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Cathay Post dispatched 
Commander Jay Pon, 
1st Vice Commander 
Nelson Lum and Post 
Historian Roger S. 
Dong to Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery to 
send our Post's final 
respects to our Post 
member Major Kurt 
Chew-Een Lee, United 
States Marine Corps, a 
true American military 
hero.  The weather was 
balmy and cool, and 
the Major Lee's many 
friends and colleagues 
from all corners of our 
nation were present to 
bid our final farewell to 
our Post and national 
military hero.  
 

burial site.   
         
The Commandant of 
the Marines insured 
that the Major Kurt 
Lee family was proper-
ly attended at his me-
morial services.  A doz-
en senior officers and 
NCOs from Marine 
Headquarters partici-
pated in the closing 
ceremony giving Major 
Kurt C. Lee full mili-
tary honors and re-
spect to the Lee family. 
Major Kurt Lee was 
awarded the Navy 
Cross for his courage, 
leadership, and mili-
tary competency in his 
very first combat en-

(Continued on page 6) 

His service, the United 
States Marine Corps, 
gave their hero, full 
military honors with a 
large contingent of 
Marines from Marine 
Corps Headquarters at 
Quantico, VA.  includ-
ing the Marine Corps 
band, two platoons of 
Marines in full dress 
blues, and Marine of-
ficers and Senior NCOs 
to participate in honor-
ing Major Lee. 
 
The Army's Arlington 
honor memorial cais-
son drawn by six mag-
nificent stallions car-
ried the remains of 
Major Lee from the pa-
rade grounds to the 

Saying Goodbye to An American Hero By Roger Dong 

Funeral procession for Major Kurt Lee, Arlington National Cemetery.  Photo by R. Dong. 
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By Roger Dong 

For everyone who 
could not make our 
Charlotte, North Caro-
lina soirée, here are a 
few of the sights, sans 
sounds, of what you 
missed. Many mem-
bers of the Posts of the 
Department of Califor-
nia stayed at the Char-
lotte Hilton. 
 
Charlotte, North Caro-
lina is south of the Ma-
son Dixie line.  In this 
part of our country 
breakfast (with grits) is 
important, and our 
representatives went 
native and enjoyed 
breakfast. 
 
Not a small burgh, 
Charlotte has many 
tall buildings.  Several 
of the tallest buildings 
belong to Bank of 
America, which moved 
its headquarters to 
Charlotte because of 
the competitive costs 
of doing business.  

Twenty years ago, 
Bank of America’s 
headquarters was at 
555 California Street in 
San Francisco.  
 
On Sunday, the sky 
was clear and blue;  
the Charlotte summer 
had cooled to a very 
comfortable  83 de-
grees.  Perfect for a pa-
rade, don't you think! 
 
Next year, we will do 
this again, but not in 

Charlotte, NC.  
 
In August 2015, our 
97th Annual National 
American Legion Con-
vention will be in 
"Ballmer," or in the 
King's English, Balti-
more.  That's Balti-
more, Maryland.   We 
are going to have an-
other great time. 
 
Hope to see everyone 
there. 

L to R: The Charlotte Hilton adjacent to Charlotte North Carolina Convention Center.  Photos by R. Dong  

“On Sunday, 

the sky was clear 

and blue; the 

Charlotte 

summer had 

cooled to a very 

comfortable 83 

degrees.” 

Our Sharp Department of California Representatives.  Photo by R. 

Dong 
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COMMANDER JAY PON 

“It was 

wonderful 

experience in 

initiating and 

swearing in 

our newest 

member, 

George 

Tsang...” 

Jay Pon 

jpon@jps.net  

415-409-8858 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2001 

Branch: Navy, Army 

Final Rank: Major 

Wow, we had quite the turnout at our last meeting; many things were dis-
cussed and voted on.  I am glad to see the Post's passion in so many mat-
ters.  Thank you for all your lively discussions and efforts in making Ca-
thay Post 384 a place that makes a difference. 
 
It was wonderful experience in initiating and swearing in our newest 
member, George Tsang, in the traditional ceremonies of the American 
Legion.  It has been too long, since our Post has performed this ceremo-
ny, and we will continue to do so.  Like the military, the American Legion 
is enriched with traditions and ceremonies, which links us together with 
other legionnaires throughout the country, and separate us from other 
organizations.  The posting of the colors, opening prayer, POW/MIA cer-
emony, and the American Legion Emblem all remind us of our continued 
service and love for our country, to each other, and to our community. A 
free copy of the 2014 American Legion Officer Guide and Manual of Cere-
monies can be download for a limited time by clicking on the link. Down-
load it and see what other traditions we can bring back before I remove 
the pdf file. 
 
Richard Ow is right, the best part of the meeting is lunch.  Thank you to 
Support Members Emily Onglacto and John Tam for such a wonderful 
September lunch.  The spaghetti and meatballs were a big hit!!! From the 
bottom of my heart and stomach, thank you again for keeping us well fed. 
 
