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From the Commander’s Desk 

Cathay Post #384 representative sits on the designated Depart-

ment of California table at the national executive committee 

meeting room at the American Legion's headquarters.  
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vid Lu, Mei Mei Ng, and Bitty 

Yu.   Thank you to All, for help-

ing our Post to become an even 

stronger veterans organization 

in the Bay Area. 

 

In my absence from the Post due 

to a scheduled vacation, I 

want to give special 

thanks to Vice Com-

manders Jay Pon and 

Nelson Lum for assum-

ing additional duties of 

heading up the Post’s 

Fleet Week luncheon on 

October 4th and the Ital-

ian Heritage Columbus 

Day Parade on October 

7th.   Thanks to the num-

ber of veterans and support 

members who have committed 

their time and volunteerism at 

these two annual events which 

the Post has participated in.   

 

If your schedule permits, come 

to the next meeting on Saturday,  

October 13thh  at  11: 00 a.m. 

 
 
David Y. Wong 
Commander  

card size ads.  Get in on the low, 

low rates and reach your busi-

ness or organization to a wide 

readership audience plus help-

ing our non-profit, veterans or-

ganization.  Please contact me 

for additional information. 

 

Cathay Post has recorded nine 

new members for the 3rd quarter 

of this year.  Five new veterans 

and four new support members.  

The five new veterans are:  Hoo-

ver Ginn (recruited by the Com-

mander), Thanh Huynh, Mike 

Lin, Michael R. Smith (recruited 

by Roger Dong), and James 

Hong (recruited by the Com-

mander).   The new support 

members are: Shan Huang, Da-

Dear Cathay Post Members and 

Friends, 

Once again, thank you to the 

large number of veterans and 

support members who attended 

the September meeting and 

luncheon.  At  the conclusion of 

the general meeting, 

two veterans from the 

audience walked up 

and submitted their 

applications along 

with the annual dues 

to become American 

Legion members.   

The best form of re-

cruitment comes from 

referrals.   At the 

luncheon, a special 

thank you to one of 

our most loyal support members 

who donated a birthday cake to 

the Post.  While it was her birth-

day, she wanted to share the 

strawberry cake with the entire 

Cathay family.   

 

With this issue, Cathay Chroni-

cle has a new advertiser.  As 

mentioned in last month’s issue, 

the Post is accepting ads.  Rates 

are available upon request for 

full page, half page, and business 

From the Commander’s Desk 
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From the 1st Vice Commander 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

“Moving Forward” will be my 

motto from the 1st Vice Com-

mander’s position. 

 

Thank you to both Veteran and 

Support Members during our 

Fleet Week Luncheon.  The suc-

cess was all due to your dedica-

tion to our country, San Francis-

co, and to each other.  Our Sail-

ors and Marines came hungry 

and left in good spirits.  A Bravo 

Zulu to all of you. Because of 

you, their visit to San Francisco 

will be one of their military ex-

periences they will remember 

for the rest of their lives. One 

day they will be our future Le-

gionnaires. Thank you for your 

help in making San Francisco, 

the American Legion, and espe-

cially Cathay Post shine.   

 

A special thanks to Ray Siotto 

and the Fleet Week Associa-

tion…every year you guys make 

Fleet Week happen!  What a spe-

cial gift to the city of San Fran-

cisco.  Thank you for all your 

hard work and we look forward 

to 2013. 

****************************** 

Besides Fleet Week, Cathay Post 

attended several other events.  

Teresa Lai and Steven Lau rep-

resent Post 384 at the Chinese 

News Association event down 

the Pennisula.  Ed Wong & Chee 

Yee represented Post 384 at the 

Hep-B Gala. Emily Onglatco, 

John Tamx, one of our newest 

members Thanh Huynh, and 

myself represent Post 384 at the 

annual Asian Inc event.  Nelson 

Lum, Joel Yu, and Chee Yee 

drove their convertibles along 

with some lovely beauties repre-

senting Post 384 for the 101th 

annual Italian Heritage Colum-

bus Day Parade. What a bunch 

of lucky guys…I think my next 

car will be a convertible. 

On a serious note, of all these 

events, Hep-B is the most im-

portant issue we face at Cathay 

Post 384.  Countless number of 

our past members have died 

knowingly or unknowingly, to 

include our Past Commander, 

my father, Commander Bok Pon.  

