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2021 ELECTION RESULTS ARE IN! 
By Commander Helen Wong 

First of all, I would like to thank all the mem-
bers who took time to attend the May 
meeting either in person or on ZOOM vide-
oconference. How many of us could have 
predicted that we would not have in-person 
contacts outside of your immediate family 
for over a year?  You are part of the new 
generation of doing things different from the 
past, which is not necessarily a bad thing.  
They say if you keep your mind stimulated, 
you are less likely to develop memory loss or 
dementia.  If that is true, we all should be at 
the top of our game!  With that being said, 
here are the results of our May election for 
2021-2022 which had 18 in-person voters & 
4 ZOOM voters: 
 
Commander:  Helen Wong 
1st Vice Commander:  George Tsang 
2nd Vice Commander:  Chuck Paskerian 
Adjutant:  Miguel Ortiz 
Finance Officer:  Anthony Lyau 
Secretary: vacant 
Judge Advocate:  Raymond Wong 
Historian:  Roger Dong 
Sgt-At-Arms:  CJ Reeves 
Chaplain:  Richard Ow 
Service Officer:  David Wong 
Quartermaster:  Philip Leung 
ALWMC Representative:  Chuck Paskerian 

ALWMC Alt. Representative:  Frank Lem 
Delegate to National Convention:   
Nelson Lum 
Alt. Delegate to National Convention:  
Raymond Wong 
Board of Directors:  TBA 
 
Congratulations to the returning officers and 
the members in their new roles!  Thank you 
for accepting the responsibilities of guiding 
the Post in the tasks that has to be done for 
the benefit of all members. I feel very fortu-
nate that I will again be working with a great 
group of veterans who put others in front of 
themselves.  And thank you for the past 
officers (Stan Ellexson, Ernie Stanton) who 
have given many volunteer hours in their 
past roles to help out.   
 
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY INSTALLATION DINNER & AWARDS 
NIGHT: 
Saturday, August 14, 2021 
Far East Café 
631 Grant Ave, San Francisco, CA 94108 
5:30PM  



Mr. Pon served in the U.S. Army and was sta-
tioned at Ft. Bliss, TX.  He was very involved in 
the American Legion Cathay Post and was cred-
ited for bringing new members in because of 
his excellent meals that he served to the mem-
bers.  He also served on the Chinese American 
War Veterans Association (CAWVA) Board for 
many years. Service must run in the Pon family 
as cousins Bok Pon and Bok’s son Jay both 
served as Commanders in the Post. Mr. Pon 
was also very active in the Pon Hoo Young As-
sociation and Hoy Ping Benevolent Association. 
Four members of Cathay Post were present at 
his service, did the flag folding, and   presented 
the flag to his widow, Mrs. Helena Pon.   

 
LTC. John Stevens enlisted in the U.S. Marines 
in 1939, and served nearly 23 years with dis-
tinction.  He was featured in the November 
2020 edition of the Cathay Bulletin when the 
Marine Corps’ 245th birthday was celebrated.  
He also had a lengthy article in the September 
2014 Cathay Dispatch which gives a very good 
background on his experiences in the Marine 
Corps.  With great sadness we say farewell     
to him.  
 
Read more about LTC John Stevens here: 
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/ltcjs.html 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

POST EVERLASTING MAY TRIBUTES 

LTC. John Stevens  

Mr. Lewis Wing Pon 

May 2021 called two members to Post Everlasting:  
Mr. Lewis Wing Pon and  LTC. John Stevens. 

https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/ltcjs.html
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2021 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SERVICES AROUND THE BAY 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
2021 

 
Clockwise from the top: 

CMDR Wong,  
SGT-At-Arms CJ Reeves,  

Nestor Tom at the USS San 
Francisco  Memorial;  

CMDR Wong, SGT-At-Arms 
CJ Reeves at the USS San 

Francisco Memorial;  
SGT-At-Arms CJ Reeves at 

USS San Francisco  
Memorial, Lands End;  
At St. Mary’s Square  

Memorial, San Francisco;  
At Golden Gate  

National Cemetery,  
San Bruno 



We celebrated the Marine Corps’ 244th 
birthday last November 10th and this 
month, we are celebrating the oldest 
branch of the military.  It was organized to 
support militia forces in the War of Inde-
pendence (1775-83).  The Army has the 
most veterans of the (now) six branches, 
and Cathay Post follows suit with almost 
50% of the members having served in the 
Army from World War II to the Global War 
on Terrorism eras.  Over the years, the Ar-
my has expanded from the basic branches 
to include the special branches.  Basic 
branches are: Infantry, Adjutant General’s 
Corps, Corps of Engineers, Finance Corps, 
Quartermaster Corps, Air Defense Artillery 
and Field Artillery, Armor, Ordinance Corps, 
Signal Corps, Chemical Corps, Military Po-
lice Corps, Transportation Corps, Military 
Intelligence, Aviation, and Special Forces.  
Special branches include: Army Medical 
Department, Chaplains, Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps, and Civil Affairs.  Did you 
know there were so many branches? 
 
Here are some of our Legionnaires who 
served in one or more branches of the Army 
during their military career. 

WWII Veteran Harry Lew - I had the pleas-
ure of presenting a Congressional Gold 
Medal for WWII Chinese American Veterans 
to him on April 10, 2021.  He was a member 
of the post when Cathay Post and VFW 
Chinatown Post 4618 were planning a war 
memorial in the late 1940s-early 1950s for 
the WWI & WWII Chinese Americans killed 
while serving our country.  Harry was a TEC 

5 and served with the 727th Amphibious 
Tractor Battalion.  At age 98, he still fits in 
his uniform!   

 
KOREAN WAR Veteran Richard Ow - is 
known to all as the Post Chaplain.  He is a 
long time San Francisco resident who came 
to this country from China as a youngster.  
He was drafted and served with pride.  Rich-
ard gives freely of his time and volunteers 
for many Cathay Post events. 