Also, a special thanks to James Fang, who is running for re-election to the 
Bart Board of Directors, for stopping by and taking time to address the 
member of Post 384. Post 384 is open to anyone running for office to ad-
dress the Post during the general meeting, please give me a call to sched-
ule time.  The American Legion cannot endorse or oppose any candidate 
running for office, but highly encourages everyone to vote in the general 
election on November 4th.  Don't take voting for granted, many have died 
to give you this liberty. 
 
October and November are very busy times at the Post.  We have many 
functions going on both inside at outside of the Post. Veteran's Memorial 
Monument Dedication, USS America Luncheon & Commissioning, Fleet 
Week, Italian Heritage Parade, Veterans Day Parade, Toy Drive and our 
Holiday Luncheons. Please contact me or the Vice Commanders if you 
have time to help out. 
 
Looking outside of Post 384, our number one mission is preserving the 
rights of veterans and patriotic organizations to utilize the space of the 
War Memorial Veterans Building (WMVB). We are at a critical juncture, 
the 14 American Legion Posts in the 8th District Council will soon be 
asked to decide whether or not the American Legion War Memorial Com-
mission (ALWMC) should seek legal action against the City and County of 
San Francisco.  One of the main points of contention is the definition of a 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/81nkso6a8amlci7/Post-Officers-Guide%202014-WEB.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/81nkso6a8amlci7/Post-Officers-Guide%202014-WEB.pdf?dl=0
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“As 
Legionnaires, we 

should always 
keep in mind of 
those who now 

bear the 
responsibilities 
of fighting for 

our freedom and 
to defend our 

country.” 

Nelson Lum 

nelson1431@aol.com 

415-392-2882 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2005 

Branch: Army 

Final Rank: SPC  

1st VICE COMMANDER NELSON LUM 

With the American Le-
gion National Conven-
tion behind us and the 
impending trip to Ar-
lington National Cem-
etery for the burial ser-
vice of our beloved 
Honorary member 
Major Kurt Lee only a 
few days away, the 
whole month of Sep-
tember has sped by in 
a lightning fashion for 
me.  October is here, 
and the busy summer 
of 2014 is gone with 
the falling leaves as a 
reminder that Fall is 
with us. 
 
October 2014 will be 
one of busiest and 
hopefully, most re-
warding months of the 
year.  It can arguably 
be one of the most im-
portant months for 
this decade in San 
Francisco.  The dedica-
tion of the Veterans 
Monument that was 83 
years in the making 
will finally take place 
on October 10, 2014.  
To enhance the im-
portance of the unveil-
ing of the monument 
(a privately funded $3 
million project), the 
famous Blue Angels 
aerial acrobatics team 
will perform a flyby 
during the dedication.   
A veteran’s monument 
to honor the sacrifices 
of those who served in 
WWI was supposed to 

be erected as a center 
piece at the Veteran’s 
Court, located between 
the War Memorial Vet-
erans Building and the 
Opera house, but due 
to shortage of funds, 
the monument was not 
built.  During the past 
83 years, many at-
tempts had been made 
to build the monument 
without any success 
until the project was 
taken over by Major 
General Mike Myatt 
(USMC Ret.) about 
three and a half years 
ago.  He formed a 
committee to work on 
fund raising, artist, 
and design selection as 
well as overseeing eve-
ry aspect of the con-
struction.  Major Gen-
eral Myatt deserves the 
gratitude of all the vet-
erans for this great ac-
complishment. 
 
October 11, 2014, a day 
after the dedication of 
the monument, will be 
another historic day.  
The USS America, a 
new class of carrier 
(the first of the Ameri-
ca-class amphibious 
assault ships for the 
U.S. Navy), will be 
commissioned in San 
Francisco. Rear Admi-
ral Tom F. Brown, III
(USN Ret.), a Legion-
naire, is the Chair of 
the Commissioning 
Committee.  Members 

of Cathay Post can be 
proud that we have 
contributed to this ef-
fort by hosting some of 
her crew for lunch dur-
ing their stay, and 
helped the Commis-
sioning Committee by 
donating some needed 
funds.  
 
October 12, 2014 is the 
Italian Heritage Day 
Parade.  Cathy Post 
will once again partici-
pate to honor our 
neighbors.  In addition 
to the usual converti-
bles and Miss Asian 
contestants, we will be 
featuring a Locomotive 
on wheels from the 
Voiture 393 Chapter of 
40 & 8, from members 
of one of our sister 
Posts from Redwood 
City.  For those that 
don’t know, 40 & 8 is a 
sub group of the Le-
gion that honors and 
memorializes the us-
age of the railroad to 
transport troops dur-
ing WWI.  A railroad 
car was capable of 
transporting either 40 
fully equipped soldiers 
or 8 horses. 
 
In the midst of all the 
events I have men-
tioned, it will also be 
Fleet Week.  There will 
be many ships besides 
the USS America that 
will be visiting our 

(Continued on page 13) 



“The following is re-
printed from the April 
Cathay Dispatch.  In 
his long and accom-
plished life, Major Lee 
taught us much about 
leadership.”  
 
