
Dear Cathay Post Mem-
bers and Friends, 

We kicked off the Chi-
nese New Years on Feb-
ruary 2nd at UCSF with 
the Joy Luck Tree Lunar 
New Years Celebra-
tion.  The volunteers of 
Cathay Post helped 
make this a great and 
very successful event. 

In February, we part-
nered with Chinese 
American Heroes, a Bay 
Area based non-profit,  
in hosting Major Kurt 
Lee (U.S.M.C., Ret.) a 
Korean War Hero from 
Washington D.C. who 
was recently featured in 
a Smithsonian docu-
mentary.  We were in-
volved in many events 
honoring Major Lee for 
his heroic contributions 
to our Country.  If you 
don’t believe me, see 
Roger Dong’s article and 
our photographs of the 
events in other parts of 
this newsletter. That 
same week we also 
hosted National Com-

mander Elect Fang 
Wong.  In light of the 
very obvious success 
and heroic achieve-
ments of Major Lee 
a n d  C o m m a n d e r 
Wong, it was a very 
historic and memora-
ble week for Cathay 
Post.   

This month we also 
hosted 2 events at the 
Commander Bok Pon 
Memorial Hall (Room 
206, Veterans Memo-

rial Building). The San 
Francisco District At-
torney’s Office pro-
vided Community 
Court training which 
will be very helpful for 
the Chinatown Com-
munity.  Every month, 
Cathay Post hosts the 
Chinatown Community 
Court, which for many 
years has been bringing 
restorative justice in 
the community. 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Commander’s Desk 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Saturday, Mar. 12, 2011 @ 1100 hours.  
All Cathay Post members and supporting friends are welcome.  Lunch 
will be served immediately after the Board meeting. 
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gion Department of California and 
the Legion’s District Eight region 
of San Francisco.  What remains 
for the Post does not cover the op-
erations and maintenance costs of 
this organization, which means the 
Post is very dependent on your 
donations.    A list of contributors 
is posted on the board outside of 
the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial 
Meeting Hall.  Donors, thank you!  
You have once again come through 
for Cathay Post No. 384.  

 
David Y. Wong 
1st Vice Commander  

Balloting for new officers of the 
Board of Directors for years 2011
-2013 will begin shortly.  Make  
sure that your membership is 
paid up as ballots will be mailed 
only to veterans in good stand-
ing.   

On behalf of the Executive 
Board, I want to thank the direc-
tors, members, and friends of 
the Post for their generous do-
nations to the Annual “Heung 
Yu” during the Chinese New 
Year’s celebrations.  As many of 
you know, the annual member-
ship fees collected by the Post is 
shared with the American Le-

I just received the accounting re-
port confirming the success of 
January’s production of God Bless 
The USA III.  I want to thank all of 
our performers and volunteers, 
the organizers of Linking Rings 
Performing Arts, and our donors  
who generously donated their 
money and time. 

A spokesperson from Charles 
Schwab & Co. will be at the Post  
later this year to present a short 
seminar during our monthly 
luncheon.  If you are interested in 
a specific topic, please contact me.  
I will forward a list of your topics 
to the spokesperson. 

From the 1st Vice Commander 

Community Court Training hosted by Cathay 
Post at the Veterans Memorial Building. 

Hep B meeting at the Veterans Memorial 
Building hosted by Cathay Post. 

Cathay Post also hosted the SF 
Hep B Free meeting.  Ted Fang 
gave Cathay Post members a form 
to be provided to their doctor re-
questing a Hep B test.  I ask Ca-
thay Post members to help distrib-
ute these forms to your friends 
and family.   

To get a copy of the form, please 
type in this link on your web 
browser:   

(Continued from page 1) http://www.sfhepbfree.org/
f i l e s / f o r m s _ l e t t e r s /
TakeToDoctor_SF_English.pdf.  
You will also find a copy of this 
form on page 23 of this newslet-
ter.  

