
Commander’s Desk 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Saturday, November 12, 2011 @ 1100.  All 
Cathay Post members and supporting friends are welcome.  Lunch will be 
served immediately after the Board meeting. 
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Dear members and 
friends, 

October was another 
busy and successful 
month for Cathay Post.  I 
want to thank the Cathay 
Post volunteers and 
members who came out 
to support the Columbus 
Day Parade.  The Italian 
Heritage Committee 
awarded the Post 
$100.00 for our Senior 
Color Guard’s second 
place finish in the Co-
lumbus Day Parade.  
This was an exceptional 
accomplishment because 
we participated with only 
3 members whom I want 
to thank tremendously:  
Hanley Chan, Richard 
Ow, and Dr. Richard 
Charney.  I also want to 
thank all our support 
members who crowded 
the streets with our red 
polos and the Cathay 
Post’s beauty queens. 

Rain couldn’t dampen 
another successful Fleet 
Week lunch.  I want to 
thank all the volunteers 
who served the sailors 

and Marines and all the 
donors who contrib-
uted to this luncheon.  
The donors who made 
it happen include 
BECA's, Rogue Ale Bar, 
Lefty O'Douls, SA-
TAYSfied Thai Sticks, 
Christofle Silverware, 
Em Zhu, and Daniel 
Soo Hoo. 

I am inviting all Cathay 
Post members and 
friends to meet with 
American Legion’s first 

Chinese National Com-
mander, Fang A. Wong 
for dinner on December 
12, 2011, at 6 p.m. at 
New Asia Restaurant, 
772 Pacific Ave.  

Please call me at 
415.756.1898 to reserve 
your seat[s] at $35 per 
person or $350 a table.  
[Second Vice Com-
mander Nelson Lum will 
be in China on vacation 

(Continued on page 2) 

Cathay Post at the Ninth Annual Newcomer Service 

Center gala dinner.   
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Volunteers are needed for the an-
nual trip to Fort Miley to cheer up 
the disabled veterans who reside 
in the hospital wing on Saturday, 
December 3rd at 10:00 a.m.  To 
sign-up, please contact board 
member Roger Dong [who is coor-
dinating this project] or one of the 
commanders. 

 
 
David Y. Wong 
1st Vice Commander  

mation, send Emily an email  at   
m.emily.onglatco@pncmortgage
.com.  Or phone her at (866) 293
-0015 for additional informa-
tion. 

I want to acknowledge and 
thank one of our newest Post 
members, Henry Miller.  I saw 
Henry at the Post’s Fleet Week 
event and learned of his skill set.  
So I asked Henry to help on a 
small assignment which he ex-
pertly executed.  It’s remarkable 
that someone who just joined 
the Post was so willing to roll up 
his sleeves.   This is just another 
example of how, as volunteers, 
we give as much as possible.  
Incidentally, Henry had looked 
into several Posts in the City be-
fore deciding to join our Post.   

Here is an update to the 80th 
Anniversary Commemorative 
Yearbook edition.  Because of 
technical difficulties in doing the 
final edits to the book, there has 
been a delay in the placement of 
the order to the publisher.  We 
hope to do so in November.  
This will mean that the book will 
be out for distribution in De-
cember.   

If you are available on Monday, 
November 14th, please join me 
in a reception being hosted by 
the Asian Week Foundation for 
several non-profit and commu-
nity services organizations.  The 
event will be held at the China-
town YMCA, 855 Sacramento 
St., at 6:00 p.m.  I will be there 
to accept an award on behalf of 
Cathay Post for our role in the 
Asian Heritage Street Celebra-
tion festivities held earlier this 
year.  All members of the Post 
are welcome to attend.  Please 
R S V P  A n g e l a  P a n g  a t  
apang@asianweek.com. 

If you did not attend October’s 
meeting and special luncheon, you 
missed out on a good meal.  
Thanks to John Tam and Emily 
Onglatco for cooking a terrific bar-
beque of ribs and chicken.  There 
were so many happy faces and 
many went back for seconds, 
thirds, and even fourths.  I also 
want to thank our other volun-
teers for their cooking skills.   