Major Kurt Lee had 
mentioned his own 
mortality to me on sev-
eral occasions.  During 
the February 16 lunch-
eon held in his honor, 
I had asked him very 
casually about his 
plans with family in 
Sacramento for the up-
coming week.  “I don’t 
have much time” he 
told me matter of fact-
ly.  Thinking of others 
as he did throughout 
his Marine Corps ca-
reer, he confided he 
wanted to be the “the 
best brother he could 
be.” 
 
Major Lee’s passing on 
March 2, 2014 shocked 
everyone who had seen 
him in San Francisco 
just two weeks prior.  
Still carrying the phy-
sique of a Marine with 

a perfect “300 PFT”, 
he greeted everyone 
with a handshake so 
uncharacteristically 
firm that one could 
begin to appreciate 
what made Major Lee 
so special.   
 
When he spoke, he was 
articulate and modest, 
firm and reassuring.  
He wasn’t one to waste 
time talking about his 
heroics; he preferred 
to talk about his Ma-
rines.  His memory 
was unfailing.  He 
greeted friends he had 
last seen many years 
ago, some many dec-
ades ago, as if he had 
just seen each and eve-
ryone just the day pri-
or.  “John Stevens” he 
confidently proclaimed 
as the Marine Lieuten-
ant Colonel [Ret.] 
walked up to Major 
Lee during the Febru-
ary 16 luncheon.  They 
had last seen each oth-
er many, many 
years ago.  From 
there, the Ma-
rines shared their 

“war stories” as if they 
were at the “O” Club.  
Everyone who had the 
honor to meet Major 
Lee could only believe 
he would outlive us all.   
 
Then, the man whom 
Congressman Pete 
McCloskey credited 
with saving the First 
Marine Division dur-
ing the Korean War 
passed away.  Shortly 
before his death, Ma-
jor Lee talked to the 
American Veterans 
Center about his 
thoughts on leader-
ship.  He said that “a 
leader welcomes sug-
gestions and contribu-
tions from” others.  
The incompetent com-
mander is the one who 
expounds his or her 
views without 
“opening it up to ques-
tions.”    Major Lee 
lived what he 
preached.  

2nd VICE COMMANDER GALIN LUK 

“The 

incompetent 

commander is the 

one who 

expounds his or 

her views without 

‘opening it up to 

questions.’  Major 

Lee lived what he 

preached.”  
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Galin Luk 

galinluk@hotmail.com 

415-392-2882 

Cathay Post Member 
since: 2009 

Branch:  Marine 
Corps 

Final Rank: Captain 
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Saying Goodbye to An American Hero By Roger Dong 

gagement in 
the Korean 
War.  What did 
he do to earn 
the highest ac-
colade the US 
Navy service 
can award?  
First, he used 
14 hours every 
day of the 20 
days on board 
the USS Oka-
nogan enroute 
from San Diego 
to Inchon to 
train and pre-
pare his platoon to be 
ready for war.  His unit 
consisted of Reservists 
who were far from be-
ing fit Marines.   
 
Once in combat, he 
was always in leading 
up front taking the 
greatest risk that 
strengthened and  in-
spired his men.  He 
received the Navy 
Cross in his first com-
bat action when he 
personally drew enemy 
fire, thereby exposing 
enemy fire positions, 
and allowed his 
trained machine gun 
teams to wipe out the 
enemy.  Baker Compa-
ny, led by their Com-
mander 1stLt Kurt Lee, 
used this strategy, with 

(Continued from 

page 1) 

their Commander 
drawing fire, to survive 
and win every battle 
they encountered.   
                                     
We met several of the 
remaining Korean War 
survivors of Major 
Lee's unit the famous 
Baker -1-7 Rifle Pla-
toon of the Marine 1st 
Division including 1st 
Lieutenant Joseph 
Owens, 1st Technical 
Sergeant Lee Rux, SSgt 
Ronald L Burbridge, 
and Glenn Galtere.  
They had all traveled 
many miles to honor 
their hero. 
 
The back of SSgt 
Ronald Burbridge's 
business card reads as 
follows: 

 
"Let the record show 
Chew Een Lee, retired 
as a Major in the U.S. 
M.C.  His leadership 
saved Myself and 
many, many others.  
Thank you, Sir!" 
 
The issue of upgrading 
Major Lee's Silver Star 
to the Medal of Honor 
was also on the minds 
of many of his fellow 
Marines and his many 
friends.  Cathay Post 
and Chinese American 
Heroes will continue 
our efforts to upgrade 
Major Lee's Silver Star 
to the Medal of Honor. 
 