 
VIETNAM WAR Veteran Nelson Lum - 
served in the 101st Airborne and was a 
combat veteran in Vietnam.  After returning 
home to San Francisco, he eventually was 
hired by the San Francisco Police Depart-
ment where he worked for many years, 
training a lot of the recruits some of whom 
became supervisors and even Chief of Po-
lice in Bay Area cities.  His involvement in 
the American Legion is legendary, having 

served as Post 384 Commander for 4 years,   
American Legion Commission Chair, Area 2 
Commander, and District 8 Commander for 
2 years.    

DESERT STORM ERA Veteran David Adams 
- served many years in the Army & Army 
Reserves.  He was stationed in Korea where 
he learned enough of the language to be 
somewhat fluent.  He has been the Post’s 
Sgt-At-Arms and was very active leading the 
group at parades and other functions.  Re-
cently on May 19, 2021 while working for 
the Post Office as a mail carrier in Oakland, 
he came on a situation where he saw some-
one attacking 3 people.  He yelled at him to 
stop, otherwise he would beat his….(words 
that cannot be repeated). The perp walked 
away instead so David saved two Asians (1 
elderly woman & 1 young woman) and one 
Latino grandmother from being violently 
assaulted and robbed.  It is this kind of 
courage that we need more of in the world. 
 
These are just a few of our members of the 
many who all have stories to tell.  It is 
hoped that as we go to another branch of 
the military at their “birthday” that other 
members will be willing to share some of 
their experiences with us.  So, with that 
heads up, I will be looking for Air Force, 
Navy, Coast Guard veterans to speak up.  (I 
don’t believe we have encountered any 
Space Force veterans yet but maybe in      
the future!) 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

HAPPY 246TH BIRTHDAY TO THE U.S. ARMY 
ON JUNE 14! 

Korean War Veteran Richard Ow 

WWII Veteran Harry Lew 
Photo credit: East Bay Times Photographer  

Ray Chavez 

Vietnam War Veteran Nelson Lum 

Desert Storm Era 
Veteran David Adams 



For many months, Cathay Post has been assisting with presenting 
CGMs to the Veterans registered with the Chinese American Citizens  
Alliance (C.A.C.A.).  Now, for the Veterans or families who haven’t       
received the medal and are registered on the list, the National C.A.C.A. 
Headquarters, 1044 Stockton St, San Francisco will be the site of     
ceremonies where they will receive the bronze medal replicas at one of 
ten sessions.  Sign up was by invitation only and at last check, it was       
almost sold out of free Eventbrite tickets limited to 4 per Veteran so 
possibly 2 more days will be added in July. The ceremonies will be 
broadcast live for those unable to attend. That being said, the events 
will need volunteers to help with taking tickets, with seating Veterans 
and families, with serving refreshments, and all other duties as needed 
on those days.   
 
Please sign up with CMDR. Helen Wong by emailing 
(helenleewong@yahoo.com) or by leaving a message on 650-576-7875.   
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FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER HELEN WONG 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
WWII CHINESE AMERICAN VETERANS 

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
REGIONAL CEREMONY  

COMING TO SAN FRANCISCO  
JULY 3-4-5, 2021 

mailto:helenleewong@yahoo.com?subject=GOLD%20MEDAL%20REGIONAL%20CEREMONY%20


On May 23, 2021, the APAPA S.F. Chapter held a 
huge luncheon at the Far East Café Restaurant, 
which has been rescued from Covid 19, and will 
remain open. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss important topics for our City, and the 
Chinese Community, including   Safety and    
Security, and Reimagining the Future:             
Education & Unity.   
 
It was very well attended and Legion Cathay 
Post was an invited guest. We had the following 

Comrades present representing our Post: 
 Commander Helen Wong, Past CMDR Nelson 
Lum, 1st Vice CMDR George Tsang, 2nd Vice 
CMDR Chuck Paskerian, Chaplain Richard Ow, 
and in-coming Judge Advocate Ray Wong.    Also 
at the event but sitting at other tables were Post 
members David Wong and Anthony Lyau. 
 
Please note picture of 2nd Vice CMDR Chuck 
with Mayor Breed. Chuck’s cousin is Mayor 
Breed’s PR Head. 

Above: photos  from the APAPA luncheon:  
2nd Vice Chuck Paskerian with Mayor Breed, Our Cathay Officers,  AG Rob Bonta 
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FROM OFFICE OF 2ND VICE COMMANDER CHUCK PASKERIAN 

THE APAPA LUNCHEON  

Above: Photos from Memorial Day, St. Mary’s 

ST MARY’S SQUARE CEREMONY HONORING OUR  
CHINESE VETERANS ON MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 30, 2021 

At this moving service, Chaplain Ow spoke of the great sacri-
fices of our Chinese Veterans, including some gave all for a 
country that had been discriminating against Chinese for      
so long.     

We recently wrote about the Memorial that it had been re-
furbished by the VFW Post 4618, and our Legion Post 384.  It 
looked very nice for our Memorial Service, as you can see 
from the included pictures. 



Pag

FROM OUR SERGEANT AT ARMS CJ REEVES 

June, much like its cousin July, is just as 
much packed with material relating to 
patriotism and military history.  It does 
feature, after all, Flag Day on June 14th.  
We usually see the many articles about 
the history of the flag.  What you may not 
know, is that Flag Day was set for June 
14th, as it was the founding of the US 
Army in 1775, making it one of the oldest 
branches, after the National Guard, which 
was founded December 13, 1636.  So, 
Happy 246th Birthday to the US Army.  
Where will you be in 4 years for the aus-
picious 250th Birthday of the US Army??   
 
Speaking of flags, are you, by chance, a 
Vexillologist?  A Vexillologist is someone 
who actively engages in the academic 
study of flags.  Are you a person con-
cerned with the scientific study of the 

history, symbolism and usage of flags? Do 
you have a general interest in flags? Then 
you are most likely a Vexillologist.  Vexil-
lology is the study of flags.  The word 
comes from the Latin for banner, Vexil-
lum.  Simply put, if you like banners and 
flags, then you are a Vexillologist. 
 