Some of our current members 

have been infected, some have 

been saved.  1.4 million Ameri-

cans are living with this disease; 

half are Asians according to the 

CDC. Early detection and treat-

ment can help pro-long and 

hopefully even save lives. Cathay 

(Continued on page 4) 



Page 4 

From the 1st Vice Commander 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

Post is at WAR with hepatitis-B.  

Please urge those that have not 

been tested to be, save a life, 

save a family.  Go to 

www.sfhepbfree.org for FREE 

SCREENING information. 

****************************** 

Welcome to Eric Messersmith as 

our new Judge Advocate, ap-

pointed by Commander David 

Wong last month.  Eric will be 

filling a position that has been 

vacant for the last several years.  

Eric will definitively be a posi-

tive force at the Post, as his 

years of experience as a license 

attorney add to the strength of 

our Post.  (There is a rumor that 

Eric’s Chinese is better than Vice 

Commander Nelson Lum. One 

of Eric’s first task will be to 

translate our Chinese written by-

laws to American English.)  

Good luck and welcome eboard! 

 

Moving Forward.  I am disap-

pointed at y’all.  The ground 

floor of 1524 Powell Street is va-

cant again. You all had 34 years 

since the last vacancy to find a 

replacement tenant.  Also be-

cause the church helped sub-

sides Cathay Post’s monthly 

luncheons, Mr. Fong from our 

kitchen crew has stated… 

“Cathay Post will be serving half 

rations until place get leased 

out”. Please contact Jack Jair 

at 415.392.4584 for all those 

people you have met in the past 

34 years that told you...”I wish 

the church would move out so I 

could move in.”   

 

May Joy and Happiness follow 

all of you from the Pon Family.  

 

Jay Pon 
1st Vice Commander  
415.409.8858 
jpon@jps.net 
 



Page 5 

From the 2nd Vice Commander 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

Greetings to all. Cathay Post 

#384 was the proud host of a 

tremendously successful lunch-

eon for our Sailors and Ma-

rines who visited our Post on 

Thursday, October 4, 2012. A 

great salute to our 1st Vice Com-

mander Jay Pon for his organi-

zation and supervision of the 

event. Every  member of our 

Post can and should stand tall as 

we are the only American Legion 

Post in this area that is capable 

of conducting such worthy ven-

ture. Ms Teresa Lai should also 

be congratulated for her Hercu-

lean efforts in recruiting over 17 

volunteers to assist with serving 

food and beverages to our 

troops, and lastly, a great big 

thanks to all the other volun-

teers who donated their time 

and effort to make this event 

such success.  

  

In order to make sense of the 

following report about the Dis-

trict and the Commission, I 

must give you a condensed ver-

sion of history. There used to be 

two American Legion Districts in 

San Francisco and together, they 

formed what was known as a 

County Council. Under the di-

rection of the County Council, 

the War Memorial Commission 

was created to represent them in 

the dealings of the War Memori-

al Veterans Building. As time 

passed, only one District sur-

vived but the County Coun-

cil continued to exist on paper 

even though it has not had a sin-

gle meeting during the past ten 

years. Therefore, we have been 

functioning as three separately 

incorporated entities and no 

clear delineation of boundaries 

between the groups.  

  

On Tuesday, October 2, 2012, 

two special meetings were con-

vened prior to the regular War 

Memorial Commission meeting. 

The County Council, District 8, 

and the War Memorial Commis-

sion each voted to merge as one 

entity named Eighth District 

Council with the War Memorial 

Commission as a standing com-

mittee of this newly incorpo-

rated entity. No longer will we 

have the confusion of having 

three entities and the chain of 

command and responsibilities 

are clearly defined. A revised 

Bylaws of the Eighth District 

Council went through its first 

reading and will have its second 

(hopefully last) reading and 

adoption at the regular meeting 

of the District on Thursday, Oc-

tober 11, 2012.  

  

To summarize the above, the 

new title for District 8 will now 

be the Eighth District Council. 

The American Legion War Me-

morial Commission will be a 

standing committee of the 

Eighth District Council but 

maintaining its independence 

and control of its assets. The 

County Council will no longer 

exist as an entity. 

  

Another action of significance, I 

was reelected as Chairperson to 

serve another year. There will be 

many challenges and I will need 

all of your support in order to be 

successful. I must also take this 

time to thank my Vice Chair 

Paul cox, and Space Allocation 

Chair Roger Dong for their 

countless hours of devotion for 

the betterment and safeguarding 

the rights of our veterans. 