Roger S. Dong, Post 
Historian 

Marine Honor Guard folding the American flag.  Phot by R. Dong. 
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COMMANDER JAY PON, Continued 

patriotic organization 
and whether or not the 
ALWMC has the right 
to install such organi-
zations into the 
WMVB.  The ALWMC, 
after consultation with 
counsel, defines organ-
izations that primary 
provide services to vet-
erans as patriotic or-
ganizations.  The Trus-
tees that represent the 
City and County of San 
Francisco, in consulta-

(Continued from page 3) tion with the City At-
torney’s Office, define 
patriotic organizations 
as veteran member-
ship organizations on-
ly.  If their definition is 
upheld, that would 
mean organizations 
such as United Ser-
vices Organization 
(USO), Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA), the 
Sons of American Le-
gion, and the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 
etc. can all be excluded 
from utilization of the 

space in WMVB since 
they are not veteran 
membership organiza-
tions.  We are still 
hopeful that these is-
sues can be settled and 
litigation can be avoid-
ed.  Please let me know 
your opinion so I can 
vote on behalf of the 
best interest of Post 
384 members and that 
of the veteran family.  
 
All the best from the 
Pon Family. 
 

The Few, the Proud By  Jay Pon 

[Editor’s note: Com-
mander Jay Pon has 
endeavored to explain 
the various branches 
of United States 
Armed Forces.  In the 
August edition, Com-
mander Pon wrote 
about the U.S. Army].   
 
Now, we ruck up with 
the Marine Corps.  Ac-
cording to the 
“Department of De-
fense Manpower Re-
port - Fiscal Year 
2014”, there are ap-
proximately 235,000 
U.S. Marines [the U.S. 
Army is roughly 5 
times larger].  
 
Created in 1775, to-
day's U.S.M.C. is the 
largest marine force in 
the world and can pro-
ject significant on-
shore power several 

hundred miles inland.   
The Marine Corps op-
erates Posts on land, 
aboard amphibious 
assault ships around 
the world, and works 
closely with the State 
Department securing 
U.S. embassies world-
wide.   
 
Eighty three percent, 
or one hundred ninety 
five thousand Marines 
are active duty; eighty 
nine percent are enlist-
ed; seven percent are 
female (this is the low-
est of all armed ser-
vices).   
 
Most Marines are in-
fantrymen; others are 
sometimes called 
POGs (Personnel other 
than Grunt) and they 
exist to support the 
infantry. Even the Ma-

rine Corp Air Wing is 
focused on close air 
support of the ground 
forces, and not air 
domination.  
 
There are four Marine 
Divisions: 1st Marine 
Division headquar-
tered at Camp Pend-
leton, California; 2nd 
Marine Division head-
quartered at Camp 
Lejeune, North Caroli-
na; 3rd Marine Divi-
sion headquartered at 
Camp Butler, Okina-
wa, Japan, and the 4th 
Marine Division 
(reserve) headquar-
tered New Orleans, 
Louisiana.   
 
The Marine Corp 
proudly believes in al-
ways being forwardly 
deployed.  
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In celebration of Fili-
pino-American His-
tory month, the Phil-
ippine Consulate 
General, San Fran-
cisco, and the Bataan 
Legacy Historical So-
ciety will present the 
70TH Anniversary 
of the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf a nd 
Stories from 
WWII in the Phil-
ippines on Fri-
day, October 24 at 
6PM.   The event 
will take place at the 
Philippine Consulate 
General’s office lo-
cated at 447 Sutter 
St., Social Hall, San 
Francisco, CA 94108.  
Admission is Free. 
 
The Battle of Leyte 
Gulf, considered the 
largest naval battle in 
history, took place 
between October 23 
to 26, 1944.  It 
marked the begin-
ning of the liberation 
of the Philippines 
two and a half years 
after the fall of Ba-
taan on April 9, 1942.  
It was also the begin-
ning of a massive ex-
termination of civil-
ians by the Imperial 
Japanese Army cul-

minating in the Bat-
tle for Manila.  Ma-
nila, once called the 
Pearl of the Orient, 
became the second 
most devastated city 
after Warsaw, Po-
land.  By the end of 
the war, approxi-
mately one million 
civilians had per-
ished.   
Bataan Legacy His-
torical Society is 
gathering stories of 
the war from veter-
ans, civilian survi-
vors and their fami-
lies to create a com-
prehensive perspec-
tive of the war.  The 
stories will be pub-
lished in an 
“Anthology of Stories 
from World War II in 
the Philippines” (Vol. 
1), scheduled for re-
lease on October 24, 
2015, in time for the 
first Bataan Legacy 
Historical Society 
Conference at the 
San Francisco Public 
Library. 
The event will fea-
ture veterans of the 
war as well as civilian 
survivors who will 
speak about their ex-
periences.  It will al-
so feature an exhibit 

as well as living his-
torians.  The event 
will be presented in 
collaboration with 
Memorare Manila 
1945, California Vet-
erans Administra-
tion, Philippine 
Scouts Heritage Soci-
ety, Wreaths Across 
America, Rod Hall 
Collection on WWII 
in the Philippines, 
Filipino American 
National Historical 
Society (Bay Area & 
Rio Grande Chap-
ters), the New Castle 
Society, Veterans Eq-
uity Center, the Fili-
pino American Sol-
diers WWII Recogni-
tion Project and Ba-
taan-Corregidor Me-
morial Foundation of 
New Mexico.   
 