But first, keeping in chronological order, 
what about “Day-Day”?  June 6, 1944 is 
most commonly referred to as D-Day.  
Yes, the D simply stands for Day.  In the 
Military, D-Day or H-Hour is the day or 
hour in which a combat attack or opera-
tion is to be initiated.  Thus, 6/6/44 
marked the beginning of the end to the 
German Empire.  It also gave us the famil-
iar codenames such as Operation Over-
lord and Operation Neptune.  Our French 
cousins across the pond remain forever 

grateful to us and the world for their lib-
eration from the Germans and Hitler. 
Just as important, June also generates 
images of Fishing and Fathers.  Did you 
know that June 18th is slated for National 
Go-Fishing Day.  I thought a poem about 
the joys of going fishing would be most 
appropriate here. My hope is that you 
enjoy this poem as much as I do. 

GOING FISHING 

 

Hurry kids and do your chores 

If you would go a fishing 

Wash the dishes, make the beds 

Sweep up in the kitchen 

 

Feed the chickens, milk the cow 

Turn her in the pasture 

Fill the wood box to the brim 

Can’t you do it faster 

 

Run down to the old red barn 

Give the mules some fodder 

When you finish with that chore 

There’s nothing else to bother 

Close the gate, it’s growing late 

Know what you are missing 

Works all done, let’s have some fun 

For we are going fishing 

From fishing, we move on to fathers.  Fathers are appreciated on their own day this year, Sunday, June 20th.  There is a special bond  
between dads and daughters.  Please accept this small celebratory token to honor that special bond to all Dads around the world. 

SMALL DAUGHTER 

 

Small daughter playing grown-up 

Slips on an evening gown 

On her curls, she pins a hat 

High-heeled shoes complete the set 

 

A drop of this, a dab of that 

With painted lips and shadowed eyes 

Around her neck, a string of pearls 

She looks like any teenaged girl 

 

Spying father in the door 

She tossed her pretty curl 

I’m glad she’s not a grown-up 

Just daddy’s little girl 

 

 

 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY! 
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FROM OUR SERGEANT AT ARMS CJ REEVES 

This brings us to one of our newest observances called 
Juneteenth Day.  Always on June 19th and short for June Nine-
teenth, Juneteenth celebrates and symbolizes the end of slavery 
in the United States.  President Abraham Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862.  However, it 
wasn’t until June 19, 1865 that all slaves were finally freed.  That 
concluding event, which took nearly 3 years, was when General 
Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, Texas with his troops and 
issued Order Number 3.  It was only then, that the last of the 
slaves were finally freed.  The formal end of slavery was marked 
by the passing of the 13th amendment of the constitution. 
What does this have to do with California, you ask? 
 
In 1945, Juneteenth was introduced in San Francisco by an immi-
grant from Texas, Wesley Johnson.   

So, is Juneteenth a holiday in California, you ask? 
 
Glad you asked.  Last year, in September, Santa Clara County 
supervisors voted unanimously to declare Juneteenth an official 
county holiday, a first among California counties.  Starting this 
month, June 19, 2021, Juneteenth will be a PAID holiday for 
county employees to recognize the end of slavery in the United 
States.  Many states followed suit, including New York and New 
Jersey.  Hawaii, and the Dakotas got some soul-searching to do in 
order to catch up with us. 
 
“We must learn to live together as brothers, or perish as fools” – 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

THE AMERICAN FLAG 

 

Flag of our nation 

Long may you wave 

Under sunny blue skies 

Through long endless days 

 

You fly over a grave 

Of a soldier brave and true 

Who gave his young life 

In defense of you 

 

You fly on the ships 

That go out to sea 

 

 

Wherever you wave  

All men are free 

 

Flag of our nation 

Your image is in my heart 

And as long as you wave 

We shall never part 

 

Flag of our nation 

All America loves you 

Put them together 

That’s red, white and blue 
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FROM OUR SERGEANT AT ARMS CJ REEVES 

Please take a minute out of your hectic 
schedule to join in this momentous event, 
which is sponsored and fully sanctioned 
by the American Legion around the world. 
Pause for the Pledge Day 2021 takes 
place June 14 at 7pm Eastern.  Take a 
moment to recite and reflect. 
 
Did you know that the military uses the 
Julian calendar? 
 
Nothing wrong with that, except the wall 
calendars we use daily are Gregorian cal-
endars. 
 
That’s right!  With June being famous for 
fathers, I thought it pertinent to pay hom-
age to the father of our present-day Gre-
gorian calendar, none other than Grego-
ry.  It also happens to be his 500th birth-
day in Julian time but, his 499th birthday 
in Gregorian time.  A famous birthday, 
long ago, on June 7, 1502, was Pope 
Gregory XIII, who invented the Gregorian 
calendar in 1582 when he was 80 years 
old, which is the same calendar in use 
today, except in the military.  The military 
uses the Julian date system because it 
makes it easier to determine how long 
something was or was not mission-
capable over a period of time. You may 
have been even directly and personally 
impacted by this, if you ever received an 

OER/EER.  During my military career, I 
remember doing many Officer Evaluation 
Reports (OER) and several Enlisted Evalu-
ation Reports (EER).  Each time a Change 
of Rater Report was initiated, an OER/EER 
had to be completed.  These reports had 
to be calculated to the day and this was 
done by counting the days on the Julian 
calendar.  Like it or not, you were affect-
ed by the anachronistic Julian calendar.  
Today’s date is 29 May 2021 and that is 
21149 in Julian Date.  The main difference 
between Julian and Gregorian calendars 
is that an average year in the Julian calen-
dar is 365.25 days while an average year 
in the Gregorian calendar is 365.2425 
days.  The Gregorian calendar is the nor-
mal calendar we currently use to deter-
mine the date.  We are slightly younger 
using the Gregorian calendar and we have 
Pope Gregory XIII to thank for that.  Who 
ever said time is fleeting and/or arbitrary 
wasn’t lying. 
 
Did you know that there are over 40, yes 
forty, world calendars in use today? 
 