  

As we look forward to next year, 

there will be some major chang-

(Continued on page 6) 
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From the 2nd Vice Commander 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

es that require maximum efforts 

and participation by all of the 

legionnaires. While the fight is 

centered on the War Memorial 

Veterans Building, Cathy Post 

#384 must assert itself and be 

among the leading elements of 

this struggle. The old days where 

we just exist within Chinatown 

are no longer viable. We are rec-

ognized as one of the most active 

posts in this area and we shall 

continued to exert our influence 

over matters that concern all 

veterans in our city.  

  

Following up on my previous 

reports regarding the on going 

challenges of the retrofitting 

project. On October 10, 2012, at 

5:00 PM in room 416 of City 

Hall, the Board of Appeal will 

hear the appeal of the War Me-

morial Commission in the mat-

ter dealing with the issuance of 

the Certificate of Appropriate-

ness by the Historic Preserva-

tion Commission granting the 

Trustees's request for the retrofit 

construction project of the War 

Memorial Veterans Building. We 

are prepared to go before the 

Board of Supervisors with our 

appeal if we do not succeed at 

this level. I will keep you in-

formed of any significant devel-

opments in regard to this case. 

  

Hope to see you all at our next 

monthly meeting on the 13th of 

this month. 

 

Nelson Lum 

2rd Vice Commander 
Chair, ALWMC 
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ROTC Cadets Appreciate Scholarship Awards 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

During 2012 a special ROTC 

scholarship program in honor of 

our former Cathay Post senior 

member Air Force Colonel Rich-

ard F. Hum was conducted joint-

ly between our San Francisco 

American Legion District 8 Ca-

thay Post 384, and our strategic 

partner Chinese American He-

roes.  Six scholarships were 

awarded to Army, Air Force and 

Navy ROTC cadets at UC Berke-

ley and the University of San 

Francisco.  Two of the awardees 

sent notes of Thanks and grati-

tude during the summer, the 

notes were from Navy ROTC ca-

det Anthony Soldavini and Air 

Force ROTC cadet Rebecca Bos-

worth.  The contents of their 

notes of gratitude are quoted as 

follows: 

Dear Cathay Post and Chinese American Heroes, 

Thank you so much for presenting me with the Colonel Rich-

ard F. Hum scholarship.  This scholarship will enable me to 

pursue my academic goals at UC Berkeley and continue in 

the ROTC program at Detachment 085.  Thank you so very 

much for your support. 

Very respectfully, 

Rebecca Bosworth 

Dear Cathay Post and Chinese American Heroes, 

I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Colonel Rich-

ard F. Hum Scholarship Award.  Thanks to your generous 

support I will be able to further my studies at the California 

Maritime Academy.  I would also like to thank Chinese 

American Heroes and American Legion Cathay Post.  This 

scholarship comes to me at a great time of need.  My sister 

and I are both attending college on my mother's unemploy-

ment pay.  The Colonel Richard F. Hum scholarship award 

will help me continue my education at the California Mari-

time Academy and the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps 

program at the University of California, Berkeley. 

When I graduate in three years, I will have a bachelor's de-

gree in Marine Engineering Technology with a Third Engi-

neers Coast Guard license and a commission in the United 

States Navy as a Ensign.  I have aspirations to be a Nuclear 

Officer aboard a submarine.  This is possible in part by your 

generous support. 

Very respectfully,   

Anthony Soldavini 
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US Navy Sailors and Marines visit Cathay Post during Fleet 

Week 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

By Mass Communication 

Specialist 3rd Class Prin-

cess Brown, USS Makin Is-

land Public Affairs  

 

SAN FRANCISCO - A group of 

150 Sailors and Marines from 

the embarked 13th Marine Expe-

ditionary Unit serving aboard 

amphibious assault ship USS 

Makin Island (LHD 8) attended 

a luncheon Oct. 4 sponsored by 

American Legion Cathay Post 

384 as part of San Francisco 

Fleet Week (SSFW) 2012 activi-

ties. 

Asian cuisine was served to 

highlight the rich Chinese herit-

age of Cathay Post 384 members 

and reminded Sailors and Ma-

rines about the contributions of 

Asian veterans who have served 

in the U.S. military. 