For more infor-
mation, contact:  
cultur-
al@philippinessa
nfrancisco.org; 
(415) 433-6666 
Ext. 313, in-
fo@bataanlegacy.
org;  (510) 520-
8540;  
www.bataanlegac
y.org or for more in-
formation, see page 
18. 

The 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Leyte Gulf 
By Cecelia Gaerlan 

mailto:info@bataanlegacy.org
mailto:info@bataanlegacy.org
mailto:info@bataanlegacy.org
http://www.bataanlegacy.org
http://www.bataanlegacy.org


It is membership renewal time again.  Please be ready to renew your an-
nual membership when you attend our next meeting.  Just a quick note 
about the annual membership fees: of the $40 that our Post collects, 
$28.50 goes to The American Legion and Department of California, $1 
goes to the District; $10.50 goes to our Post.  

By Nelson Lum 
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USMC Corporal Ricardo Gon-
zalez, an active duty Marine 
warrior, has submitted his ap-
plication to join Cathay Post 
No. 384.  Corporal Gonzalez is 
the 2014 American Legion Ma-
rine Corps winner of the Spirit 
of Service award.  Each year 
the American Legion accepts 
nominations from all five ser-
vices and then selects the top 
service member who has 
served his or her country, and 
who has also served the com-
munity service as a volunteer. 
The American Legion makes a 
very unique and special trophy each 
year to present to each of the five 
winning service representatives.   
Corporal Gonzalez decided to lend 
his special trophy to Cathay Post to 
inspire others to serve their country 
and our communities.  He brought 
his trophy and delivered the trophy 
to Commander Jay Pon for safe 
keeping and proper display at our 
Post.  
 
Corporal Gonzalez, who just fin-
ished serving in Guam and is on his 
way to Quantico, VA for special 
training and future embassy assign-
ment, stopped in San Francisco to 
meet our Post officers (Commander 
Jay Pon, Vice Commander Nelson 
Lum and Historian Roger S. Dong).  
At the meeting, he officially re-
quested that his American Legion 
membership be transferred to our 

USMC Corporal Richard Gonzalez By Roger Dong 

Post.  
 
This was not an accidental event.  
Cpl Gonzalez met Nelson, Clara 
Pon, and Roger at our National 
Convention in August and was in-
vited to join Cathay Post.  He con-
sidered our request, and after re-
ceiving several issues of our Cathay 
Dispatch emailed to him illustrat-
ing the activities of our Post, Cor-
poral Gonzalez decided to stop in 
San Francisco enroute to Quantico 
to join our Post.  His home town is 
San Jose, so no need to ask him if 
he knows the way to San Jose. 
 
We hope, and expect, to see Cor-
poral Gonzalez periodically as he 
criss - crosses the world passing 
through San Francisco on the way 
to serve our Embassies worldwide. 
Semper Fi, Corporal Gonzalez  and 
see you soon. 

Commander Jay Pon with Corporal Gonzalez.  Photo by R. 

Dong. 
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late, Hong Kong. 
 
His military career 
evolved as he held posts 
as a C-141 Airlift Pilot 
(11A3M), a Forward Air 
Controller (OV-10, 
1444A), a C-5 Airlift/
Flight Examiner Pilot 
(Q11A3A), an Interna-
tional Politico-Military 
Affairs Officer (16P4), a 
C-141 Airlift Squadron 
Commander (C11A3M), 
Director of Current Op-
erations, Air Force Re-
serve (10C0), Chief, 
Command and Control, 
U.N. Forces Korea; Air 
Attaché (16A4), U.S. 
Embassy, Seoul, and an 
Air Liaison Officer 
(16A4), U.S. Consulate, 
Hong Kong Colonel 
Chan totaled 4,703.8 
flying hours, including 
212 combat missions 
over the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail and the Plain of 
Jars in Laos.   
 

 

(Continued on page 14) 

United States Air Force 
Veteran member Colo-
nel Joe Chan lives in 
Arizona with his wife 
Eliz.  They return to Al-
ameda during the sum-
mer months. They’ve 
got good reasons for 
doing so.  It’s hot in Ari-
zona. Joe is also a mem-
ber of Cathay Post No. 
384. 
 
Spanning five wars 
(World War I, World 
War II, Korean War, 
Vietnam War and Iraq 
War) with service mem-
bers from the U.S. Ar-
my, U.S. Army Air 
Corps and the U.S. Air 
Force, Joe’s family ex-
emplifies the best of 
loyal military service to 
the nation. 
 
Joe, a recent addition to 
the Post family, entered 
the military during a 
time of suspicion and 
protest over the U.S. 
military’s role in Vi-

etnam. To avoid the 
draft, which has since 
been replaced with an 
all-volunteer force, the 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana na-
tive and newly minted 
Indiana University 
graduate joined the 
U.S.A.F. to become a 
pilot.  
 