If you go to the American Legion 
Department of California’s website 
under membership, you will be 
surprised to see where Cathay 
Post stands with dues remittance.  
For the current fiscal year 2012 
(which started on July 1st), this 
Post is at 85% of 2012’s targeted 
goals.  This high percentage out-
ranks the other 16 Posts in San 
Francisco.  For those of you who 
have not remitted your annual 
dues, please do so as soon as pos-
sible.   

The Fleet Week luncheon at the 
Post on October 11th was a smash-
ing success.  Many thanks to the 
Post members for volunteering at 
this great event.   

Emily Onglatco, one of the Post’s 
newest support members, is affili-
ated with PNC Mortgage, a divi-
sion of PNC Bank.  She started 
with a series of educational semi-
nars dedicated and designed for 
veterans.  On October 15th, she 
conducted a session entitled “How 
to Establish and Understand 
Credit.”  For the November 19th 
session, the topic will be “How to 
Qualify for VA Loans.”  The final 
session scheduled on December 
17th is entitled “How to Navigate 
the Closing Process.”   These ses-
sions will be held at the Veterans 
Memorial Building, 401 Van Ness 
Avenue, Room 206 from 10:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   For more infor-

From the 1st Vice Commander 

for a few weeks during November 
so I will be taking the RSVPS.]  
The deadline to RSVP will be De-
cember 5th.  

On November 19 at 10 a.m., sup-
port member Emily Onglatco will 
be giving a “how to buy a house” 
seminar in Room 206 at the War 
Memorial Building.  This promises 
to be informative and I encourage 
you to attend. 

We are now in the planning stages 
for The God Bless America Show 
on January 13, 2012.  This show 
can be successful only with volun-
teers who are willing to take 
charge and be responsible.  Please 
let me know if you want to volun-
teer as an usher, in sales, or wher-
ever we may need you.   

See you at the November 12th 
meeting when we will be having 
our Thanksgiving luncheon.   

Ron Lee 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Commander 
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wreath for remembrance of 
those who died so that liberty 
might live. 

Upon the wreath is a star, re-
flecting the glory of victory and 
promising to the world per-
petuation of those cardinal prin-
ciples of our organization. Set 
upon the star are two bronze 
rings that typify the other two of 
our four main objectives: a bet-
ter and more loyal Americanism, 
and service to the community, 
state and nation. 

It's believed there is no signifi-
cance to the dots that separate 
the two rings surrounding the 
"U.S." in the center of the em-
blem.  

Originally, the emblem button 
was priced to sell for 25 cents. 
The official seal of the Legion 
was to be an adaptation of this 
button-seal. 

Thus began the continual duty of 
the Legion's national headquar-
ters to make the emblem a visi-
ble symbol of the organization, 
signaling the public service ori-
entation of the many activities in 
which it is displayed. 

As we look forward, the holiday 
season is a time of sharing.  
Comrade Roger Dong is organiz-
ing our annual Fort Miley trip 
[scheduled for December 3] to 
spend some time with and pass 
out gift baskets to our fellow vet-
erans. Please RSVP Roger at 
rsdong@sbcglobal.net or just let 
one of the vice commanders 
know if you plan on attending 
[or if you have questions].  Also, 
last month the commander men-
tioned that the “God Bless 
America Show” is just around 
the corner, please let me know if 

(Continued on page 4) 

This month, we reflect on the 
American Legion Emblem 
(reference Wisconsin Ameri-
canLegionPost189.org).  

Throughout the 90-year history 
of the American Legion, one of 
the organization's most familiar 
symbols has been its emblem, 
which was adopted by the Le-
gion on June 9, 1919 and pat-
ented on December 9 of that 
same year.  

Eric Fisher Wood was listed on 
the patent papers as the inven-
tor, though he later turned the 
patent rights over to the Legion. 

The emblem incorporated the 
"Victory" button (designed by 
A.A. Weinman of Forest Hills, 
N.Y.), which served as the dis-
charge button for World War 1 
veterans. 

Also in the emblem are the Sol-
dier's Star, the Victor's wreath 
and the letters "U.S.", which ap-
pears at the center. 

The American Legion's Manual 
of ceremonies contains the fol-
lowing description of the em-
blem: "It stands for God and 
country, and the rights of man.” 
Of its several parts, each has a 
meaning. 

