
In September, our Ca-
thay Post Support Unit 
hosted the annual 
fundraising dance 
party at the CACA hall.  
Thanks to Theresa Lai, 
who is one of many re-
sponsible for making 
the party such a suc-
cess.  I am so pleased 
to have such a strong 
Support Unit support-
ing our veterans.  I also 
want to give special 
thanks to Support Unit 
member Master Henry 
Chung from the Sholin 
Temple for putting on 
such a nice perform-
ance.  The Cathay Post 
Dance Group also de-
serves a round of ap-
plause.  Led by dance 
instructor Cecilia Wu, 
they had been practic-
ing for months.   

It was also a busy 
month for the Cathay 
Post Color Guards.  
They led the China-
town Moon Festival 
opening parade.  The 
Color Guards were also 
honored to open the 
On Lok Fashion Show 
held at the St. Francis 

Hotel to honor our 
member Colonel Rich-
ard “Dick” Hum for his 
outstanding service in 
the United States Air 
Force. 

Cathay Post will be part 
of October’s Fleet 
W e e k  c e l e b r a -
tions.  Cathay Post will 
also be participating in 
the Columbus Day Pa-
rade on October 10th.  
All members are wel-
come to join our pa-
rade group. 

Cathay Post will also be 
hosting a luncheon on 

October 11th at our 
Post for approximately 
200 Navy and Marine 
personnel from the 9 
ships which will be in 
San Francisco Bay dur-
ing Fleet Week.  All 
members and friends 
are welcome to come 
for lunch and/or volun-
teer for this celebra-
tion. 

Cathay Post also hosted 
a press conference with 
Bart President James 
Fang who announced  
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Cathay Post Honor Guard leading the way dur-

ing the Moon Festival.   

Lunch will be served immediately after the 

Board meeting. 



I want to give special thanks to 
Support Unit member Stephen 
Lau for donating a 42” inch flat 
panel television set.  The set is 
located in the boardroom for 
your enjoyment.  Stephen also 
serves an advisory role to the 
executive board  in dealing with 
various Chinese family associa-
tion matters and with the office 
of the Consulate General of the 
People’s Republic of China 
based in San Francisco.  

The anniversary party and fund 
raising event on Saturday,  Sep-
tember 18th  at CACA was 
a huge success.   I want to 
give a big thank you to 
Theresa Lai and her 
group of dedicated volun-
teers.  I also want to 
thank the large number of 
performers, supporters, 
sponsors, and volunteers 
who contributed to the party’s 
success.   The proceeds from the 
over 200 tickets sold for this 
event will be directed to the 
Post’s general operations fund. 

During this month’s meeting, 
Sergeant Stephen Loi, an Army 
Reserve Recruiter stationed in 
our City, is scheduled to visit our 
Post.   

I want to welcome Gary Gee, the 
newest veteran to join Cathay 
Post No. 384.  Gary is a retired 
BART police chief and a past re-
cipient of a service award.  Seven 
new members joined the Post’s  
Support Unit in the third quar-
ter:  Walter Chao, Yu Lan Chen, 
Peter Gee, Nancy Lee,  Helen 
Lum, Cecilia Wu, and Kimberly 

Young.   Thank you all for help-
ing the Post become an even 
stronger veterans organization. 

Dr. Zee Lo, a member of our 

Support Unit, recently founded the 
Chinese American Cultural Heri-
tage Foundation.  The mission and 
functions of the Foundation are: 

 *To promote Chinese cultural val-
ues & heritage in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. 

*To share and embrace the 
achievements of Chinese Ameri-
cans. 

*To aid and assist in solving social 
and cultural problems in the Chi-
nese American community. 

*To encourage Chinese American 
youth to learn about 
and appreciate their 
roots, and to set 
higher cultural goals 
for themselves. To 
learn not to be dis-
couraged when con-
fronted with adver-
sity,.....for "Failure is 

the Mother of Success." 

*To accomplish the above through 
education, lectures, exercise/
health classes, guest speakers and 
social functions. 

*To give positive contributions to 
the Chinese American community 
and American society at large. 