I will need your feedback on this 
form so that I can report back to 
the committee in April.  I urge 
all members and friends of Ca-
thay Post to get tested and vacci-
nated.  Hep B affects 1 out of 
every 10 members of the Asian 

Community.  Most do not know 
they are infected until it is too late. 

Finally, I want to welcome our 
newest member, George Yen 
(82nd Airborne). 

I will see you all at the next 
monthly meeting on  March 12, 
2011 at 11 AM.  

 

Ron Lee 
Commander 

 From the Commander’s Desk 

http://www.sfhepbfree.org/files/forms_letters/TakeToDoctor_SF_English.pdf
http://www.sfhepbfree.org/files/forms_letters/TakeToDoctor_SF_English.pdf
http://www.sfhepbfree.org/files/forms_letters/TakeToDoctor_SF_English.pdf
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From the 2nd Vice Commander 

C a t h ay  C h r o ni c l e  

Thank you to Richard, Sandy, 
Amy, Ed, Pius, David K., Dale, 
Thomas, David Y., the Jeongs, 
Frank, Luther, Jack, Chee, and 
Suzie for their generous New 
Year’s donation and gifts to Ca-
thay Post during last February’s 
meeting. If I forgot someone, it 
is not intentional.  Furthermore, 
I want to thank those who do-
nated before and after the meet-
ing.       

This month we reflect on the 
U.S. Army Service Flag 
(reference Wikipedia). 

The Flag of the United States 
Army displays a blue replica of 
the official seal of the Depart-
ment of the Army set on a white 
field.  Beneath the seal is a broad 
scarlet scroll bearing the inscrip-
tion in white letters, United 
States Army.  Beneath the scroll, 
in blue, is 1775, the year in which 
the Army was created with the 
appointment of General George 
Washington as Commander-in-
Chief. All of this is on white 
background. 

The flag was officially adopted 
by President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower on June 12, 1956, with 
Executive Order 10670.  Prior to 
the adoption, the Army was the 
only armed service without a 
flag to represent the entire ser-
vice. In 1955, prompted by the 
need for a flag to represent the 
Army in joint service ceremo-

nies, Secretary of the Army 
Wilber M. Brucker requested the 
creation of the Army flag. 

The Army flag was dedicated 
and unfurled to the general pub-
lic on June 14, 1956 at Inde-
pendence Hall, Philadelphia, on 
the 181st anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the U.S. Army by 
the Continental Congress.  

Once again, Cathay Post is spon-
soring 2 young civic minded 
men to attend Boys State.  Boys 
State is a chance for an incoming 
high school senior to participate 
in mock government and experi-
ence the democratic processes 
first hand in Sacramento. The 
Post is hoping to send 2 young 
men from our local high schools.  
Please submit nominees to my 

office (jpon@ps.net) for con-
sideration (deadline for submit-
tal is March 31st).   

Finally, the March monthly 

meeting will be your last chance 
to nominate someone for one of 
our 11 elected Post positions.  
The following positions are open 
for nominations:  

 Commander 

 First Vice Commander 

 Second Vice Commander 

 Third Vice Commander 

 Secretary 

 Adjutant 

 Financial Officer 

 Historian 

 Sergeant-at-Arms 

 Chaplain 

 Service Officer 

 

All other positions will be ap-
pointed by the 2011-2012 elected 
Commander.  Elections will be 
held during the month of April.  
Please help shape the future of 
Cathay Post with your nomina-
tions and votes. 

May Joy and Happiness follow 
all of you.  

 
Jay Pon 
2nd Vice Commander 
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After Chinese American He-
roes (“CAH”) learned about this 
unknown and unsung American 
military hero, we contacted 
many sources in an attempt to 
locate Major Lee.  When we 
spoke with Major General Mi-
chael Myatt, U.S.M.C. (Ret.), he 
introduced us to Lt Colonel John 
Stevens, a local Marine hero 
with a large U.S.M.C. network.  
He was able to locate Major Lee 
in Washington DC.  Several long 
distance calls finally linked Ma-
jor Lee to CAH, and after plan-
ning for several months, Major 
Lee was invited to visit his birth-
place, San Francisco.   