"The rays of the sun that form 
the background are emblematic 
of the principles of the American 
Legion - loyalty, justice, freedom 
and democracy and will dispel 
the darkness, hatred, violence, 
strife and evil.” 

"The two gold rings around the 
field of blue, bearing our name, 
symbolize two of our four main 
objectives: rehabilitation of our 
sick and diseased comrades, and 
care for the children of Amer-
ica.” Within our rings is placed a 

Hats Off to Cathay Post!  Thank 
you for the show of unity and 
strength that our veterans and 
support members displayed dur-
ing Fleet Week.  From tackling 
the dirtiest tasks to being flexi-
ble with a changing situation, 
the Marines & sailors were im-
pressed with Cathay Post.  Their 
serious expressions, when they 
first arrived, were quickly re-
placed with laughter and good 
food with the assistance of Ste-
fano Cassoloto.  I want to thank  
BurgerMeister, Lefty O’Douls, 
SATAYsfied, Hing Lung, Rogue 
Ale and Club Shoreview for the 
food and spirits.  Unfortunately, 
I did hear one complaint from a 
“few and proud” Marine: “NO 
MORE, I’m full.” 

On a different note, I wanted to 
remind our members and sup-
porters that Cathay Post has two 
locations: 1524 Powell Street & 
the War Memorial Veterans’ 
Building at 401 Van Ness Ave-
nue.  Both buildings, with ad-
vance notice, are available to our 
members for their use.  Birthday 
celebrations, welcoming back a 
veteran, or just holding a meet-
ing.  Please let the commander 
or any of the vice commander 
know in advance so we can re-
serve a spot for you. 

From the 2nd Vice Commander 
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you want to participate.  I will be 
assigning positions and respon-
sibilities, so the event will flow 
even better than previous ones.  

May Joy and Happiness follow 
all of you from the Pon Family. 

 

 
Jay Pon 
2nd Vice Commander  

(Continued from page 3) 

est chap-
ter is just 
a n o t h e r 
example 
of how 
C a t h a y 
Post No. 
384 has 
diligently 
b e e n 
s a f e -
guarding 
the inter-
ests of 
o u r 
youths.  

The War 
Memorial 
Commis-
sion has 
been busy trying to put together 
an operating budget for the year 
2012. Along with that, the Com-
mission is still engaged in a pro-
tracted negotiation with the 
Trustees over space allocation of 
the WMVB post retrofit.  As I am 
sure you all will agree, the pre-
ferred path to our future use of 
the building rests with negotia-
tion and not litigation,  although 
litigation may be necessary. The 
successful beginning of the VRC 
has given us some needed lever-
age and has strengthened our 
negotiating position.  Once 
again, I would like to thank the 
folks, especially past Chairman 
Roger Dong, who have worked 
hard to make the VRC a shining 
accomplishment of the Commis-
sion. 

On a personal note, I will be en-
joying a two week overseas vaca-
tion. I hope you all will attend 
the November meeting and en-
joy the turkey luncheon after-
ward. If you have any questions 
or requests about the WMVB or 

Hello fellow comrades, friends, 
and associates,  

November is here and the politi-
cal landscape of San Francisco is 
about to change. There is a good 
chance that San Francisco will 
have elected its first Asian 
American as Mayor of this great 
city. Be sure to exercise your 
rights as citizens by casting your 
vote. 

As a follow up on the issue con-
fronting the JROTC: due to the 
tremendous amount of pressure 
the support groups of JROTC 
have applied to the members of 
the School Board, we have fi-
nally extracted some conces-
sions which enabled the hiring 
of two instructors. Our support 
group is still working to raise the 
necessary funding for those po-
sitions, but we are no longer fac-
ing the November 1, 2011 dead-
line.   

We now have a lot more time to 
raise the necessary funding for 
the remaining vacancy.  Addi-
tionally, we are in the process of 
convincing the school board 
members to modify their earlier 
resolutions to make hiring in the 
future a more efficient process. 