Their meetings are held during the 
evenings on the 2nd and 4th Sat-
urday of the month, at a Sunset 
district location. There will be 
open forum discussions, lectures, 
and guest speakers.   

October will be a busy month with 
Fleet Week and related activities.  
More information will be available 
at the meeting on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9th at 11: 00 a.m. 

David Y. Wong 
1st Vice Commander  
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To learn more about  the Chinese American Cultural Heritage 

Foundation, contact  Dr. Lo at 

culturalheritage@att.net.   
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During the regularly scheduled 
September meeting of the War 
Memorial Trustees, the Trustees 
voted to accept in principle the 
Arts Commission’s proposal 
submitted by the Veterans War 
Memorial Commission. The 
Trustees further directed facility 
management to begin negotia-
tions with the Commission to 
find possible ways to address 
our needs.  During that meeting, 
Trustee Myatt made a comment 
that was echoed by other trus-
tees: "We will always give the 
veterans what they need, but not 
what they want."  According to 
management, veterans used 
5.5% of the allocated space in 
the building in 2009.  It will be 
an uphill battle; but we will con-
tinue to fight. 

As to Room 206, management 
has informed me that painting 
within the building is currently 
prohibited. The prohibition is 
due to a lawsuit filed by an em-
ployee who is allergic to paint. 
Management hopes to resolve 
this issue by October so that 
Room 206 can be painted and 
carpeted for our use. Need I say 
more? 

On August 29, 2010, I traveled 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I had 
the privilege of representing Ca-
thay Post No. 384, and District 8 
as a delegate to the 92nd Na-
tional Convention of the Ameri-
can Legion. It was a trip I will 
not soon forget even though 
many aspects of the Convention 
were not that interesting [it pri-
marily consisted of meetings af-
ter meetings, and more meet-
ings].  Admittedly, as a new-
comer, I was at times confused.  
But I tried my very best to repre-

sent the interests of San Fran-
cisco.  I must report to you that 
this was not easy to do and one 
must learn to seize the opportu-
nity quickly when it is presented. 
We elected 
our next Na-
tional Com-
m a n d e r 
[Commander 
Jimmie Foster 
from Alaska], passed hundreds 
of resolutions [most of which 
were renewal of past resolu-
tions], and spent numerous 
hours debating, modifying, and 
formulating those resolutions.  

I do want to mention one major 
and significant historical devel-
opment that occurred during the 
Convention. Commander Fang 
Wong of Lt. Kim Lau Post, New 
York City, was nominated as the 
National Commander following  
Commander Foster’s term. He 
will be the first Asian and Chi-
nese American to hold this pres-
tigious position. I know you will 
join me in congratulating Com-

mander Wong for this momen-
tous accomplishment.  I hope 
there will be more of you attend-
ing the next Convention in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota to celebrate 
his inaugural. 

 

On the 
s e c o n d 
day of the 

C o n v e n -
tion, the Speaker of the House, 
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, 
addressed the congregation. She 
affirmed her continuing support 
to care for veterans and espe-
cially, those recent returnees 
from Iraq and Afghanistan.  To 
my surprise, she asked to meet 
with the delegation from San 
Francisco.  That was ME.  When 
we met, she addressed meby my 
name and said she knew about 
Cathay Post No. 384.  She was 
very nice and personable.  I  
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From the 3rd Vice Commander 

“To my surprise, [Nancy Pelosi] asked to speak with 

the delegation from San Francisco.  That was ME!  
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hotels, car rentals, 
round-trip airport to 
hotel ground transpor-
tation, and even FTD 
flower service. If you 
have any questions 
please call Com-
mander Lee.   