CAH and Cathay Post wanted 
to honor this unsung American 
hero.   We immediately recog-
nized that a one day visit would 
not be sufficient to give the 
many organizations and people 
who would want to recognize 
and shake the hand of this 85 
years young Marine legend, so it 
was decided that we would invite 
him for a one week visit. 

Major Lee flew in from Dulles 

(Continued on page 8) 

below zero, through rough ter-
rain with steep hills, ravines and 
rivers in total darkness using 
only a compass as his guide.  
(There was no GPS or other 
modern direction finding or po-
sitioning equipment in 1950).  
Before reaching Chosin Reser-
voir where 8,000 Marines were 
surrounded and outnumbered 6 
- 1, he singlehandedly led an as-
sault on enemy positions expos-
ing himself to enemy fire which 
provided targets for his Marines 
to destroy with their strategi-
cally deployed machine guns 
and arms consistent with Major 
Lee's attack planning.  After the 
successful attack on the enemy 
position,  Major Lee led Com-
pany B in the rescue of Fox 
Company with 8,000 Marines. 

Today, there are many thou-
sands of descendants of the Ma-
rines he and his unit rescued.  
That is one reason why his ac-
tions were so heroic and ex-
tremely noteworthy, and must 
be considered an extraordinary 
deed not matched in our mili-
tary history.   

During the week of February 7 - 
13, 2011 we were honored to 
meet a gentleman who could lay 
claim to being the greatest 
American war hero in our coun-
try’s history.  While that claim is 
indeed extraordinary, it is very 
much justified.   

There have been many military 
heroes in our history.  For exam-
ple, Medal of Honor recipient 
Audie Murphy who single-
handedly destroyed 6 tanks and 
killed 240 enemy soldiers in 
World War II.  Other Medal of 
Honor recipients threw them-
selves on top of grenades, sacri-
ficing their own life to save the 
lives of their comrades.  Yes, 
these were great heroes and all 
deserve our gratitude and admi-
ration. 

There is also a gentleman named 
Major Kurt Chew-een Lee, 
U.S.M.C. (retired).  Major Lee 
displayed individual courage, 
brains (military strategy and tac-
tics), and combat leadership, in 
saving the lives of thousands of 
his colleagues.  He did not re-
ceive the Medal of Honor for his 
heroic deeds, but many people 
believe that he should have.   He 
saved the lives of up to 8,000 
Marines at the historic battle at 
the Chosin Reservoir in North 
Korea on November 2-3, 1950, 
considered by some to be one of 
the greatest moments in U.S. 
military history.   

At the time, a wounded Lieuten-
ant Lee snuck back to his unit 
(Company B, a rifle company) 
rather than be medically evacu-
ated to medical facilities in Ja-
pan.  With his “slinged” left arm, 
he led 500 Marines in tempera-
tures twenty to thirty degrees 

Part One — The One Week Visit of  American Military 

Hero Major Kurt Chew-Een Lee  

Major Kurt Lee’s Welcome Dinner. 
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mander Bok Pon Memorial Hall 
is being used quite frequently 
and we continue to add more 
activities. Please let us know if 
you have any planned activities 
that may require use of the Hall. 
We welcome all suggestions and 
will do our best to accommodate 
all reasonable requests. The bus-
ier  we keep the Hall, 
the stronger our position will be 
to justify our keeping the room 
after the planned retrofit.  If you 
need to use the Hall for a func-
tion, you can contact any of the 
executive officers to inquire 
about its availability.  Please al-
low some time for us to check 
with each other about schedul-
ing issues and to grant approval 
of your request. 