Through a long and il-
lustrious career, Joe 
was stationed through-
out the United States 
and Asia at Laughlin 
AFB, TX; Norton AFB, 
CA; Nakhon Phanom 
Royal Thai Air Base, 
Thailand; Dover AFB, 
DE; Altus AFB, OK; 
Maxwell AFB, AL; Scott 
AFB, IL; Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C.; 
McGuire AFB, NJ; Rob-
bins AFB, GA; Maxwell 
AFB, AL (again); Yong-
san Army Base, South 
Korea; US Embassy, 
Seoul; Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, Wash-
ington, D.C. (again); 
and at the U.S. Consu-

Joe Chan, Continuing The Family Tradition of Military Ser-

vice By Thanh Huynh 

Joe and Eliz Chan.  Photo by G. Luk. Joe Chan getting ready for flight.  Photo courtesy 

of J. Chan.   
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California State Capi-
tol building and doing 
a 40-mile circuit 
around the city of Sac-
ramento. 
 
“What a great idea!” I 
thought to myself. I 
enlisted a buddy to 
join me: Chuck, an av-
id cyclist himself, and 
[no such thing as for-
mer Marine] Marine 
who served with the 
engineers during the 
Gulf War in 1991. We 
raised more than $900 
through the Ride 2 Re-
covery fundraising 
platform, in the weeks 
leading up to the 
event. (A few friends 
were very generous, 
but a lot of people 
pitched in.) 
 
The night before, we 
headed up with our 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

I’ve always had a sin-
cere appreciation for 
the United States 
Armed Forces. I was in 
the U.S. Naval Sea Ca-
dets for several years 
as a kid, where I 
learned the value of 
personal initiative, 
taking responsibility to 
solve problems on the 
lowest level possible, 
and attention to detail. 
These principles have 
stood me in good stead 
my whole life, even 
though I never served 
in the military. 
 
Recently I took up cy-
cling as a hobby. As a 
good San Franciscan, 
I’d use my bike to bop 
around town and 
sometimes commute 
to my job in the Finan-
cial District; but when 
I suddenly found my-
self unemployed last 
October, the bike be-
came a great tool to 
keep me [I think it’s 
“me”] physically active 
and mentally happy. 
And, I found I was ca-
pable of a lot more 
than I’d expected: San 
Francisco to Sausalito 
was surprisingly easy, 
and the payoff was im-
mense (that view!). 
Since then I’ve put 
more than 1,200 miles 
on my bike and ex-
plored a lot of the 
beautiful Bay Area.  
 
About the time that I 

started my new job 
this February, I found 
out about the Ride 2 
Recovery 
(www.ride2recovery.co
m). This organization 
raises money to pro-
vide bikes and cycling 
training to disabled 
veterans, and cycling 
programs for VA clin-
ics and military hospi-
tals. The bikes are cus-
tom-modified however 
needed for riders who 
are recovering from 
the loss of limbs, and 
other injuries, includ-
ing PTSD. The organi-
zation puts on several 
events throughout the 
year, including one-
day rides with options 
ranging from 20 to 80 
miles; as well as sever-
al multi-day long-
distance rides. I dis-
covered there was an 
event coming up in 
May, starting from the 

My Ride for Veterans By Michael Escobar 

“[Ride to 

Recover] raises 

money to 

provide bikes 

and cycling 

training to 

disabled 

veterans...” 

Michael Escobar is all smiles before his ride.  Photo courtesy of M. 

Escobar. 

http://www.ride2recovery.com
http://www.ride2recovery.com
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My Ride for Veterans, Continued By Michael Escobar 

bikes to check into a 
hotel close to the start-
ing point, and enjoyed 
a delicious dinner at 
Frank Fat’s, an old po-
liticos’ haunt. That 
morning we were 
pleased to find more 
than 100 riders waiting 
at the big arch set up 
as a starting and fin-
ishing line in front of 
the Capitol. Plenty of 
disabled vets were 
among the crowd, 
decked out in full 
spandex cycling garb, 
ready for the adven-
ture. 
 

(Continued from page 11)  Riding out under the 
arch in the company of 
a hundred other cy-
clists was quite an ex-
perience, even if we 
weren’t going at the 
same speed as the he-
roes of the Tour de 
France.  The 
“peloton” (French for 
“platoon”, the group of 
riders in a cycling 
event) stayed together 
for quite a while as we 
followed the Sacra-
mento River north to 
the American River 
and along the River-
front Park. From there, 
we headed out along 
the outskirts of the city 
to the east and south, 

until we found the riv-
er again. By then the 
peloton had gotten 
well-spread out, but 
the event was well-
supported with rest 
stops staffed by volun-
teers giving out food 
and drinks. Free bike 
tuneups were provided 
by the official mechan-
ics working the Amgen 
Tour of California, 
which was scheduled 
to start the next day.  
 
Since the peloton was 
stretched out, with 
everyone going at their 
own pace, there was no 
big finish; Chuck and I 

(Continued on page 13) 

14 March 2014: Commissioning Committee 

Chair, RADM Tom Brown III, tells the 

AMERICA story in this 10 March interview 

with KGO7 TV in San Francisco.  

USS AMERICA (LHA 6) will be commissioned in San Francisco on October 11, 

2014 during Fleet Week.    