The web address is 
www.ytbtravel.com
/ h o m e . a s p x ?
wa=cathaypost   

Dear Members and 
Cathay Post friends,  

Please don’t forget to 
use our new travel ser-
vice.  It is a very simple 
PC based application 
that our members have 
already used on-line.  
The website is available 
24 hours a day, and 
you, your family or any 
of your friends can log 
on and book flights, 

Travel Service 

CA T HA Y CHR ONICLE 

HARRISON Renewable Energy 
State License No.  416921 

Global Headquarters:  1167 Mission Street, 4th Floor, San Francisco, CA  94103 
mkl@harrisonrenewableenergy.com    (415) 203-0116    

 

SOLAR DESIGNING, BUILDING AND MARKETING 
SIGN-UP FOR YOUR REBATES $$$ & 

 FREE HOME ENERGY AUDIT TODAY! USE PROMOTIONAL CODE CP384! 
 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL UTILITY COMPANY PAY FOR YOUR SYSTEM  

GO GREEN!  GO SOLAR!  SAVE OUR EARTH & ENVIRONMENT 
ELIMINATE OR REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILLS 

 
•  HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
•  LICENSED AND INSURED 
•  GREEN FINANCING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
•  LOCAL HIRING 
•  SUPPORTER OF GREEN TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 
•  GREEN ADVOCATE 
•  AUTHORIZED DEALERSHIP OF GREEN ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS  

 

 

 

For the Community 

By the Community 

Partial Proceeds Donated 
to Charities 

Cathay Post No. 384 at the 5k Safety finish line.   

http://www.ytbtravel.com/home.aspx?wa=cathaypost
http://www.ytbtravel.com/home.aspx?wa=cathaypost
http://www.ytbtravel.com/home.aspx?wa=cathaypost
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Who is Colonel Richard Hum?   

in Pennsylvania [about 50 miles 
from her home] and then at the 
Twin Towers in New York. 

Dick’s grandson Brian is an Air 
Force Captain and pilot who 
graduated from the Air Force 
Academy.  He is currently on his 
3rd deployment in the Iraq/
Afghanistan area.  Collectively 
the Hums have accumulated 

over 70 years of con-
tinuous active service 
(and counting) in the 
United States Air 
Force.  

Talk about family, unity and 
love, Dick and his wife 
Jane are celebrating their  60th 
wedding anniversary this 
year.  Each of their 3 children 
has already celebrated their 30th 
wedding anniversaries. 

graduated from high school and 
will be attending Colorado State 
University.   

Dick was 
followed by 
his son 
Rick Hum 
who also 
retired as a 

“Full Bird” Colonel after 30 
years as an Air Force Chaplain in 
the Pentagon and on 
overseas assign-
ments.  Rick was im-
mediately on scene 
at the Pentagon on 9/11 [he was 
performing services adjacent to 
the Pentagon at Arlington Ceme-
tery].  Dick’s daughter Ginny 
was on scene at the other two 
plane crash areas as part of the 
disaster relief crew from the Red 
Cross at the Flight 93 crash site 

On September 11, On Lok gave a 
tribute to Colonel Richard 
“Dick” Hum.   

Dick was a 
U.C. Berkeley 
s t u d e n t , 
when at the 
age of 17, he 
volunteered 
as a  buck private.  He eventually 
rose to “Full Bird” Colonel, retir-
ing with 32 years of diplomatic 
and intelligence active service in 
3 wars   –WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam.  Dick is a firm believer 
in education and his family 
members have followed in his 
footsteps.  Dick was the high 
school valedictorian.  He earned 
a B.S., two masters and an hon-
orary doctorate degree.  Five of 
his six grandchildren are college 
graduates and the sixth just 

Collectively the Hums have accumulated over 70 

years of continuous active service in the United 

States Air Force. 

Are you ready for Fleet Week? 
Cathay Post stands ready to help 
in this annual city 
tradition.  This 
year, 9 warships 
will be sailing into 
San Francisco Bay 
with hundreds of 
hungry sailors 
and Marines. To do our part Ca-
thay Post will be feeding lunch 
to the hungriest of them, high 
noon on October 11th, Monday.  
So pick up a serving spoon and 
help us out on the front lines; 
the chow line. Email the Com-
mander [see page 8 for details] 
and let him know that you are 
not afraid to keep the sailors and 
Marines at bay. 