Many different calendars have been de-
veloped over the millennia to help people 
organize their lives.  According to a recent 
estimate, there are about 40 calendars 
used in the world today, particularly for 
determining religious dates.  So, if you 

follow the Assyrian calendar with 6,772 
years, the Chinese calendar with 4,720 
years or the 2,021 years in the present-
day Gregorian calendar just know that 
time is relative.  Enjoy it while you can 
and make the most of it. 
 
Do you have the correct time? 
 
Chances are you don’t.  A bunch of bolo-
gna? Pope Gregorius (Latin), who was 
christened Ugo Boncompagni, was born 
in the city of Bologna, which gave us the 
famous bologna sandwich. 
 
Happy 499th Birthday to Pope Gregory 
XIII (Who said 13 was lucky?) or Gregory 
XIV (14th in Julian) 

PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE 

Above: Pope Gregory VIII, and the Gregorian calendar formats 



ROGER’S OSINT REPORT  

ARE WE GOING TO GO TO WAR WITH CHINA? 
THE TAIWAN TINDERBOX? 

The author of these article is our Cathay Post Historian, Roger S. Dong, who was an intelligence officer in our Air 
Force and Department of Defense for 32 years. He specialized in China and Asia and served as an Air Attaché, or 

On May 1, 2021, the Economist called 
"Taiwan the Most Dangerous Place on 
Earth." The rationale for that statement is 
based on military operations by the Chinese 
Navy and Air Force, and our Navy's Surveil-
lance/Intelligence operations in the South 
China Sea.  Taiwan is a democracy and a 
friend of America for decades.  We have 
based our troops on Taiwan, until we recog-
nized China as the only China, and withdrew 
our military and all official government rep-
resentatives from Taiwan.  We maintained 
close ties by stationing unofficial officials and 
retired military officers to Taiwan.   
 
In the last four years, we have been selling 
upgraded F-16s, air defense systems and 
consultation on building submarines to Tai-
wan.  Taiwan with a strong military would be 
a deterrent to China attempting force Taiwan 
to reunite with China.  Tensions between 
China and America are very high now as Chi-
nese jets have circled Taiwan.  
 
Despite the heighten tensions, there is no 
evidence in China, or Taiwan of going on war 
readiness. 
 
There is no evidence that the civilian leaders 
in China, Taiwan or the U.S. are thinking 
about going to war over Taiwan.  Civilian 
leaders understand that a war would have 
very negative consequences, no matter who 
wins.  The impact on global trade and econo-
my would be severe.  How severe, no one 
knows. 
 
A few American senior military officers, 
noting the advances in the Chinese military 
opine that we should take on China now, 
before it gets stronger.  Likewise a few senior 
Chinese officers believe that they are strong 
enough now with their very large guided 
missile inventory to seriously threaten our 
large Navy vessels (carriers and destroyers).  
 
The economic relations between China and 
Taiwan are huge, and trade between the two 
countries is essential to the economies of 
both countries.  Several million Taiwan busi-
nessmen own homes in China and their fami-
lies reside in China several months each year.  
There are many marriages of Chinese and 

their "relatives" from Taiwan.  Shanghai has 
two residential areas known as Little Taipei. 
 
Taiwanese businessmen are a major bridge 
between many American companies includ-
ing Apple, GM, Microsoft, Google.  The Tai-
wanese connection is invaluable for handling 
all worker/personnel issues. The H/R issues 
and costs normally needed for an American 
workforce go away. Retirement programs 
and costs go away, as do law suits.  
 
Most people do not realize that both General 
Motors and Ford sell more cars in China, 
than they do in America.   
 
Resident American businesses also have a 
huge stake in China.  There are thousands of 
Starbucks, Mc Donald’s, Kentucky Fried 
Chickens, Burger Kings, Pizza Hut, iHop, Dairy 
Queen, Carl's Jr, Domino's Pizza, Dunkin Do-
nuts, Hardees, Hard Rock Cafes, Outback 
Steakhouse, Sizzler, Ruby Tuesdays, TGI Fri-
days, Tony Roma’s, Baskin Robbins,  Krispy 
Kreme, Long John Silver, Papa John’s Pizza, 
Subway, Popeye’s, Taco Bell, and even a 
Hooters in China. Visit China a see what real 
American fast food is like.  
 
Everyday our buyers and consultants repre-
senting Costco, Walmart, Macy's, Bed and 
Bath, and hundreds of American companies 
are in China contracting for products made in 
China for Americans.  Many American con-
sultants are necessary to tailor the goods for 
the Market.   A conflict between China and 
America would drastically disrupt supply 
chains (and profits) for hundreds of business-
es and thousands of products used in Ameri-
ca and the rest of the world.  Our allies do 
not want an American/China conflict as they 
do not want us to force them to choose 
sides.  Our allies such as Australia, Japan, 
Germany, South Korea, Brazil, Singapore, the 
Philippines all trade heavily with China and 
their economies will suffer significant eco-
nomic decline in a US-China war. 
 
The issue of semiconductors is relevant issue 
that affects China and Taiwan relations. Sem-
iconductors are critical for all major nations. 
Taiwan's Taiwan Semiconductor Manufactur-
ing Company, TSMC, makes and sells the 

most advanced semiconductor chips to Chi-
na.  This capability to make the most ad-
vance chips does not exist in China. The civil-
ian leaders in China are acutely aware of the 
importance of TSMC to the economic devel-
opment of China. TSMC is opening major 
semiconductor plants in America.  If China 
attacks Taiwan, it would take very little effort 
to destroy the sophisticated chip making 
machines in Taiwan.  China would suffer 
major setback in their economic develop-
ment if TSMC could not supply China with 
advanced semiconductors.   
 
The Chinese have indicated long ago, that 
the declaration of independence by Taiwan 
would be a red line, which mean China 
would take military action to merge the two 
countries.  While the majority party, the DPP, 
would like independence, in recent years the 
pressure for declaring independence is 
muffled.   
 