 

Nelson Lum  
3rd Vice Commander  
Vice Chairman, American 
Legion War Memorial Com-
mission.  

been to fight for the right to 
bring in Veteran Service Organi-
zations so that the space in the 
building can be used to service 
returning veterans. In order to 
do so, we must negotiate with 
the trustees and negotiation 
means you must be willing to 
give and take. Hard line con-
frontational tactics don't usually 
work when you try to negotiate. 
I believe that if we adopt the 
confrontational approach, the 
trustees will push back and we 
will be left with no alternative 
other than litigation.  By the 
way, the Commission has no 
funds slated for litigation.  We 
have three very generous attor-
neys who have assisted us with a 
tremendous amount of volun-
teer time.  However, if we end 
up in litigation, how much time 
can these attorneys devote to-
ward a case that may last for 
years? 

On a brighter note, the Com-

February passed so quickly.  In 
that short time, Cathay Post 
managed to make history by 
hosting the visits of Major Kurt 
Lee and soon to be National 
Commander Fang Wong.  Both 
pioneers visited our Post head-
quarters and the Bok Pon Me-
morial Hall.  The Post hosted 
many memorable events and 
receptions for them.  Major Lee 
and Commander Wong visited 
the JROTC units at Lowell and 
Galileo where cadets were given 
the rare opportunity to meet and 
ask questions of these gentlemen 
who, while traversing different 
paths, excelled and shattered the 
glass ceiling.  We were truly 
honored to have hosted such 
distinguished guests. 

It is time for Cathay Post to ac-
cept nominations for all elected 
positions. Those elected will 
serve and guide our Post for the 
next two years.  I want to en-
courage all of you to give serious 
consideration to serving in an 
elected position. We will need 
your input and effort in order to 
continue the goals of our Post. 
No one has a monopoly on any 
current position and it will be 
for the betterment of our Post if 
we challenge each other. 

The War Memorial Commission 
is undergoing some difficult 
times due to our inability to 
unite. There is a faction within 
the Commission that wishes to 
be confrontational when dealing 
with the trustees.  The trustees 
have taken the position that they 
will allocate the veterans only as 
much space as the veterans need 
(based on the record of our re-
cent usage) and not necessarily 
what the veterans want. Chair-
man Roger Dong's position has 

From the 3rd Vice Commander 

Major Lee and Commander Wong visited JROTC units at 

Galileo and Lowell. 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 8 

Those East Coast crabs, while 
famous, do not have as much 
meat as our Dungeness variety. 

The next day, Tuesday, Nelson 
Lum and Roger Dong joined 
Major Lee for breakfast and sub-
sequently took a short walking 
tour of the downtown area 
around Union Square. 

At 3:15 p.m., Commander Lee, 
Dr. David Chai, David Lang and 
Nelson Lum met at Supervisor 
Eric Mar's office and waited for 
the Board of Supervisor's meet-
ing to finish before the special 
session to honor  individuals de-
serving of recognition by the 
City of San Francisco.  San Fran-
cisco Board of Supervisors rec-
ognized Major Lee with a Certifi-
cate of Honor for his service to 
his country.  Supervisor Eric 
Mar gave a detailed narrative of 
Major Lee's heroic combat ac-
tions during the Korean War.  

(Continued on page 9) 

Jade.   The ten course meal, in-
cluding the signature baked 
crab, was enjoyed by all (no 
sharks fin soup!).  Major Lee 
really enjoyed the Dungeness 
crab we have on the West Coast.  

International and landed at SFO 
where he was greeted by Cathay 
Post 3rd Vice Commander Nel-
son Lum and Dr. David Chai, 
President, Chinese American 
Heroes (“CAH”) and Roger S. 
Dong, Founder, CAH.  SFPD 
David Shinn and Michael Lynch, 
SFO HSA official expedited and 
assisted the arrival of Major Lee.  
Major Lee was then driven by 
limousine and escorted by two 
SFPD motorcycle officers into 
San Francisco, where three addi-
tional SFPD motorcycle officers 
joined the escort to the Marines 
Memorial Hotel. 