In addition to honoring Makin 

Island Sailors and Marines as 

part of SSFW, the luncheon also 

exposed them to the programs 

and goals of the American Le-

gion. 

"The American Legion helps pe-

tition the politicians at local and 

national levels to improve the 

benefits for veterans and are 

currently advocating for full 

funding of the military," said 

Nelson Lum, the second vice 

commander of Cathay Post 384. 

"They also help veterans find 

jobs." 

Lum said he feels it is important 

for the American Legion to take 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

“USS Makin Island” on patrol 

This report was published on 4 October 2012 by the USS Makin Island Public Affairs Officer. 

Thursday, Oct 4, 2012 

  Makin Island Sailors Attend American Legion Luncheon During San Francis-

co Fleet Week Activities  
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US Navy Sailors and Marines visit Cathay Post during Fleet 

Week 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

part in community relations pro-

grams like SSFW. 

"It's one of the major reasons 

I'm a part of the American Le-

gion", said Lum. "We truly be-

lieve that without the Marines, 

Airmen, Sailors and Soldiers, 

our country would not be as 

strong as we are, nor would it be 

the land of the free." 

Many Sailors and Marines ad-

mitted to not knowing much 

about the American Legion be-

fore attending the luncheon. 

"I didn't realize how much they 

do for the community and veter-

ans, such as lobbying in con-

gress", said Capt. Sarah Culbert-

son, a Marine assigned to Com-

bat Logistics Battalion 1. "It was 

pretty exciting to learn how 

widespread their influence is 

and what all they do for us." 

Culbertson said she is support-

ive of strong community rela-

tions between service members 

and the local community. 

"Lunch with the American Le-

gion was a great experience for 

our junior enlisted Sailors and 

Marines," said Culbertson. 

Sailors and Marines who attend 

the event said they were gra-

ciously welcomed with smiles 

and handshakes by members of 

Post 384.  

"The members were fantastic 

because they really interacted 

with us," said Chief Aviation 

Structural Mechanic Carlos 

Dave, a Makin Island Sailor who 

attended the event. "We didn't 

even get into the door before 

they made us feel warm and wel-

come. We enjoyed being here." 

====================== 

I would add that Vice Com-

manders Jay Pon and Nelson 

Lum briefed all the visitors on 

the history of Cathay Post, as 

well as the important role that 

the American Legion has played 

in lobbying very successfully in 

convincing Congress to provide 

necessary benefits to all veter-

ans.  The highlights of the robust 

post 911 educational scholar-

ships and stipends to current 

veterans were noted and most of 

the veterans had some idea 

about the current veterans' ben-

efits.    

They visitors were also briefed 

on the mission of the American 

Legion District 8's Veterans 

Success Center (VSC) and the 

assistance veterans can expect 

when they and/or their col-

leagues stop in the VSC to get 

help in processing VA claims, 

job/career planning/

preparation, and interviews with 

prospective employers. 

 

Cathay Post is very grateful to 

our Ms. Teresa Lai and Post 

Support Group, and the spouses 

of many of our Post members, in 

setting up and breaking down 

the tables both on the ground 

floor and our entire second floor 

halls.  The large number of vol-

unteers made this event smooth 

and successful.   Those who 

stayed to clean up afterwards 

deserve a special Thank You.  

There are always fewer helpers 

after our events. and these dedi-

cated Post supporters provide 

the assistance that make our 

events successful from begin-

ning to end.   

The one individual who deserves 

the greatest applause is Acting 

(Continued on page 11) 
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US Navy Sailors and Marines visit Cathay Post during Fleet 
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C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

Commander Jay Pon, who not 

only was involved in the plan-

ning for this great event with 

Vice Commander Nelson Lum, 

Jay was personally involved in 

all the planning and actual effort 

involved in purchasing. trans-

porting, and delivery of a huge 

load of water, beer, soft drinks 

and dining supplies.  Thank you, 

Jay, for the extraordinary effort. 

Someone noticed that we did not 

have our usual fresh strawberry 

cream cake, or roast duck at this 

event.  We should not forget the 

next time.  No Cathay Post cele-

bration is complete without 

fresh strawberry cream cake and 

our favorite local roast duck.  

Good thing we had a lot of beer. 