The Navy is asking you to sponsor commissioning of this new amphibious assault 

ship. Visit the website at http://commissioningamerica.org/ or click on the links below 

for recent news & updates. 

It’s Official: Navy Secretary Mabus Sets 11 October as USS AMERICA Commission-

ing Date 

28 March 2014: Commissioning Location Confirmed; Advice for Crew Members’ Fami-

lies Posted 

USS AMERICA Officially Turned Over to Navy 

USS AMERICA Commissioning 

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?id=9464357
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?id=9464357
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?id=9464357
http://commissioningamerica.org/
http://commissioningamerica.org/2014/06/04/its-official-navy-secretary-mabus-sets-11-october-as-uss-america-commissioning-date/
http://commissioningamerica.org/2014/06/04/its-official-navy-secretary-mabus-sets-11-october-as-uss-america-commissioning-date/
http://commissioningamerica.org/2014/03/28/28-march-2014-commissioning-location-confirmed-advice-for-crew-members-families-posted/
http://commissioningamerica.org/2014/03/28/28-march-2014-commissioning-location-confirmed-advice-for-crew-members-families-posted/
http://commissioningamerica.org/2014/04/11/uss-america-officially-turned-over-to-navy/
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Cathay Post Helping Out Struggling Veterans Organizations 
By Galin Luk 

Cathay Post has a proud history of 
helping out when the need arises.  
Staying true to history, during the 
September meeting, Cathay Post 
members voted to offer three loans 
to three veteran’s organization 
struggling with cash flow.  Cathay 
Post members voted to approve a 
$5,000.00 twenty four month in-
terest-free loan to the War Memo-
rial Commission to assist the com-
mission while the War Memorial 
Veterans’ Building is undergoing 
renovations.  Members also ap-
proved a $5,000.00 twenty four 

month interest-free loan to the 8th 
District Council to help fund the 
Veterans Success Center, a job 
placement center for veterans.  
Members also approved a 
$2,000.00 loan to the 8th District 
Council to purchase liability insur-
ance.  Support member Jed Miner 
guaranteed the $2,000.00 loan to 
the District. Three veteran’s organi-
zations hurting with cash flow; one 
organization stepping up.  [Note: 
for each loan, 5% interest begins 
accruing at the end of the 24 month 
period].  

1st VICE COMMANDER NELSOM LUM, Continued 

City.  As Legionnaires, we should 
always keep in mind of those who 
now bear the responsibilities of 
fighting for our freedom and to de-
fend our country.  Please let the 
troops know when you encounter 
them in our City that we are thank-
ful for their service. 
 
On October 24, 2014, our friends at 
the Asian Police Officers Associa-
tion (APOA) will host their annual 

(Continued from page 4) dinner.  Sergeant Richard Jue will 
be sworn in as the new president of 
the association.  Cathay Post con-
gratulates the president elect, Ser-
geant Rich Jue, and pledge our 
support as he embarks to serve the 
interest of his association and the 
community.  As has been in the 
past, the close ties for the better-
ment of our community between 
our Post and the APOA will contin-
ue.  
 

My Ride for Veterans, Continued By Michael Escobar 

crossed the finish line approxi-
mately in the middle of the pack, 
judging from how many people 
were already resting on the lawn in 
front of the Capitol building. We 
sensed that we had done something 
great; and, the sore knees and sun-
burns were worth it. 
 

(Continued from page 12) I recommend the ride for just about 
anyone – there are rides for all 
ability levels, and your friends will 
be happy to support the cause. Find 
out more at 
www.ride2recovery.com. 
  
Michael Escobar lives in San Fran-
cisco and is the Risk Manager for 
Belectric, Inc. in Newark, CA.  

http://www.ride2recovery.com
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By Roger Dong 

My father was a World War II vet-
eran and was an officer  in my 
American Post for several decades.  
I have served the Sons of American 
Legion for many years.  I was a Vi-
etnam War veteran who served in 
the Army for five years as an Air-
borne Ranger with the 82nd Air-
borne Division.  I have been in the 
American Legion for over 40 years 
and established a local scholarship 
foundation providing $500.00 
scholarships to local students.  This 
fund has distributed over $100,000 
in scholarships since its inception.  
I was a Boy Scout cub and Scout 
Master.  My wife has been active in 
the Lady's Auxiliary for many years 
and was a Department Junior Ac-
tivities Chairman. 
 
We have 4 sons and a daughter.  
My oldest son and his wife are both 
graduates of West Point Military 
Academy, and both are currently 
serving in the 69th Air Defense Bri-
gade in Kuwait.  My second son is 
studying Aeronautical Engineering 
at the Air Force Academy, my third 
son is an Army ROTC cadet at a lo-
cal university and my youngest son 
is in high school.  My daughter is 
very active in the Junior Auxiliary. 
I recently retired from 33 years of 

Federal service with the United 
States Postal Service, and am  
ready to devote more time to serve 
our veterans. 
 
Who am I?   
 