After checking in, Major Lee was 
driven to the R & G Lounge for 
their famous baked crab dish.   
Waiting at the  R & G were CAH 
and Cathay Post officers and 
representatives, including Com-
mander Ron Lee, Vice Com-
manders David Wong and Jay 
Pon, Richard Ow, Hanley Chan, 
Patrick Mak, Joe Yeh and Super-
visor Eric Mar and his daughter 

Part One — The One Week Visit of  American Military 

Hero -Major Kurt Chew-Een Lee  

Galileo High School JROTC SFC Steve Hardee with Major 

Lee. 

Major Kurt Lee Speaks to JROTC at Galileo High School. 
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from high school JROTC stu-
dents, civic, law enforcement 
and veterans groups to repre-
sentatives from city government 
and the state legislature.  I was 
touched by the special homage 
paid to me by Major General 
Mike Myatt and by former Con-
gressman Pete McCloskey at a 
special lunch for Korean War 
veterans hosted by General 
Myatt at the Marine Memorial 
Club. 

All in all, Roger, Nelson, and 
Ron, you accomplished your 
mission in admirable fashion --- 
and I salute you!   If I can be of 
help or service to you in any 
way, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Semper Fidelis, 

Kurt Lee 

disparate events into one cohe-
sive program even with some 
space for myself.  The citizens 
who participated in the apoliti-
cal events deserve my heartfelt 
thanks for their warm hospital-
ity and generosity of spirit --- 

Greetings Roger [Dong]: 

Sorry I had to clean up some 
rather complicated personal 
matters before collecting my 
thoughts on what transpired in 
the eventful week in San Fran-
cisco that you and your col-
leagues had programmed for 
me.  I was deeply honored by 
your grand gesture to publicize 
yet another Chinese American's 
unique contributions against 
odds to benefit our common 
Han image and heritage.  I real-
ized that it was an inopportune 
time with many San Franciscans 
committed to long-planned Lu-
nar New Year celebrations dur-
ing my visit.  Yet you managed, 
with able help from cohorts Man
-about-Town Nelson Lum and 
Post Commander Ron Lee (and 
some others), to orchestrate the 

A Letter from Major Kurt Lee 

ing at the Marines Memorial for 
General James F. Amos, the re-
cently appointed Commandant 
of the Marines.  During the re-
ception for VIPs,  Major Lee re-
newed his acquaintance with 
Commandant Amos who was 
keenly aware of Major Lee's his-
toric valor and also his continu-
ing lectures on military tactics at 
their Quantico Training Center. 

 

PART TWO will be in our 
next newsletter. 

 

Roger S. Dong 

Chairman 

American Legion War Me-
morial Commission 

and  sp ecia l 
award.  The cer-
t if icate  was 
signed by Mayor 
Edwin Lee and 
the Board of Su-
pervisors.  Ca-
thay Post was 
represented in 
City Hall by 
C o m m a n d e r 
Ron Lee, Vice 
C o m m a n d e r s 
Jay Pon and 
Nelson Lum, 
Richard Ow, 
David Lang and 
Hanley Chan.  

From our Support Group, Ann, 
Joe Yeh and Rose Chung were in 
attendance. 

That evening, Major Lee was in-
vited to attend the special meet-

Major Lee thanked the Board of 
Supervisors for their comments 

(Continued from page 8) 

Major Lee with Ms. Bettie Grinnwell, Gali-

leo High School.   
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Major Kurt Lee Banquet at New Asia Garden 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 11 

 

Major Kurt Lee Banquet at New Asia Garden 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 12 

 

 

Major Kurt Lee Banquet at New Asia Garden 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 13 

 

 

Major Kurt Lee Banquet at New Asia Garden 
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Dinner Party at Moon Chin’s Home for Major Lee 
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Dinner Party at Moon Chin’s Home for Major Lee 
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Joy Luck Tree Event 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 17 

 

 

Joy Luck Tree Event 



V o l u m e 2 ,  I ss u e 3  Page 18 

 

 

City Hall Honors Major Kurt Lee 
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Association of Chinese Cooking Teachers Dinner 
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Association of Chinese Cooking Teachers Dinner 
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Chinese New Year Luncheon 
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San Francisco Hep B Testing Form 
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