On the Chinese side, the seven civilian mem-
bers of the Politboro Standing Committee 
(PSC) all are engineers or scientists with 
PhDs., all want to achieve the Chinese 
Dream. A major war with a major power like 
the United States, would shatter that dream 
for many years.  They will talk a tough game, 
but will not pull the trigger.  
 
Additionally, the only entity in China that can 
take down the CCP is their military.  Going to 
a major war would give their generals the 
power to make national decisions and dimin-
ish the CCPs power.  That is an issue that is 
unspoken but is always of concern to the PSC 
leaders.  Mr. Chou Yung-kang, was a member 
of the PSC for several years until he got too 
Continued on page 12 … SEE CHINA 
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The F-35 is our newest, stealthiest fighter 
jet that has only been operational a few 
years, but according to Air Force Maga-
zine, is in a lot of trouble, because up-
grading costs keep going up, obtaining 
spare parts is an issue, maintenance costs 
are very high and we don't have enough 
maintenance personnel to properly sup-
port our latest operational fighter. The F-
35 is constantly being improved with 
technical advances, including               navi-
gation software, and electronic                         
warfare improvements.   
 
Operationally, the Air Force is pleased 
that the fighter has met its performance        
expectations.  
 
This all sounds logical and inspiring, but if 
the cost is too high, we need a better so-
lution.  In recent times, it is costing 
$36,ooo per flying hour to keep the F-35 
operating.  The contractor, Lockheed Mar-

tin, says it will try to get the cost down to 
$25,000 per flying hour by 2025.  Adjust-
ed for 3% inflation, the cost will be over 
$32,000 per flying hour in 2025.    
 
Bottom line, it is hard to figure out how 
the Air Force can build its fleet of F-35s up 
to its desired fleet of 1,763 fighters with 
the high cost to maintain the fighter and 
also shortage of parts and trained mainte-
nance personnel. 

 
We cannot abandon the program, and the 
forced solution is that we will not be able 
to slow down acquiring more fighters      
so that we can pay and maintain  our       
current fleet. 
 
One obvious potential solution is to con-
tinue developing our pilotless drones.  
Drones are already in our future plans, we 
just need to develop drones that are more 
than surveillance /intelligence platforms, 
or decoys, or support missions for our 
piloted fighters and bombers.   I sense 
there are people who are already plan-
ning for a much bigger role for drones, if 
true, we must also focus on attracting and 
training more drone drivers.  There is 
currently a shortage  of  drone drivers. 
 
Simultaneously, we must develop our 
Continued on page 12… SEE F-35 
 

OUR F-35 ISSUES  

DRONES ARE NOW A SECURITY RISK 

You may have seen a few in your neigh-
borhood, especially in open areas like 
large parks.  
 
They are also droning around airports, 
crossing our borders smuggling drugs and 
contraband, overflying our nuclear sites, 
and flying near and int0 our airport air-
space.  Drones, per se, are not a problem, 
but some people who fly them are a 
problem.  They are a threat to safety and 
lives, loitering near or actually over and 
into air traffic lanes.  They are a national 
security threat when they fly around our 
nuclear plants.   
 
The primary builder of drones is the Chi-
nese drone maker, DJI from Shenchen 
China, which is called China's Silicon Val-
ley. DJI makes 70% of all the commercial 
drones in the world.  There are over 
800,000 registered drones in America, 
with annual sales over $1 billion.  Our 
government agencies own many drones.  

Our Department of Interior owned 800 
drones to conduct its mission quicker and 
more effective than driving trucks or us-
ing helicopters.  Many police depart-
ments and fire departments use drones. 
 
Like most advanced technology, drone 
technology can be used for good, or evil. 
On 4 August 2018, two DJI drones      
detonated explosives near Avenida Bolí-
var, Caracas in an apparent attempt               
to assassinate Venezuelan president                 
Nicolás Maduro. 

In January 2015, a casual user of a DJI 
drone flew out of control range, and 
crashed into the White House's         
south lawn. 
 
The FAA has tightened regulations and 
drone pilots are now required certifica-
tion a drone pilot license.   Drone pilots 
who are not trained and have the own 
objectives and motives are hard to identi-
fy, so we will have a problem with drones 
for some time.  
 
Detection of small, slow moving drones is 
difficult for conventional radars. 
 
Homeland Security is now seeking tech-
nologies that will detect the presence of 
drones of all sizes and capabilities.  
 
Read more about this topic: See DRONE 
RISK at this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/
rc.html 
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Above: Drone photo 

Above: USAF F-35 
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China produces more than 90% of the 
world's manganese products, which is 
now used to strengthen steel, and im-
proving the strength and lifespan of 
batteries, a key value for the performance 
of electric vehicles (EV).   
 
China's metal industries already dominate 
the world's processing of most raw mate-
rials for rechargeable batteries, such as 
cobalt and nickel.   75% of the global lithi-
um ion batteries and 50% of all electric 

vehicles are made in China. The major 
sources for quality Manganese (Mn) are in 
Africa (Botswana) and Australia.  
 
She has centralized control of the supply 
of key products, coordinating prices, 
stockpiling, and networks for mutual ben-
efit to all Chinese participants. While Mn 
is available in many locations, most of the 
world's Mn refining rests in China. 
 
Mn is an excellent and a cheaper substi-

tute for cobalt.  Mn is 1 tenth the cost of 
cobalt, and will help reduce the cost of 
the producing EVs by 30%. 
 
The most important company in China is 
Ningxia Tianyuan Management Industry 
Group, the largest producer of steel 
strengthening Mn.   
 
Source:  "Chinese Tightly Control Key Met-
al," Chuin Wei  Yep, WSJ, May 22-23, 2021 
B1, B11 
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ANOTHER CHINESE COUP? 

THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY COMMANDANT 
SOUNDS OFF ON RACISM  
Several years ago, before the current pan-
demic and the recent Black Lives Matter 
movements, African American cadets 
were confronted with racial slurs at our 
Air Force Academy (AFA).  The issue was 
brought to the attention of Lt. General Jay 
Silveria, Commandant, Air Force Academy 
(AFA).  Silveria promptly called an all 
hands meeting [total faculty and cadets of 
5,500 people] and made one of the bold-
est statements about humanity, especial-
ly the diversity in our Country and at the 

Academy.  First noting that America and 
the AFA population included people of all 
races and colors, the General reminded 
that America was a nation of diversity and 
that there was a lot of power in diversity.  
Americans came from different genders, 
different races and all different back-
grounds.  Our diversity makes America 
more powerful.  In his precise words, 
these were the most important points in 
his comments: 
 

"If you can't treat someone with dignity 
and respect, you need to get out. 
"If you can't treat someone from another 
race, with dignity and respect, you need 
to get out (of the Academy)." 
 
Source:  
"Hear Lt Gen. Jay Silveria's full speech 
about racism at the Air Force Academy," 
CBS Evening News, Sept 29, 2017                                             
https://youtu.be/hkUrnHT1VvI 
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CHINA 
...Continued from page 10 
 
close to several Chinese generals, so he 
was ousted.  Chou was also head of inter-
nal defense, so his close friendship with 
the generals gave him too much power, so 
the was convicted of corruption and 
stripped of all power.  This is an example 
of how the civilian leaders in the PSC        
are paranoid about giving power to              
the generals.   
 
While we need to keep an eye on China 
and Taiwan, unless the Taiwans declare 
independence, the likelihood of China 
using their military to take Taiwan back is 
not likely in the near term.   Their strong 
trade and other economic connections are 

too important to jeopardize with potential 
for war with the United States.  
 
Read more about this topic: See CHINA at 
this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html  

F-35  
…Continued from page 11 
 
cyber capabilities to command our offen-
sive drone air forces, and include a robust 
electronic command and control capabili-
ties to deal with foes who will be trying to 
destroy or jam our GPS and other airborne 
command and control networks. 
 

Our active Air Force has built in inclina-
tion to resist computers replacing pilots.  
Most of our senior Air Force Command-
ers are pilots, or former pilots.  A robotic 
Air Force is a threat to our Airmen who 
love flying.  However, reality and future 
combat requirements will over-ride the 
biases of old pilots. 
 
Source: "Make -or-Break Time for the F-
35," John A. Tirpak, Air Force Magazine, 
May 2021, P40-43. 

https://youtu.be/hkUrnHT1VvI
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html


Most people have been spoofed, but did 
not know it. Spoofing is the art of disguising 
communications by changing the identifica-
tion of the real source to a third source. In 
recent years most people using email have 
received email purportedly from a known 
source, but in fact was a spoof to mislead. I, 
and most of my friends, have received re-
quests for emergency money from a 
"friend", but it was actually from a scammer 
who was intended to be the real recipient, 
if I, or you, decided to send funds to help a 
friend who was in need. 
 
In the world of foreign intrigue spoofing in 
communications is often used to misdirect 
security forces about the real location of a 
target. The target can be a person or per-
sons of interest, or anything that needs to 

be eliminated by an     armed drone. 
The greatest spoofer in recent history is our 
old friend, Vladimir Putin. When he leaves 
home, his security team always travels in 
advance to protect him.  When Putin travels 
to point A, anyone trying to track him elec-
tronically will be directed to point B (usually 
an airport).  When he is at home, any elec-
tronic tracker will be spoofed to the wrong 
location. See Source: 
 
Putin is under 24 hour electronic security, 
which always spoofs his location. The rea-
son? National leaders, such as the popular 
Vladimir Putin, are always a target for 
drone assassination.  So all VIPs need to be 
guarded 24/7/365 to  stay alive. 
 
We don't discuss this openly, but trust that 

our Secret Service is also electronically 
guarding whomever is our President, or 
Vice President, 24/7/365.   We can assume 
that when our senior national leaders, civil-
ian or military, are traveling, are also guard-
ed 24/7 from a potential drone assassina-
tion attempt.  Drones have put assassins 
with long rifles out of business.  Tsk, tsk ...  
 
Source: "Russia is Tricking GPS to Protect 
Putin," Elias Groll, Foreign Policy,            
April 3, 2019 
 
Read more about this topic: See SPOOF 
at this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html 
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HAVE YOU BEEN SPOOFED? 

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE SEMICONDUCTOR CHIP WORLD? 

Many people were very surprised to learn 
that we do not make the newest and most 
powerful semiconductor chips in the world 
anymore. And we do not even make enough 
semiconductor chips to supply our American 
companies, such GM, Ford and other auto-
mobile manufacturers which has caused our 
the entire American automobile manufac-
turing firms to delay our production waiting 
for future chip orders to be filled from Asian 
chipmakers. The thousands of orders for the 
new Ford 150 EV recently  announced, are 
not going to be ready for   delivery soon.   
 
It is reported that the 75% of all advanced 
semiconductor chips are now manufactured 
in Asia, primarily in Taiwan and South Korea. 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Com-
pany (TSMC) now produces semiconductor 
chips for the whole world, and its best chips 
are 30% faster than our American leader,                     
Intel Corporation.   
 
According to a 60 Minutes, TSMC has begun 
building 10 semiconductor plants in Arizona.  
Each plant costs $10 billion, so 10 TSMC 
plants will cost $100 billion dollars.   When 
these plants are completed, most of the 
world's most advanced chips will be made in 
America.  This technical development is a 
game changer.  There are so many products 

today that require advanced chips. 
 
TSMC is a firm originated by Dr. Morris 
Chang, a Chinese American, who was edu-
cated at MIT and Stanford University, and 
worked at Texas Instruments for 25 years 
before deciding to open TSMC in Hsinchu, 
Taiwan.  TMSC was the first, and now the 
largest and most advanced semiconductor 
firm in the world. The TSMC story is unusual 
and stunning.   
 
Thousands of today's electronic products 
require advanced chips.  Every cell phone, 
computer or digital cameras/watches, tele-
visions, washing machines, refrigerators and 
even LED bulbs require a chip.    
 
Many components of computer networks 
like ATMs for banks, medical networks to 
link medical staffs to patients and life sup-
port systems (medical alert devices and 

elderly care robots), emergency networks 
for police and firefighters, mass transporta-
tion system management, and even the 
simple rice cooker needs a chip to cook     
rice perfectly. 
 