The fight to save JROTC began 
more than six years ago and Ca-
thay Post No. 384, led by our 
late Commander Bok Pon, had 
been one of the unwavering pil-
lars that stood firm in support of 
the program.  When all the po-
litical pundits predicted the 
abolishment of the program, Ca-
thay Post No. 384 solidified its 
resolve to rescue the program. 
While there are detractors who 
will continue their political 
agenda to demonize any associa-
tions with the military, this lat-

From the 3rd Vice Commander 

the VRC, please contact Roger 
Dong and he will be glad to pro-
vide you with assistance. I look 
forward to seeing you all in De-
cember. 

 
Nelson Lum  

Cathay Post continues to be a proud supporter of the “Hep 
B” campaigns.   

2nd Vice Commander 
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Cathay Post Invites you to Meet 

  

 American Legion  

National Commander 

Fang Wong 

for 

Dinner on Monday, December 12, 2011  

at 6 PM 

  

  

 
  

New Asia Restaurant 

772 Pacific Ave 

San Francisco, CA 94108 

  

 Chinese Banquet Style Dinner: $35 per person or $350 for a table of 10 guests. Please send your payment 
to: Cathay Post #384, 1524 Powell St, San Francisco, CA 94133.  Your reservation will be confirmed upon 

receiving your check. 

  

RSVP: Ron Lee 415-756-1898 by December 5, 2011 
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VA Educational Seminar 
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Columbus Day Parade 
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5K Fun Run-Walk 

Christofle Fundraiser 

Christofle [140 Grant 
Avenue, S.F.]  gen-
erously donated  
silverware for a 
fundraiser auction to 
support Cathay Post 
No. 384.  Thanks to 
support member Em 
Zhu for coordinating 
the  donation and to 
Christofle for their 

generous donation.    
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HARRISON Renewable Energy 
State License No.  416921 

Global Headquarters:  1167 Mission Street, 4th Floor, San Francisco, CA  94103 
mkl@harrisonrenewableenergy.com    (415) 203-0116    

 

SOLAR DESIGNING, BUILDING AND MARKETING 
SIGN-UP FOR YOUR REBATES $$$ & 

 FREE HOME ENERGY AUDIT TODAY! USE PROMOTIONAL CODE CP384! 
 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL UTILITY COMPANY PAY FOR YOUR SYSTEM  

GO GREEN!  GO SOLAR!  SAVE OUR EARTH & ENVIRONMENT 
ELIMINATE OR REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILLS 

 
•  HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
•  LICENSED AND INSURED 
•  GREEN FINANCING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
•  LOCAL HIRING 
•  SUPPORTER OF GREEN TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 
•  GREEN ADVOCATE 
•  AUTHORIZED DEALERSHIP OF GREEN ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS  

 

 
 

For the Community 

By the Community 

Partial Proceeds Donated to 

Charities 



Primary Business Address 
1524 Powell Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Phone: 415.392.2882 
Fax: 415.399.0551 

Cathay Post No. 384, 
American Legion,  
Executive Board 

Commander Ron Lee 

1st Vice Commander David Y. Wong 

2nd Vice Commander Jay Pon 

3rd Vice Commander Nelson Lum 

Adjutant Tony Zhang 

Secretary John Li 

Treasurer Edward Wong 

Past Commander & Historian Dale C. King 

Chronicle Staff  

Adjutant Tony Zhang is responsible for the 

publication of the Cathay Post Chronicle. 

Post Volunteer Roger Dong is our chief re-

porter. 

Editor Galin Luk is a San Francisco civil trial 

attorney and Marine Corps veteran.   

Assistant Editor Jinny Kim is a San Fran-

cisco non-profit civil attorney.  

Assistant Editor and Chief Technical and 
Design Editor Michael “Young” Louie is an 

IT professional based in San Francisco. 

The Editor welcomes article or letter submis-
sions but reserves the right to publish, repub-
lish or not publish any submission and to edit 
articles or letters as appropriate.  Submissions 
must include your name, address, and phone 
number.  The Editor will call to verify authentic-
ity.  All submissions should be emailed to the 
Editor at galinluk@hotmail.com by the 25th day 
of the month preceding the next month’s News-

letter. 

Thanks to all our Post Commanders for contrib-

uting to this edition of our Cathay Chronicle.   
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