Many thanks to our fellow le-
gionnaire, Earva Smith.  Al-

though we 
have not seen 
him lately at 
our meeting, 
he is working 
tirelessly be-
hind the 

scenes in making Past Com-
mander Bok Pon’s goal of Veter-
ans Housing a reality.   The next 
time you see him, ask him for an 
update.  We know it’s just a mat-
ter of time before the mission is 
accomplished.   

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, I encourage all our 
members to visit the Post.  Many 
of us have busy lives.   Many of 

us like to sleep in on Saturdays.  
Others have just decided not to 
attend our meetings.  Come back 
and break bread with your fellow 
comrades.  Every active member 
should reach out and call a 
member who has not been at 
Post in awhile. Invite them to 
the November and/or the De-
cember meeting. If they don’t 
want to be at the meeting, invite 
them to lunch. Come, eat, and 
talk. 

Lastly ALL THE BEST to Tony 
and Suzanna on their union.   

May joy and happiness follow all 
of you. 

Jay Pon 
2nd Vice Commander 

From the 2nd Vice Commander 

Are you ready for Fleet Week?  How 

about lunch with sailors and Marines? 

Grandson Brian is an Air 

Force Captain. 
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Cathay Post at the Hep “B” Panel 

 



BART Launches Military Pass Program 
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Military on leave from Iraq 
or Afghanistan eligible for 
$50 BART ticket 

 

Active duty military personnel 
who are on leave in the Bay Area 
from Operation Iraqi Freedom 
or Operation Enduring Freedom 
are now eligible to receive one 
BART ticket worth $50. BART 
allocated $50,000 to this pro-
gram and is the first major 
transportation agency in the na-
tion to offer free transit tickets 
to military personnel who are on 
leave from duty in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. 

Today, representatives from the 
United States Army Reserve, the 
United States Marine Corps and 
the United States Navy joined 
BART officials to launch the pro-
gram. 

"This is a small gesture of our 
deep appreciation to the men 
and women who leave their 
loved ones behind and put their 
lives on the line to defend our 
freedom," BART Board Presi-
dent James Fang said. "As con-
cerned members of the Bay Area 
and Americans, BART is hon-
ored to provide this gesture to 
help these patriots literally re-
connect with their lives back 
home." 

"Regardless of how people view 
these war efforts, we want to 
recognize the tremendous sacri-
fices the men and women of the 
military make," BART Director 
Gail Murray said. Murray came 
up with the idea to offer active 
duty military personnel on leave 
with free transit tickets. "Even in 
these tough budget times, we 
want to send our military per-

sonnel a message that BART, on 
behalf of the Bay Area commu-
nity, values their service and 
sacrifice." 

"As a combat vet, I know full 
well the sacrifice and risk our 
military service members endure 
in Iraq and Afghanistan and the 
degree of pride and appreciation 
they'll experience not only for 
the gift of BART tickets while 
they are on rest and recupera-
tion or leave but especially for 
our recognition and gratitude for 
their extraordinary service 
which these tickets represent," 
BART Director John McPartland 
said. "As a retired Army Colonel, 
instituting this policy is the 
proudest moment and greatest 
contribution I've been able to 
make to the military service 
since I hung up my uniform over 
a decade ago." 

FREE MILITARY PASS 
P R O G R A M  D E T A I L S 
  

BART has implemented a one-

year pilot program that will is-
sue up to $50,000 worth of free 
BART tickets to those men and 
women in the military who pre-
sent BART with a valid leave or-
der from their respective branch 
of the military authorizing them 
to be on leave from the wars in 
Afghanistan or Iraq. If the 
$50,000 threshold is reached 
before the one-year expiration of 
the program, staff will return to 
the Board to modify the pro-
gram, if necessary. 