TSMC is also a major provider of semicon-
ductors to China.  China is trying to make 
advanced semiconductors, but its technolo-
gy is years behind TSMC.  Its path forward 
has been obstructed as it needs the most 
advanced chip making technology from the  
Dutch firm, ASML. ASML's chip making tech-
nology enables TSMC to build a single chip  
that can store a billion circuits.  When his 
staff briefed former President Donald Trump 
about the capabilities of ASML, he con-
vinced ASML not to sell its technology         
to China. 
 
Like all advanced nations, access to ad-
vanced semiconductors is very important to 
the continued development of modern Chi-
na.  TSMC supplies China with semiconduc-
tors, if China were to attack Taiwan, TSMC's 
chip making machines can easily and quickly 
be sabotaged.  That would cut off a vital 
supply of semiconductors needed by China 
to continue its economic competitiveness.    
IMO, the seven Chinese leaders who man-
Continued on page 14... See CHIP 
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A VERY SERIOUS NATIONAL SECURITY THREAT 

The May 7, 2021 disruption to Colonial Pipe-
line illustrates how a foreign organization, 
purported to be merely a criminal ransomware 
hack, shut down a major energy pipeline for 
days even after a $4.4 million dollar ransom 
was paid immediately.  The malware, once 
deployed, steals data, encrypts systems using 
Salsa20 and RSA-1024 encryption protocols, 
and executes an encoded PowerShell com-
mand to delete volume shadow copies.  The 
decrypto keys provided to Colonial computer 
managers did not return full function to the 
network.  
 
The Colonial Pipeline Company supplied gaso-
line, diesel, and jet fuel for civilian and govern-
ment organizations from the Gulf Coast to 
New Jersey.  Most gas stations ran out of gas 
in Washington D.C., and several states served 
by Colonial. Even our military stations, includ-
ing Andrews AFB could not be serviced with 
fuel.   
 
This created a mini-crisis when we were not in 
a major crisis.  Had it occurred during a time of 
crisis, the harm could have been enormous. 
 
Who was responsible?   
 

The FBI confirms that the Darkside ransom-
ware is responsible for the compromise of the 
Colonial Pipeline network. DarkSide is a group 
believed to have been active since the summer 
of 2020. DarkSide's malware is offered under a 
Ransomware-as-a-Service (RaaS) model, and 
once a system has been breached, ransom-
ware payment demands can range from 
$200,000 to $2,000,000.   
 
Over 100 billion bytes of data was stolen that 
revealed data from civilian d government cli-
ents of Colonial Pipeline.   
DarkSide is either Russian or East European 
based organization.  The criminal organization 
alleges it donates a small part of its ransom 
booty to charities.  It claims no affiliation with 
any government which gives some plausible 
denial to Vladimir Putin.  
 
It is logical to assume that these operations are 
in fact blessed or supported by the Kremlin (or 
maybe some other enemy).  The magnitude of 
real and potential damage to America has 
occurred, and this is exactly what Putin wants 
for revenge for our economic sanctions. We 
have known of Russian, (and to a lesser de-
gree, Chinese) digital probes of our utilities for 
several years. 

These threatening hacks require a strong re-
sponse from us, but we might be holding back 
and not reveal our capabilities, as playing our 
hand now, will give any opposition to develop 
a defense for our offensive capabilities. We 
demonstrated some of our offensive capabili-
ties in the Stuxnet cyber operation against Iran 
in 2010.  
 
Read more about this topic- See COLONIAL at 
this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html 

Damage to any of our large energy networks will be very dangerous if they are disrupted in a time of crisis  
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CHIP 
Continued from page 13 
 
age China, all with PhDs in science, must be 
aware of the importance of semiconduc-
tors to the future of China, and will weigh 
the risk to China, if they attack Taiwan and 
lose access to their most important source 
of advanced semiconductors.  
 
The country that controls the capability to 
make the most powerful semiconductor 
chips in the world, will have great leverage 
in the world.  That will be America when 
the ten TSMC "fabs," are built in America.  
 
Read more about this topic: See CHIP 
at this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html 

Above: The Colonial Energy Network 

The whole world must realize that Covid-19 is 
not easy to eradicate.  As long as the virus has 
not been totally eliminated, a few asympto-
matic victims can infect many others.  In Tai-
wan, after 253 days of minimal infections and 
only 12 deaths, the infections exploded.  First 
29 new cases, followed the next day with 18o 
cases, followed by 206 cases, next 333 cases.  
In four days there was a record surge.  
 
How did Covid rear its ugly head?   
 
Late last month (April), flight crews from the 
national carrier, China Airlines, and a Taoyuan 
airport Novotel,  hosted a gathering of a quar-
antined flight crews and Taiwanese flight en-
thusiasts who did some celebrating. Both par-
ties have been fined, but the virus had already 
started a resurgence.  

The hot spots are now in the capitol Taipei and 
New Taipei city with dense populations.  This is 
a reminder that Covid does not discriminate, it 
just loves warm bodies.  Even animals are 
victims, absent the best target, humans of all 
ages.  Whether a victim survives or not, does 
not appear to influence Covid attacks. 
 
The local media reports that there has been a 
run on toilet paper and paper towels at the 
local Costco warehouses.  When humans pan-
ic, why do we all tend do the same thing? 
 
 
Read more about this topic: See COVID 
at this link:  
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html 

WARNING TO THE WHOLE WORLD ...  

Taiwan was an example of discipline and adherence to Covid prevention stand-
ards, then after 8+ months, the virus surfaced with vengeance. 

https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html
https://www.sfcathaypost384.org/rc.html
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MAY PHOTO ALBUM 

What Has Our Sergeant @ Arms 

Been Up To 

This Past Month? 