I am Michael D. Helm, your Ameri-
can Legion National Commander 
for 2014-2015.  

Colonel Chan also airlifted six F-5 
fighter jets inside the C-5 Galaxy, the 
largest lift capacity aircraft in the 
U.S. Air Force inventory, from Iran 
to South Vietnam, twice. 
 

(Continued from page 10) Joe’s and Eliz’s son Christopher is a 
patent attorney and their daughter 
Cynthia is a journeywoman sheet 
metal worker. 
 
Now retired, Joe is an active sum-
mertime member of Cathay Post.  

Joe Chan, Continuing The Family Tradition of Military Ser-

vice By Thanh Huynh 

National Commander Michael D. Helm.  Photo 

courtesy of American Legion. 
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Roger Dong made the 
announcement during 
the August member-
ship lunch.  Yes, the 
same lunch following 
the meeting when 
members voted to lim-
it the budget for each 
month’s lunch to 
$200.00 [Ed Wong 
forecasted “bologna 
and cheese sandwiches 
from here on”].   Roger 
stood up and an-
nounced that support 
member John Tam 
was willing to take on 
the challenge of pre-
paring a great lunch 
for the Post’s Septem-
ber meeting.  “Two 
hundred dollars?  I can 
prepare great food for 
up to one hundred 
members” he an-
nounced. That he did. 
John and support 
member Emily 

Onglatco 
worked 
through the 
Friday evening 
prior to and the 
day of the Sep-
tember 13 
membership 
meeting to pre-
pare the mixed 
green salad, 
spaghetti, 
meatballs, 
marinara 
sauce, garlic 
bread [with 
fresh buttered 
garlic over 
fresh sour-
dough], along 
with freshly cut 
fruit.  What a 
meal it was!  Members 
were seen going back 
for seconds and thirds 
before enjoying a nice 
helping of ice cream.  
John and Emily deliv-

ered big time!  They 
showed that you don’t 
need to sacrifice quali-
ty or quantity when 
stretching a dollar.  

2014 Cathay Dispatch Ad Rates 

The annual advertisement rates are for 12 monthly issues.  
 
Space size and rates:  
¼ page (B&W/Color) - $50  
½ page (B&W/Color) - $100  
Full page (B&W/Color) - $200  
 
Contact a Post commander or Cathay Dispatch staff member to 

place your ad in the award winning Cathay Dispatch. 

Chefs John Tam and Emily Onglatco.  Pho-

to by G. Luk. 
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(Continued on page 21) 
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1524 Powell Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Phone: 415.797.7384 

Fax: 415.392.2882 

E-mail: cathaypost@gmail.com 

www.cathaypost384.org 

C A T H A Y  P O S T  N O .  3 8 4  

Vietnam War 
 2/28/1961 – 5/7/1975  
 
Korean War  
6/25/1950 – 1/31/1955 
 
World War II  

12/7/1941 – 12/31/1946  
 
World War I  
4/6/1917 – 11/11/1918  

www.legion.org 

Join Cathay Post No. 384 in San Francisco, 
one of the oldest and most active posts in Cali-
fornia.  We welcome all qualified retired, ac-
tive, and non-military men and women.   

Our veterans are courageous wartime military 
men and women who proudly served or are 
currently serving. 

Cathay Post No. 384  

American Legion  

Executive Committee 

2014-2015 

 
Commander: Jigg “Jay” Pon 

1st Vice Commander: Nelson Lum  

2nd Vice Commander: Galin Luk  

3rd Vice Commander: Laura Ren-
ner 

Adjutant: Ben Yang 

Secretary: John Li 

Treasurer: Edw ard W ong 

Do you want to receive the Cathay Dispatch or need to update your email address, please contact us at: 
cathaypost@gmail.com.  We’ll get right on it.   If you would like to place an ad, please go to page 16 for 
our advertisement rate information.  Thank you for your support! 

Cathay Dispatch Staff 

Cathay Dispatch is a proud member of the National American 

Legion Press Association (NALPA) & California American Le-

gion Press Association (CALPA).  

Galin Luk is the Editor -in-Chief.  

GalinLuk@hotmail.com 

Michael Louie is the Inter im  Managing Editor  and 
Creative Director.  

Chris Kieliger is the Assistant Editor . 

Roger Dong is the Chief Reporter . 

rogerdong@hotmail.com 

Thanh Huynh is a Field Reporter .   

We welcome article or letter submissions but reserve the right 

to publish, republish or not publish any submission and to edit 

articles or letters as appropriate.  Submissions must include 

your name, address, and phone number.  The Editor-in-Chief 

will call to verify authenticity.  All submissions should be 

emailed to the Editor-in-Chief at GalinLuk@hotmail.com by 

the last Friday of the month.   

Gulf War/War On Terrorism 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm/OEF/

OIF 

8/2/1990 to today  
 
Panama—Operation Just Cause 
12/20/1989 – 1/31/1990 
 
Lebanon/Grenada 

Lebanon War/Operation Urgent 
Fury 
 8/24/1982 – 7/31/1984  
 

Cathay Post #384 