To be eligible for the free $50 
BART ticket, a military member 
must: 

Be on active duty; 

Be on leave from Afghanistan or 
Iraq; 

Have a valid order from military 
to be on leave; and 

Present order & valid military ID 
card to the Customer Services 
Center at Lake Merritt BART 
Station. 

http://bart.gov/stations/lake/
http://bart.gov/stations/lake/
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CATHAY POST No. 384 

WILL BE HOSTING 

A LUNCHEON TO HONOR 

THE FLEET WEEK ARMED FORCES 

OCTOBER 11, 2010  

1300 Hrs to 1530 Hrs 

1524 Powell St. 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
 

RSVP: Ron Lee 415-756-1898,  roncathaypost384@yahoo.com 
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Commander from page 1 
 
that Bart would be offering free 
Bart Passes to our returning sol-
diers from Iraq and Afghani-
stan.  Passes will be issued at the 
Lake Merritt Bart Station to Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans with 
the proper ID and or-
ders.  Thanks to Bart for their 
generosity.   
 
See you at our next meeting on 
October 9th.  
 

Ron Lee 

Commander 

in addition to attending the Con-
vention, the trip to Milwaukee 
facilitated the best reunion I ever 
had.  

Burk Schmidt (my old pal) and 
his wife Joyce were waiting at 
the airport when I arrived. We 
have gotten much older since we 

last saw 
each other, 
but we  
broke out 
with big 
smiles and 

some tears as we recognized 
each other. He is four years older 
than me and has been working 
in the steel industry since his 
return from Nam. He retired a 
year ago and I noticed all these 
years of hard work have taken a 
toll on him physically. Like a 
typical mid westerner, he is 
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somewhat conservative politi-
cally, and aside from caring for 
his family, his most impor-
tant love is his Harley Davidson. 
They went all out during my 
stay in Milwaukee. They picked 
me up at the hotel at the conclu-
sion of each day's activities and 
tried to show me as much of the 
city as possible. He remembered 
a lot more detail of our Vietnam 
experiences than I did and we 
had a great time reminiscing. All 
in all, I had a wonderful time 
and still can't believe how this 
old friend of mine reappeared 
after 42 years. It just can't get 
any better than this. 

 

Nelson Lum  

3rd Vice Commander  

Vice Chairman, American Legion 
War Memorial Commission  

3rd Vice Commander from 
page 3 

gave to her assistant a copy of 
the War Memorial Commission 
Space Allocation Proposal. 

I want to share another story 
with you.  Although personal, I 
think you will all enjoy it.  About 
two months 
ago, I was 
c o n t a c t e d 
through Face-
book by a per-
s o n  w h o 
was unknown to me at that time.  
It turned out that she is the wife 
of an old pal who served in com-
bat with me in Vietnam. We lost 
touch with each other once we 
returned home and it has been 
42 years since we parted.  As 
luck would have it, my old pal 
lives in Milwaukee.  Therefore, 

Cathay Post at the Ride 2 Recovery Annual Bicycle Ride 

kick off Dinner [South San Francisco Holiday Inn.]    Cathay 

Post donated $500 to the race to support the wounded sol-

diers. 

“I still can’t believe how this old friend of 

mine reappeared after 42 years.” 
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Cathay Post No. 384, 
American Legion,  
Executive Board 

Commander Ron Lee 

1st Vice Commander David Y. Wong 

2nd Vice Commander Jay Pon 

3rd Vice Commander Nelson Lum 

Adjutant Tony Zhang 

Secretary John Li 

Treasurer Edward Wong 

Past Commander & Historian Dale C. 
King 

Chronicle Staff  

Adjutant Tony Zhang is responsible for the 
publication of the Cathay Post Chronicle. 

Post Volunteer Roger Dong is our chief re-
porter. 

Editor Galin Luk is a San Francisco civil trial 
attorney and Marine Corps veteran.   

The editor welcomes article or letter submis-
sions but reserves the right to publish, repub-
lish or not publish any submission and to edit 
articles or letters as appropriate.  Submissions 
must include your name, address, and phone 
number.  The Editor will call to verify authen-
ticity. All submissions should be emailed to the 
Editor at galinluk@hotmail.com by the 25th day 
of the month preceding the next month’s News-
letter.   

The Editor thanks the Chronicle’s new Assistant 
Editor and Chief Technical Director Michael 
Louie. 

Thanks to all our Post Commanders for contrib-
uting to this edition of our Cathay Chronicle.   
Special thanks to professional photographer 
Frank Jang who so generously donated his 
time. And services. 
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