TOP ROW: CJ dresses up for June PRIDE; National Kissing Day 6/19 - CJ kisses flipper in the Caribbean for kissing day 6/19; MIDDLE 
ROW: World Bike Day 6/3 – CJ gets bike for World Bike Day 6/3;CJ plays TAPS at USS San Francisco on Memorial Day;  BOTTOM 
ROW: Memorial Day at VA – CJ plays bugle for veterans at CLC, Forkattack! – CJ tries to put a fork in his dinner to see if it’s done,  
CJ sports a Mona Lisa tie at the VA as a sign of getting back to normal. 
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SOLUTIONS TO MAY’S PUZZLES 
Did you solve everything? 

PUZZLE PAGE 

WORD SEARCH SOLUTION 

JUMBLE SOLUTION 

KNOW THE SIGNS OF A CRISIS: Recognizing red flags  and 
knowing when to get help can make a difference in a veteran’s life. 
Read more at:  
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/education/signs-of-crisis 
  
If you feel you are in a crisis, whether or not you are thinking about 
killing yourself, please call. The Veterans Crisis Line connects Veter-
ans in crisis and their families and friends with qualified, caring Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs responders through a confidential toll-free 
hotline, online chat, or text. People have called for help with substance 
abuse, economic worries, relationship and family problems, sexual 
orientation, illness, getting over abuse, depression, mental and physi-
cal illness, and even loneliness.  

 
 
CALL: Veterans and their loved ones can call (800) 273-8255 and 
Press 1 to speak with a caring and qualified responder. 
 
TEXT: Veterans and loved ones can also send a text message 
to 838255 to receive confidential support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year, or call your local 24-hour mental health crisis line.  
 
Veteran Combat Call Center - Combat vets and families can call any 
time 24/7/365: 1 (800) 927-8387 to speak with other combat vets and 
families about any issues from military experience to readjusting to   
civilian life. 
 
CHAT ONLINE:  Veterans Chat 24/7/365 Confidential Support is just 
a Click Away. If you’re a Veteran in crisis or concerned about one, re-
sponders at the Veterans Crisis Line online chat offer help that can 
make a difference. Caring, qualified VA professionals are standing by to 
provide free and confidential support: 
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat 

WHAT DO ALL THESE HISTORIC PLACES HAVE IN COMMON? 
 These places are CALIFORNIA LANDMARKS  

ANGEL ISAND 
ASILOMAR  
   STATE BEACH 
BIG FOUR HOUSE 
BODIE 
CASA DE  
   ESTUDILLO 
COLOMA 
COLUMBIA 
COMMANDER’S  
   HOUSE 
DONNER CAMP 
FOLSOM  
   POWERHOUSE 

FORT ROSS 
HEARST CASTLE 
JACK LONDON 
JOSE CASTRO 
LA PURISIMA 
LARKIN 
LOCKE BOARDING 
MENDOCINO  
   WOODLANDS 
MISSION  
   SANTA INES 
MONTEREY  
   OLD TOWN 
 

OLD  
   SACRAMENTO 
PETALUMA 
   ADOBE 
PONY EXPRESS 
SAN JUAN 
   BAUTISTA 
SONOMA 
STANFORD  
   LATHROP 
SUTTERS FORT 
WATTS TOWERS 

The mystery creature is: 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/education/signs-of-crisis
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
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PUZZLE PAGE 

WORD SEARCH TIME 
SUMMER IS HERE 

And that means it’s time for America’s National pastime! Did you know that the song “Take me out of the ball game” is one 
of the most popular songs associated with baseball ? It is also the sport’s anthem. This song was written by Jack Norworth 

and Albert Von Tilzer, who have both never actually been to a baseball game before writing the song. It continues to be one 
of the most popular songs in the United States, at par with “Happy Birthday” and the country’s national anthem.   

Find all the words to reveal a two word phrase that you hear at every game. Good Luck! 

WORK SPACE 

CAN YOU SUDOKU? 
SURE YOU CAN!  How do I play Sudoku? 

Sudoku is a logic game so you just need to use your brain to play it! The goal is to fill the grid, so that each row, each column 
and each region of 3x3 boxes contains all the numbers from 1 to 9.Good Luck! 

BASELINE 
BULLPEN 
BUNT 
CHALK 
CHAMPION 
CLEATS 
CURVEBALL 
DOUBLE 
DUGOUT 
EARNEDRUN 
FAIRBALL 
FOUL 
GLOVES 
GRANDSLAM 
HELMET 
HOMEPLATE 
HOMERUN 
INNINGS 
LEMONADE 
LINEDRIVE 
LINEUP 

MANAGER 
MITTS 
MVP 
NOHITTER 
OUTFIELD 
PITCHER 
SHORTHOP 
SHORTSTOP 
STOLEN 
SUNSHINE 
WALK 
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JUNE 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       
JUNE IS PTSD AWARENESS MONTH 

 

Not all wounds are visible. Many of our heroes bring the burden of war home.  
 

Know the symptoms:  

Reliving the event ● Avoiding things that remind you of the event ● Having more negative thoughts 

and feelings than before the event occurred ● Feeling on edge 
 

Know the ways to get help:  

Call 911 ● Visit the ER ● Contact the Veterans Crisis Line: 800-273-8255 and press 1, or text 838255.  
 

Help raise PTSD awareness 
Learn more: https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/index.asp 

POST 
MEETING 
11:00 AM 

CATHAY POST 384 — 1524 POWELL ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

ALWMC  
MEETING  

3:00 PM 
 

DIST 8  
MEETING 
4:00 PM 

JUNE IS: 

PTSD AWARENESS MONTH 

6/13 -  6/19:  
NATIONAL FLAG WEEK 

FUN FACT: The summer solstice, also known as the June solstice 
occurs when the sun reaches its highest and northernmost point in 
the sky. This event marks the start of summer on the northern half 

of the globe. At this time, the northern hemisphere enjoys longer 
daylight hours and shorter nights. 

PTSD  
AWARENESS 

DAY 

FATHER’S 

DAY 
 

FIRST DAY OF 

SUMMER 

FLAG DAY 
ARMY 246TH 

BIRTHDAY 

 

 
 

COAST 

GUARD 
AUXILIARY 

BDAY 

https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/index.asp

