prosecuting a 
Finally, for this compartmentalization of the relationship to have any prospect for success, it would need to be carefully and continuously managed by a dedicated matching of cabinet-level senior officials on both sides. For the U.S., this also means any such framework would need bipartisan buy-in so it could withstand the turbulence of domestic politics. For a priority this important, this should by no means be impossible.
 This approach will face criticism in both Washington and Beijing for not being sufficiently sensitive to each side’s national interests. To some in Washington, it will smack of appeasement. This is false: cold, realistic deterrence is at the core of any comprehensive strategy toward China. Meanwhile many in Beijing will argue it doesn’t sufficiently account for China’s core interests on Taiwan, and broader national pride. But as Moscow just learned in Ukraine, war and economic devastation would suit China’s interests far less.
 Ultimately, my challenge to critics of managed strategic competition, and putting guardrails to the U.S.-China relationship, is simple: Come up with something better. There is little time to waste.
 I have long studied, lived in, and come to deeply respect both the United States and China. The prospect of war between the two nations would be catastrophic. And, watching the destruction in Ukraine, I cannot help but recall the memory of marching as a small child in our annual ANZAC Day parade—the Australian equivalent of Memorial Day—in our tiny country town with my father, who had fought in World War II, alongside elders who had fought in World War I.
 The world managed to sleepwalk into the slaughter of that first Great War, which claimed more than 15 million lives. With our eyes now wide open, we will have no excuse if we fail to avoid walking into yet another global catastrophe today.
 ____________________________________________
 Kevin Rudd is global president of the Asia Society and former prime minister of Australia. He is the author of The Avoidable War: The Dangers of a Catastrophic Conflict between the US and Xi Jinping’s China, available now.
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