:-) 

 

 

 

Roger S. Dong, Director  

Veterans Success Center                                                                            

Post Cake and Duck Officer 

 

Our Support Group and Volunteers 
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The 2012 Italian Heritage Parade—a preview 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

Holy Columbus !   Cathay 

Post joined in the Sunday, Oc-

tober 7, 2012 annual Italian Her-

itage parade.  Thousands of Ital-

ian Americans, wannabee Ital-

ians, and a lot of people who 

were obviously not Italian, par-

ticipated in the festive reverie in 

North Beach. Parade revelers 

staked out North Beach and all 

of the Italian eateries along Co-

lumbus and Stockton Streets to 

wine and dine during festive pa-

rade which included the Parade 

dignitaries, the Italian Counsel 

General, bands from the USMC, 

USN and USCG, and local ROTC 

bands and marchers.  After-

wards, there were no sober citi-

zens visible in the Streets of San 

Francisco. 

The parade was lead by a US 

Marine Corps band. Cathay Post 

was unit 18 following the Navy 

Marching Band from Makin Is-

land, which was very prominent 

in the parade as our Color 

Guards and six Asian beauty 

queens (Thank you Rose Chung) 

were a major highlight and the 

target of many photographers.  

Our marchers rallied at our Post 

afterwards and enjoyed the fine 

non-Italian cuisine by Chef Jigg 

Pon who is not Italian. Thanks 

Jigg. 

Here are just a few photos of the 

parade we rushed to get into this 

month's newsletter.  We will 

have many more photos in our 

November newsletter.  Don't 

miss that next beautiful issue. 
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The 2012 Italian Heritage Parade—a preview 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

 

"Forward,  harch!" 
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Cathay Post members and family members support 
fund raiser for Veterans Success Center 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

On Saturday, September 22, 2012 our new member W. T. Jeanpierre was a one man show who managed 

a fund raiser for our District 8 Veterans Success Center at the Fairfield Mercedes Benz showroom.  In 

attendance were Cathay Post members  Nelson Lum and Roger Dong.  Support members Amy Lum and 

Christy Dong , W. T. JeanPierre did a tremendous job by successfully inviting VIP guests including the 

Travis AFB Wing Commander Major General John Flournoy and the City Mayors of both Vacaville and 

Fairfield.  He also arranged for a live DJ, and jazz singer, models for a fashion show,  as well as all the 

food and refreshments. The lively and successful fundraiser which was highlighted by fashion show, 

which W.T. arranged, and he was, of course, the Master of Ceremony.   

Welcome to our VSC fund raiser !  

W. T. introduces the jazz singer Darrel Edwards  
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Cathay Post members and family members support 
fund raiser for Veterans Success Center 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

A Million $ pose with 1/4 $M auto 

The fashion models and a 

models plus. 

District 8 is very pleased that this fund raiser netted $1,300.00 for the Veterans Success Center, the 

funds will be used to pay for the liability insurance policy needed to keep the VSC open to serve all our 

veterans who are transitioning back to civilian life and need computers and guidance to obtain employ-

ment.  During the last week of September, the VSC successfully guided two veterans to jobs.  Cathay Post 

is proud of several of our Post members (W. T. JeanPierre, Nelson Lum, and Roger Dong) who 

continue to be regular volunteers who serve at the VSC.  
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Board of Directors 
Cathay Post No. 384 

American Legion 

 



Primary Business Address 
1524 Powell Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Phone: 415.392.2882 
Fax: 415.399.0551 

Cathay Post No. 384, 
American Legion,  
Executive Board 

Commander David Y. Wong 

1st Vice Commander Jay Pon 

2nd Vice Commander Nelson Lum 

Adjutant Tony Zhang 

Secretary John Li 

Treasurer Edward Wong 

Past Commander & Historian Dale C. King 

Chronicle Staff  

Adjutant Tony Zhang is the Editor and re-

sponsible for the publication of the Cathay Post 

Chronicle. 

Roger Dong is our chief reporter. 

The Editor welcomes article or letter submis-

sions but reserves the right to publish, repub-

lish or not publish any submission and to edit 

articles or letters as appropriate.  Submissions 

must include your name, address, and phone 

number.  The Editor will call to verify authen-

ticity. All submissions should be emailed to the 

Editor at tzhang85@gmail.com by the 25th day 

of the month preceding the next month’s News-

letter.   

Thanks to all our Post Commanders for contrib-

uting to this edition of our Cathay Chronicle.   
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